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THE 


PREFACE: 


LHE Argument before ws recom- 
mends it ſelf as from its Nature 
_ and Duality, for true Happineſs 
; 7s the firſt and laſt in the order of 

* things deſireable; the firſt for its attraFive 

' Extellencethe laſtin its conſummate Fru- 
tion 3 ſo upon this moſt valuable account, 

that it nearly concerns every Perſon, For 
Happineſs is not reſtrained to any peculiar 

rank of Men, but may equally and perpetu- 

ally be poſſef by allthat ſincerely apply them- 

ſelves to obtain it. If in the very different 

' States of Liftherethere were any uncapable 

: of Eternal Life,or that have another ObjetF 

' for their laſt end, there might be ſome rea- 

: for why they ſhould not feel their deſires in- 
[/ flantd,and Spirits moved towards Celeſtial 

' Felicity,and to juſtify their ſole Preten(ions 

to the things of Time,whereto their Intereſts 

are confin'd. But the of of Heaven com- 
 ? prehends allthatupon God's Terms wilt ac- 
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ET cept it. The moſt ſenſible inequality that 


Riches, Dignity, or- any other Temporal 
Accident =. 5,g Iihen, Mer here, is 
ſo trne a Nething in compariſon of Eter- 
nal Glory, that it mnakts no difference 
of one from another as to the obtaining 
of it. | | 
Beſides the univerſal eſpe wherein the 
DoGrine of Eternal Salvation concerns all 
Men as capable of it, tis alfo of edweireble 
xſe to their various Conditions . Tentporal 
and Spiritual. For the proſperones or afffeled 
in the World; the Strangers ts ſerious Re- 
ligion, or the experienc'd in the Affairs of 
the Soul ; the newly entred into a flate of 
Grace, or the greateſt Proficients, may find 
what is ſuitable to them in the confideration 
of it. As the quickning Influences of Heautre 
are appropriated to the divers Qnalitits 0 
Fruits,with that diſcreet Operation, that # 
hard are ſofter'd, the ſmall arguire growth 
and ſubſtance, the Green are colomr'd and 
#1ade beautiful.the harſh become pleaſant,and 
receive their fragrancy and full maturity s 
Thus the virtue of the Celeſtial Re- 
ward is powerful to reform the obſtr- 
mate in Evil, and to encourage the 
irreſolute in Good, to produce the firff 
Tife of Holineſs, and to cheriſh and 
ftrengthen it till it comes to perfedtion, 
Happi- 


(3) 


Happineſs is the Spring and Crown of our 
Obedience. 

I fhall only add this, That no Argu- 
ment has more exerciſed the Minds of the 
wiſf and beſt Aer, than the laſt End 
and higheft Good of Man : and that in 
the managing of this moſt neceſſary SubjeF, 
I have ſeleFed ſome things from their 
Writings, that were yroger #0 my Deſign, 
which I acknowledg with that candor as if 
1had particularly vawed them. 


A ERAGTH * : 


P# 34. Line 24. for that becauſe he was 
debaſed, read becauſe he that was debafed, 
P. 97.1. 17. f. is diſcovered, when *tis clear 
and entire, . is diſcovered, firſt when *tis clear 
and entire, P. 203.1. 7. f- The Heart fill'd, 
7. Moreover, the Heart fill'd. P. 206. b. 17. 
F. that refleQing upon his Birth-day, and the 
Age of his Life, r. that on his Birth-day refle- 
Qing upon the Age of his Lite. P. 233.1. 29. 
f. warn the Heart, r. warm the Heart. P.238. 
1:3;f. as it mui ſo be,r.as it muſt be fo. P. 239. 
1. 18.f. that avoid the one, r. that to avoid the 
one.P. 247.1. 8. f. that Blood of Vipers, r. that 
Brood of Vipers. 
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The generality of Men purſue a falſe Hap- 
pineſs. The canſes of their miſtake. 
Rules to dire® in the ſearch after the 

. bleſſed End of Man. The Wiſdom and 

F Goodneſs of the Creator, the Fo of 

+ Þ Man's Nature, and the Holy Scriptures 


, _ diſcover it. The things of the World are 
: defe@ive, in all the eſſential Conditions 
: þ- requiſite to Man's Felicity. God alone 
: Z _ is a ſpiritual infinite eternal Good, 
e | can make him perfetly bleſſed. 


WHAT the Inclination to 
x {Happineſs is as univerſal 
Tas the Human Nature, 


Ee EIT RE os LED "ys 
NEG +» ; Ken SLIP 


G Wwe have the cleareſt te- 
== \{timony from the expe- 
| " nienceof all Men. This 
? inclination is neither cold nor barren, 
| burtvigoroullyexertsit ſelf in motions 
7. 


of flight,and averſation from what is ap- 
prehended as Evil, and in the purſuit of 
what is concetved under the appearance 
of Good. From hence proceeds the 
unwearted Induſtry of Men in uſing 

| B means 
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means to accompliſh their general End. 
Some waſte their Time and Strength in 
an eager purſuit of ſenfual Pleaſures, 
and Riches, and Dignities 3 Others in 
acquiring the more valuable Treaſures 
of Knowledg, or in purehaſing an ho- 
nourable Reputation, as if the obtajn- 
ing of theſe things were the cure of their 
diltempered Deſires. But the cancur- 
rence of all particular Gaods that in- 
rich the Soul within the Sphere of Na- 
ture, or that preſerve and delight the 
Body,cannot afford true Content. The 
Heart (till remains empty, and langui- 
ſhes for SatisfaGtion, 'Tis therefore a 
Juſt cauſe of wonder, that an intelligent 
Creature finding the produd of all his 
Diligence unanſwerable to his Hopes, 
ſhould vainly ſeek for Happineſs where 
tis not to be found z- and afterinny- 
merable diſappointments fly at an inz- 
poliibility. AnError in the firſt enquiry 
might have ſome colour of excuſe, but 
that having beenſo often decerved with 
painted Grapes for the Fruits of Para- 
diſe, Men ſhould fill ſeek for ſubſtan- 
tial Blefedneſs to fill. the Soul, in vain 
ſhows that can only feed the Eye, is 
Madnefs exceeding 'all Admiration. 
What powerful charm abſtrufts their 
true 
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of MAN. 


true judging of things ? What Spiritof 
Error poſſeſs them? The only Account 
that can be given of it is this : Man be- 
ing fallen from the Holineſs and Perfe- 
on of his Original State, the Aﬀectz- 


. ons are vitioully inclined to ſenſible 


things, and the fumes ariſing from car- 
nal Luſtscloud and overſhade the Mind, 
and hinder its clear diſcovery of that 
univerſal comprehenſive Good in whoſe 
Fruition true Happineſs conliſts, there- 
fore he carneſtly applies himlelf to pleaſe 
the lower Facultics, allurd by preſent 
Delights, and the facility of obtaining 
them. SHE 

And from hence we may under- 
{tand, that the only way of their reco- 
very 1s by clearing the Mind from Igno- 
rance and Folly, that it may diſcern the 
{ole proper object of the rational Appe- 
tite in 1ts true Beauty and Goodneſs, 
and by that {ight the Will may feel its 
raviſhing Power, and be drawn to a 
free and firm choice of it. And that the 
Soul may not faint under the apprehen- 
ſton of inſuperable difficulties interpo- 
ſing between it and the obtaining of 
Its Happineſs, and therefore content it 
{clf with eaſy Vanities, to propound 
ſuch means that ſincerely uſed will be 
B 3 cltcctual, | 
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_ effectual, and offer it that aſliſtance 


that will make it finally victorious over 
all oppoſition. | 

Thus the two leading Faculties being 
turn'd from the Creature to God, the 
inferior Wheels will follow their moti- 
on, and the Converſation be intirely 
chang'd. In order to this happy work 
the following Diſcourſes were compo- 
ſed ; wherein are repreſented thoſe rea- 
ſons from the Dignity,Capacity,and Im- 
mortality of Man's Soul, and from the 
eſſential conditions of his Felicity 3 that 
impartially conſidered by the Men of 
the World, who prefer Earth before 
Heaven, will diſcover the vanity of 
their Deſigns, and check the fury of 
their Proſecutions, and turn their Aims 
and endeavours to that that is infinitely 
more worthy of them. But the real 
eftcating this belongs ſolely to his Di- 
vine Power, who purchaſed Heaven 
for us. 

O thon Sun and Life of Souls, ſhed 
abroad thy Light and Vital Heat, the 
belief of the Truth of unſeen things, 
and the love of their ſuperlative Good- 
neſs in the Minds and Hearts of Men, 
that they may not frame to themſelves 
an imaginary Happineſs in the injoy- 

mcnts 


of MAN. 


ments of this periſhing Lite, but with 
that zeal and vigour in their Afﬀections 
and AQons ſeek after the real Bleſſed- 
neſs of the future Life, as becomes an 
Objet ſo glorious and eternal. 


In treating of this Subject, our firſt 
inquiry is, What 1s the blefled End for 
which Man was created 2 This we may 
clearly diſcover; by conſidering three 
things. 

bn The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the 
Creator, who made all things in order 
to ſome End worthy his Perfections. 

2. The Human Nature in its higheſt 
Faculties, and their utmoſt Capacities. 

3, The Revelation of it in God's 
Word. Natural Light gives a real ſig- 
mfication of God's Intention by thetwo 
firſt : but the moſt clear and full is in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

. T will treat of them in their order. 

Firſt, The working of God is al- 
ways with ſome deſign of High Provi- 
dence. He did not create the World 
and Man by chance, nor as a Seal im- 
preſſes its Figure without knowing 
what is ſtampt. But he works always 
by Counſel and Eleftion, knowing 
What he does, and for what End. 
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Now the laſt Period wherein all his. 
Works determines his own Glory,that 
being the chiefeſt Good. He made 

great variety of Creatures, and bounti- 

ful Proviſions for their Happineſs, ulti- 
mately for his- own Pleaſure. Accor- 
aing to his Wikdom and moſt free 
Goodneſs, he was pleaſed that the 
World thould not only be filled with 
material and ſenſitive Beings, that obje- 
tively glorify him, by the reflex of 
the Divine Perfcctions appearing 1n 
them, but to frame a higher rank of 
Creatures, wherein the Image of his 
Excellencies was more conſpicuous, and 
that might adively glorify him, by un- 
derſtanding and magnifying, by loving 
and obeying Him. And as the ſeveral 
kinds of things have degrees of Excel- 
lency, they are ſubordinatein their uſe : 
the {imple to the compounded. the dead 
to the living, the lower Natures to the 
more Noble. By this ye may take an 
eſtimate of their Dignity and Ordex. 
Now for whom was this vaſt Fabrick 
raiſed, and furniſhed with as many Mt- 
racles as Creatures? for whoſe uſe were 
the Lights of Heaven, and the innume- 
rable Forms of lower Þeings, Plants, 

and Bcaſts on the Earth ? If we regard 
pump» © i ndagr rr mas *" hole 
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their Operations, 'tis evident they were 
intended for the benefit of Man. He 
that underſtands himſelf, and will nat 
forfeit the Prerogative of the reaſonable 
Nature, muſt readily acknowledg that 
the Preſervation and Comfort of Vian, 
was their final Rule 1n the mind of the 
Creator, and their mutual uſefulneſs to 
oneanother is referred to his advantage. 


He is the Center of the Univerſe, 


wherein the ſeveral Orders of viſible 
Beings,as Lines drawn in a Circle,unite. 
And 1s Man alone left without an end 
worthy his excellent Nature ? Tis not 
to be conceived without vile Thoughts, 
even the caſting an imputation on the 
Wiſdom of his Maker. 

Secondly, The Frame of Man's Na- 
ture,and his Capacity is an indication of 
the End for which he was created. For 
of things made with defign, the End is 
preſent in the Mind of the Agent, that 
dirccts and regulates all the parts of the 
Work as the prime reaſon of it. In a 
Ship, the Matter, the Form, the Tack- 


ling, the number and diverſity of In- - 


ſiruments,are all in order to Sail. Now 
Man conſiſts of two parts, an Earthly, 
and Spiritual:and to makea right Judg- 
ment of his laſt and happy End, we 
arbor = oma wal 
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muſt confider him with reſpect to the 
Soul that is capable of nobler Operati- 
ons, and higher enjoyments than the 
Body 1s; for the true notion of Happi- 
neſs conſiſts in the perfeftion and fatis- 
faction of his principal and moſt recep- 
tive Faculties, the Underſtanding, Will 
and Aﬀections, and conſequently both 
in Action and Fruition with reſpect to 
the moſt excellent Objects. Hence it 
neceſlarily follows that he 1s made for a 
more worthy purpoſe than the purſuit 
and enjoyment of ſenſible things, that 
pleaſe the inferior Part, and only con- 
tent the natural Appetites. To make 
this evident 'tis requiſite to diſcover the 
defects and undervalues of all Worldly 
Things, how miſerably they fail in the 


c{lential conditions of Felicity that 1s 


proper to Man, and this will convinc- 
ingly prove that the divine Maker,who 
is infinitely Wife and Good, endowed 
him with intellectual and immortal 


Powers, to advance and enjoy his Glo- | 


ry, wherein the intire Bleſſedneſs of the 
reaſonable Creature conſiſts. 

1. Worldly Things are not perfe- 
cive of his higheſt Faculties. Man is 
but one degree lower than the Angels, and 
carrics the Image of God indelibly in- 

graven 
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graven in his Spiritual Immortal Soul ; 
And accordingly the order of things in 
the viſible World is eftabliſh'd. Thor 
haft ſet him over the Works of thy Hands, 
and put all things under his Feet. By 
Nobility of Nature, and the condition 
of his ſtate, he is incomparably above 
them. And can inferior things make 
him better ? can Gold be more preci- 
ous by incorporating with a baſer Me- 
tal 2 orLighr more reſplendent by mix- 
mg with Clouds and Smoak ? All the 

ona adventitia, the good things of 
this World, Honours, Riches, Plea- 
ſure, cannot denominate him truly Wiſe 
and Holy, cannot add the leaſt intellee 
(tual or moral Good, wherein the rec- 
titude and brighteſt excellence of Man 
is truely plac. 

Nay they are conſiſtent with all thoſe 
ſordid Luſts, that blemiſh and defame 
the humane Nature, and fink it below 
it ſel External Honour 1s no Chara- 
cer of real Deſert, and canſidered ab- 
ſolutely,confers no more to Vertue than 
to Vice. As Varniſh in Painting ſerves 
only to giveLuſtre and Vavacity to the 
Colours, whether the Deſign be regu- 
lar or ill, the Picture deformed or beau- 
tiful, and makes the Beauty or Defor- 

mity 
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mity more viſible. - Splendor of Extra- 
Ction renders the good or bad qualities ' 
of a Perſon more conſpicuous. Folly 
v ſet in high Degree is more obſerved 
than in a low Condition. And uſually 
Titles of Honour are an occaſion of 
abſurd Pride to 1gnorant Souls, that un- 
der{tand not, that Vertue incomparably 
excells Nobility,astheLight 1s more glo- 
rious and radiant where 1t ſprings, than 
where 'tis reflected. Riches are often 
joined with habitual Vices in the Poſle(- 
ſors, and indiffterently ſerve for bad or 
good uſes. The greedy purſuit of them 
blaſts all true worth of Spirit, and 
turns the Soul to Earth and Corruption. 
And ſenſual Pleaſures are fo far from 
advancing Man, that the Juxurious en- 
joyment of them, by the loweſt de- 
gradement makes him like the Beaſts, in 
all things but Innocence, In ſhort, all 
the admired things of the World are of 
fo little value, that they debaſe and in- 
{lave him by an overpriſing and affe- 
ing them. 'Tis his true perfection 
from conſciouſnels of his native 
worth, and through Royality of Mind, 

to deſpiſe them. 
2. Theſenfible World cannot give 
compleat ſatisfaction to Man. Felicty 
18 
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is the complacence and teſt of the Soul 
in the enjoyment of a ſuitable Object, 
commenſurate to its real capacity and 
duration. Such an Obje& muſt bea  _ 
Spiritual Good, * pure without Alloys, ,q *15,94% 
infinite and eternal. Now all things emniwn com- 
1 the World are in every reſpec in- 7  _ 
ſufficient to ſatisfy our Defires. Cicer. ; 
7. They are not a convemient Good 
to the Soul. What proportion 1s there 
between a ſpiritual Nature and carnal 
Senſualities, between the divine Oft- 
ſpring, and the low voluptuouſneſs of 
Fleſh 2 What are Treaſures of Gold 
and Pearls, but ſhining Duſt and the 
froth of the Sea, and can theſe enrich 
a Heavenly Being 2 What is Honour 
and Reputation? an inviſible 1magina- 
tion form'd in a few Heads : What is 
Praiſe, a favourable ſound from a few 
Mouths ? And can a Fancy, a Breath 
be the ſolid Good of the Soul? As well 
may an empty Dream afford ſubſtantial 
Nouriſhment to the Body. 
Hence the Expectation 1s far above 
the Fruition of earthly Things. Whilſt 
{cen by thefalſe Beams of Fancy and the 
Paſſions, they promiſe fair, but upon 
trial are found to be a meer Illuſion, 
that has nothing real but the bitterneſs 
that 
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that attends them, And from hence + 
there is a perpetual generation of De- 
+ 2icqu11 il- ſires in the Breaſts of Men, the + end 
& —_ of one is the beginning of another, as 
cxprditaram Fewelincreaſes the Fire. The wanting 
{e4gra%s. Soul becomes more ardent by failing in 
ell, . 
what it expe&ted, and makes endleſs 
inquiries for matter of ſatisfaction. 
Seneca obſerved an image of this in Na- 
| N»Uu»: tor- ture, and gives the Moral of it. || A 
i pas gn Tortoiſe if turn'd on the Back, though 
/udo, inquieta 1t ſuffer no pain, 18 violent in Motion 
f ramen <= till it recovers its natural Poſture. Thus 
fatus, nec aut Man, though free from external Trou- 
as bles, yet 1s 1n reſtleſs changes, always 
9«am in pede Caſting about till he obtains the Happi- 
couftirit. Er89 refs for which he was made, that is ade- 
omnibus con- : = mg . 
ftitutionis ſue quate to his Capacity. Who will ſhew 
ſenſuieſt.. m8 any Good 18 the voice of Mankind 
chaſing ſeveral Hopes, and ingaged in 
infinite errors in the ſearch of Felicit 
here below. But the confluence of al 
worldly things cannot quiet the ravings 
of their miſguided Appetites. The 
Perſjan Kings with all their Royalties, 
and Revenues and Delights, were ſo 
unſatisfied, that they proclaimed a Re- 
ward to any that invented a new Plea- 
ſure. The ſweeteſt Enjoyments are not 
without ſecret diſtattcs. The moſt 
| pica- 
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; pleaſurable Heights are infinitely di- 


ſtant from Felicity. Therefore the 
moſt proſperous 1n the World are fain 
to borrow the Opinions of others, who 


 blindlyadmire what they never had ex- 


perience of, to conceit themfelves Hap- 
py. For their real inward Sence 1s 
perfectly contrary to the vain Fanctes 
of thoſe below them, 

Nay, ſuppoſe a Man poſleſt of all the 
Varieties that compound earthly Felict- 
ty, the more full the leſs ſatisfied he is - 
for his defires being unquencht,when alk 
things are ready that promiſed to ap- 
peaſe them, and no lure of Hope re- 
maining, the diſappointment in a miſ- 
taken Object, and deſpair of ever 
finding ſatisfaction here, neceſlarily in- 
volves him in a double Miſery. Of 
this we have the certain Teſtimony of 
Solomon himſelf, who after a curious 
and earneſt ſearch for Happineſs, de- 
clares that all, even the moſt valued 
things below, are Vanity, pompous 
Names without ſence and reality, and 
therefore vexation of Spirit. Now 
what a poor Happineſs is the World 
when the fulleſt poſſeſſion of it is ſo far 
from inriching a Man with true content, 


that it makeshis Poverty deſperate. 
2, The 


Media de  fonte 
teporum ſur- 


git amars als. 


guid, quod in 


#þſts floribus 
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The final Happineſs 
2. The Things of the World are © 


temporal, not commenſurate to the du- _ 
ration of the Soul. Bleffednefs ſigni- | 
fiesan unchangeable State, not a tranſi- 


ent Paſſage : The Obje& muſt be firm 


as the Center, and the Fruition of it | 


without end or interruption. The 
fear that ariſes from the naked poſhbi- 
lity of loſing it, daſhes our Joy, how 
much more the certainty. Now ſup- 
poſe the whole World were the Porti- 
on ofa Man, can he joyfully acquieſce 
iN it 2 The fear, nay certainty of part- 
ing with all theſe things,are inſeparable 
Properties of our poſleſlirng them. 
Fear, upon the account of their tran(i- 
tory condition, certainty, from Death 
that 1s 1nevitable to all Men. 
TI. Fear of lofing them. Such is the 
inſtability of worldly Things through 
viciſhitudesof Times.diſaſters of Chance, 
decays of Naturc, that we cannot be 
* Nec :9/72am [ecure of them a day. * Honour 1s a 
Pr caſual Happineſs, depending on the 
ra quietem, : pgs ; R 
certumve (us Uncertain Opinions of Men that rite 
comucre Diem: and fall every Hour. Riches are de- 
- ceitful, not only becaufc they do not 
ſupply our greateſt Wants, but fly from 
us when we think our hold is faſteſt. 
They arc a Quick-Silver no Art _ 
Ix 


* fix, + Beautyisa fading Flower often 


. preſent to the Eye, becaufe another 1s 
- fiviftly paſt away. So that 'tis evident Ovid. 
they are inſufficient to make a Man hap- 
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blaſted, while the ſtalk remains. Al/ —_— by 
things under the Sun are Vanity, What ff quanrumg; 

9 arcedit ad ana 


ever is meaſur'd by Time; 1s in a cont1- ,,,, 


nual Flux like a Torrent, one part 15 F-r mr, & 
[patio Carpitut 
zlla ſuo. 


py. For who can poflefs them with- 
out a juſt jealouſy leſt they ſhould {]ip 
away, or by violence be ravilht from 
him. As the Inhabitants of Campania, 
the moſt fruitful and delicious part of 
Htaly, but near Feſwvius that always 
flames, or ſmoaks and ſcatters Athes a- 
broad, are in frequent tpprehenſtons 
leſt a ſudden deluge of Fire ſhould 
break forth and devour their Palaces 
and Gardens, and Vineyards, and 
change that natural Paradiſe into a 
Scene of Horrour, an accidental 
Hell. Now the very ſuſpicion of lofing 
what is our Happmef$ 15 pertcfly irre- 
concileable to it. : 

2. There 1s a certamty of loſing all 
earthly things at Death. Other Evils 
may ſurpriſe us unexpected, or not 
come when fcard. And this relieves 


Mankind 1n the preſent ſtate that 15s li- 


able to innumerable Eyils, that many 
CC may 
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may be prevented. But the Jaſt evil is 
incvitable. Though Men are diſtin- 
cuiſhe in the condition of Living, yet 
all are equal in the neceflity of Dying, 
Human Greatneſs tn every kind, Nobilt- 
ty, Riches, Empires cannot protec from 
the ſovercignand ſuddain hand of Death 
that overthrows all. The expreſfions 
of Scripture concerning the trailty of 
Man are often precifcly and literally 
verified 5 He 3s like Graſs, in the Morn- 
ing it flonriſheth and groweth up, in the 
Ewening it 3s cut down and witkereth. 

Now ſuppoſe the World conſtant 
and faithful to you till the laſt hour of _ 
vour Lives, will it not fail you then ? 
And can that be the Happineſs of a Man 
that attends him for a time and leaves 
him for ever 2 The moſt conſpicuous 
diffcrence of Men in this World is that 
of the Victorious over the Vanquitht 
proſtrate at his Feet. But Death makcs 
them equal, Then. the wretched Cap- 
tive ſhallupbraid theproud Conqueror, 
Art thon become weak as we £ art thou be- 
come like #s 2 *'T1s no wonder then that 
the wiſe Preacher deſpitcs all the States 
of the preſent Lite as Vanity. For the 
Fabric cannot be more ſold than the 
Foundation, nor the Accident more rc- 
al 
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al than the Being on which it depends. 
On every ſide Death 1s in our view,and 
the Shadow of it approaching darkens 
our brighteſt Days. *'Tis no wonder 
then that he equals the Fool with the 
Wiſe. For all that Wiſdom that is con- 


* find to mortal things dies with them, 


Nay he confounds Man with the Beaſt. 
One thing befals them : as the one dieth ſo 
dieth the other, yea they have all one 
Breath, ſo that Man has no preeminence 
above thert, While we regard him only 
with the Eye of Sence, what ſhall we 
ſee inhis Life, but Folly mixt with Anx1- 
eties and Cares ? and what 1n his Death, 
but waſted Spirits, the Springs of Mo- 
tion diſordered, and at laſt the living 
Frame diſlolved into the Earth from 


' Whence 1t came ? 


But if we conſider the Soul, that car- 
ries in it the clear marks of its Original 
from God; by the ſame reaſon that eve- 
ry thing ſhall be reunited to its Prin- 
ciple, that ſhall return to God that gave it, 
and remain for ever. The Felicity 
therefore to which 1t naturally aſpires, 
muſt be paralkcl to its duration. 
From theſe Conſiderations 'tis above 
all doubt that Man was deſigned by 
his Maker for a higher End than 
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the enjoyment of the preſent World. 
2, The conſummate Happineſs of 
Man is in his Communion with God, 
For God is a Spiritual Good ſuitable to 
the Nature of his better and divine part, 
and communicates Himſelt to the Spiri- 
tual Faculties, the Underſtanding and 
Will, the principles of Man's eminent 
Operations, and moſt capable of en- 
joying Felicity : God 1s an mfinite 
Good, and can ſo fully appeaſe all the 
rational Appetites, that nothing 1s 
wanting to hisentire Blefledneſs. God 
1s an unchangeable Good, not to be 
loſt with this Life, but may be ſecurely 
enjoyed to Eternity. In the Know- 
ledg and Love, in the Imitation and 
Enjoyment of his Excellencies, the 
higheſt elevation, and compleat fatis- 
faction of the rational Nature conſiſts, 
As Man by applying himfclt to unwor-. 
thy things is degraded into a lower 
Order, and his Thoughts and Aﬀecti- 
ons that are Spiritual in reſpect of their 
Principles, are Senſual and Periſhing 
in reſpect of their Object : fo when the 
noble Faculticsare exerciſcd in a perfe& 
manner on their Soveraign Good, he 
is advanc't to an equality of Perfection 
and Joy with the Angels. 
The 
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© The more refined || Heathens had a 


glimpſe of this Happineſs, ſome ſtreaks symp. & 
of it run through their Philoſophy. Ph=d. 


But till God was pleaſed to reveal it, 
the World fat in Darkneſs, and ilept 
ſecurely in the ſhadow of Death, un- 
concerned for an inviſible future Feli- 
city. *Tis neceſlary therefore to in- 
quire into his Word what that bleſſed 
State is wherein the final Happineſs of 
Man conliſts. 


CHAP. K 


The clear Revelation of Man's final Hap- 
pineſs by the Goſpel. *ITis ſet forth by 
ſenſible Repreſentations to make it more 
intelligible. It includes an exemption 
from all Evils funful and penal. The 
concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies to 
intire © Bleſſedneſs. The * Body ſhall be 
raiſed in Glory. The Soul ſhall be made 
perfect, The Underſtanding ſhall clear- 
ly contemplate the moſt excellent ObjeiFs, 
The Will be inflamed with the perfect. 
Love of God. The higheſt SatisfaCtion 
ariſes from Union with God by Knows 

C 3 ledg 
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ledg and Love. The full Foy of Hea- 
wen ſhall be perpetual. 


Is the peculiar honour of the 
Goſpel that by it Life and Im- 
mortality are brought to 
Light. *Iwas not wholly. 

concealed from Men that only ſaw the 

Creator in his viſible Works. 'T'was 

more fully diſcovered by the Law ; but 

with incomparable more Clearnefs by 
the Goſpel. The Nature of it 1s now 
revealed : *Tis a pure and holy Felicity 
in everlaſting Communion with the 
blefſed God. The ſubject of it 1s the 
ntire Mans; for this End the Body ſhall 
be awakencd out of its dead {leep and 
quickned to an Immortal Life. The 
place 1s the higheſt Heavens, fram'd by 
the Divine Hand for the ſeat of his Ma- 
jeſty, the Kingdom of his Love, where- 
1n the glorious Communications of him- 
iclfare to his Favourites. The cauſes 
of it are the infinite Mercy of God,and 
the meritorious Obedience of his Son 
in Man's Nature. The Means whereby 
tis obtained are a lively purifying 

Faith that unites us to Chriſt, and en- 

titles us to an Inheritance purchaſed by 

his moſt precious Blood. And to confirm 

y our 
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our Hopes of this Supernatural Happi- 
neſs. Our Saviour exhibited a perfect ex- 
ample of this in himſclt, riſing from the 
Grave,crown'd with Immortality ,and in 
the preſence of his Apoſtles aſcending to 
Heaven, where he ſits at the right Hand 
of God ; the Head of the Charch,from 
whom Glory will deſcend to his Mem- 
bers. 

To make this ſupernatural Bleſſed- 
neſs more eaſy and intelligible to us, 
the Scripture deſcribes it by ſenſible Re- 
For while the Soul 1s 
cloath'd with Fleſh, Fancy has ſuch a 
Dominion, that we can conceive of no- 
thing but by Compariſons and Images 
taken from material Things. *Tis 
therefore ſet forth by a Feaſt, and a 
Kingdom, to lignify the Joy and Glo- 
ry of that State. But to prevent all 
groſs conceits z it tells us that the Bo- 
dies of the Saints (hall be ſpiritual, not 
capable of hunger and thirſt, nor con- 
ſequently of any refreſhment that is 
cauſed by the ſatisfaction of thoſe Aps 
petites. The Objects of the moſt no- 
ble Senſes, Seeing and Hearing, the 
pleaſure of which 1s mix'd with Reaſon, - 
and not common to the Brutes, are 
more frequently made uſe of to recon- 
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cile that glorious State to the praporti- 
an of our Minds. Thus ſometimes the 
Bleiled are repreſented plac'd oz [hrones 
with Crowns on their Heads ſometimes 
cloathed in White, with Palms in their 
Hands; (ſqmetimes ſinging Songs of 
triumph to Him that ſits on the Throne, 
and to their Saviour. But the reality 
of this Bleſledneſs infinitely exceeds all 
thoſc faint Metaphors. Heaven 1s leſ- 
ſ:ned by Compariſons from earthly 
things. The Apoſtle who was dignifi'd 
with the revelation of the Succeſles that 
{hall happen to the Church till Time 
{hall be no more, tells us, [t does not 
appear what we ſhall be in Eternity. The 
things that God has prepar'd for thoſe that 
love hin, are far more above the higheſt 
aſcent of our Thoughts, than the Mar- 
riage-Feaſt of a great Prince exceeds in 
iplendor and magniticence the imagina- 
tion of one that has always liv'd in an 
obſcure Village, and never ſaw any Or- 
naments of State, nor taſted Wine in 
his Lite. We can think of thoſe things 
but according to the poverty of our 
Underſtandings. But ſo much we know 
that 1s able to ſweeten all the hitternels, 
and render in{ipid all the ſweetneſs of 
this World. 
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* This will appear by conſidering that 
whatever is requiſite to conſtitute the 
perfect Blefledneſs of Man, is fylly en- 
joy d in the Divine Preſence. 

1. An exemption from all evils, is 
the firſt condition of perfect Bleſledneſs. 


. The ſentence of wiſe Soloz: 1s truein an- 


other ſenſe than he intended, 


—— Dicique beatus 
Ante obitum nemo ſupremaque funera 


debet. 


No Man can he named happy whilſt in 
this valley of Tears. But upon the 


_ entrance into Heaven, all thoſe evils 


that by their number, variety, or 
weight diſquiet and qppreſs us, are at 
an end, 

Sin, of all Evils the moſt hateful,ſhall 
be aboliſht 3 and all Temptations thax 
ſurround us, and endanger our inno- 
cence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men 
lament the weakneſs of the fleſh, and 
ſometimes the violent aſlaults of ſpiritu- 


| a] Enemies, St. Payl himſelf breaks 


forth into a mournful Complaint, O 
wretched Man that I am! who ſhall deli- 
ver me from this body of Death 2 And 
when harraſsd with the buffets of Sa- 
tan, 
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tan, renews his moſt earneſt addrefles to 
God to be freed from them, Here our 
Purity is not abſolute, we muſt be al- 
ways cleanling our ſelves from the re- 
liques of that deep defilement that 
cleaves to our nature, Here our 
peace is preſervd with the Sword in- 
our hand, by a continual Warfare 
againſt Satan and the World. But 
in Heaven no 1gnorance darkens 
the Mind, no paſſions rebel againſt the 
ſan&tified Will, no inherent pollution 
remains. The Church is without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. And all 
Temptations that war againſt the Sonl, 
ſhallthen ceafe. The Tempter was caſt 
out of Heaven, and none of his poi- 
fon'd Arrows can reach that Purified 
Company. Glorious Liberty ! here ar- 
dently delird, but tally enjoyed by the 
Sons of God above. 

And asSin,ſoall the penal conſequen- 
ces of it are quite taken away. The 
preſent Life is an incurable diſeaſe, and 
ſometimes attended with that ſharp 
ſenſe, that Death is defir'd as a remedy, 
and accepted as a benefit. And though 
the Saints have reviving Cordials, yct 
their joys are mixt with ſorrows, nay, 
cauſed by ſorrows. The tears of Re- 
| pentance 
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pentance are their ſweeteſt refreſhment. 


Here the /iving Stones are cut and 
wounded, and made fit by Sufferings 
for a Temple unto God in the New Fe- 
ruſalens? But, as in the building of So- 
lomon's Temple, the noiſe of a Hammer 
was not heard, for all the parts were 
fram'd before with that exact deſign 
and correſpondence, that they firmly 
combin'd together. They were hew'n 
in another place, and nothing remain'd 
but the putting them oneupon another 
in the Temple; and then, as ſacred, 
they were inviolable. So God, the 
wiſe ArchiteF, having prepar'd the 
Saints here by many cutting Aﬀii&tions, 
places them in the Eternal Building, 
where no voice of Sorrow is heard. Of 
the innumerable Company above, is 
there any Eye that weeps, any Breaſt 
that ſighs, any Tongue that complains, 
or appearance of Grief? The Heaven- 
ly State 1s called Life, as only worthy 
of that Title. There is no infirmity of 
Body, no Poverty, no Diſgrace, no 
Treachery of Fmends, no Perſecution 
of Enemies. There is no more Death, nor 


Sorrow, nor Crying, nor fhall there be any x, », 


more Pain : for former things are paſt a- 
way, God will wipe away all Tears fron 
the 
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the Eyes of his "People. Their Salvation 
1s compleat in all degrees. Pure Joy 
is the Priviledg of Heaven, unmixed 
Sorrows the puniſhment of Hell. 

A concurrence of all poſitive? Excel- 
lencies 1s requiſite to Bleſſedneſs. And 
theſe are to be conſidered with reſpect 
to the entire Man. 

7. The Body ſhall be awak'd out of 
its dead fleep, and quickned into a glo- 
rious immortal Life. The Soul and 
Body are the eflential parts of Man ; 
and though the inequality be great in 
their qperations that reſpect Holineſs, 
yet their concourſe 1s neceſſary. Good 
Actions are deſign'd by the Counſel and 
Reſolution of the Spirit, but perform'd 
by the Miniſtry of the Fleſh. Every 
Grace expreſles it ſelf in viſible ations 
by the Body. In the ſorrows of Repen- 
tance it ſupplies tears, in Faſtings its 
appetites are reſtrain'd, in Thankſgiv- 
ings the Tongue breaks farth into the 

Joyful praiſes of God. All the victories 
over ſenſible pleaſure and pain are ob- 
tain'd by the Soul in conjunction with 
the Body, Now 'tis moſt becoming 
the Divine Goodneſs not to deal fo dif- 
ferently, that the Soul ſhould be ever- 
laſtingly happy, and the Body loſt in 
forget- 
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forgetfulneſs 3 the one glorified in Hea- 
yen, the other remain in the duſt. 
From their firft ſetting out in the World 


_ to the Grave they ran the ſame Race, 


and ſhall enjoy the ſame Reward. Here 
the Body is the Confort of the Soul in 
obedience and ſufferings, hereafter in 
fruition. When the Crown of Purity, 
or Palm of Martyrdom ſhall be given 
by the great Judg 1n the view of all, 
they ſhall both partake in the honour. 
Of this we have an earneſt in the Re- 
ſurre&tion of Chriſt in his true Body, 


who 7s the firſt fruits of then that ſleep. x Cor. 15: 


He ſhall change our vile Bodies; that the 
may be faſhioned like to his glorious Body, 
according to the working of his "Power, 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to 
himſelf. A ſabſtantial untading Glory 
will ſhine in them infinitely above the 
periſhing Pride of this World, tnat is 
but in appearance, like the falſe colours 
painted on the feathers of a Dove by 
reflection of the Light, which preſently 
vaniſh, when it changeth its poſture,or 
the Light is withdrawn. Indecd what 
can be more glorious than to be con- 
form'd to the Humanity of Chriſt, the 
ſeat of all Beauty and Perfection. This 
Conformity ſhall be the work of his 
Own 


4 Phil. 3, x: 
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x Cor. 13. 


own hands. And when Omnipotence 
interpoſes, nothing 1s ditticult, The 
raifing the Body to an unchangeable 
{tate of Glory, 1s as caſy to the Divine 
Power, as the forming it at firſt in the 
Womb. As the Sun labours no more 
in the Mines in the forming Gold and ' 
Silver, the moſt precious and durable 
Metals, than in the production of a 
poor ſhort-livd Flower. 

II. The Soul ſhall have perfetionand 
ſatisfaction in all its Faculties, 

1. The Underſtanding {hall clearly 
ſee the moſt excellent Objects. Now 
we know but in part. The naked beauty 
of Divine Things is vaild, and of im- 
poſiible diſcovery. And the weakneſs 
of the mind is not proportionable to 
their dazling brightneſs. But when 
that which is perfect is come, ther that 
which is in part ſhall be done away. In 
that enlightned ſtate, the glorious ma- 
niteſtation of the objects ſhall as much 
exceed the cleareſt revealing of them 
here, as the Sun in its full luttre, one 
beam of Light ſtrain'd througha crevice 
in the Wall. And the Underſtanding 
ſhall be prepar'd to take a full view of 
them. Therefore the Apoſtle compares 
the ſeveral Periods of the Church 1m re- 
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ſpect of the degrees of Knowledg, to 
the ſeveral Ages of this Life. Wher I 
mas a Child, 1 ſpake as a Child, 1 under- 
ſtood as a Child, I thought as a Child : 
but when I became a Man, TI put away 
childiſh things. Tn Children the organs, 
either from an exceſs of moiſture, or 


| their ſmalneſs, are indiſpoſed for the 


vigorous exerciſe of the Mind : ſome 
ſtrictures of Reaſon appear, a preſaging 
ſign what will be, but mixt with much 
obſcurity. But when the organs are 
come to their juſt proportion and tem- 
perament, the Soul diſplays its ſtrength 
and attivity. _ 

All things of a ſupernatural order 
ſhall then be clearly diſcovered. The 
contrivance of our Salvation, the 
ways of conducting us to Blefledneſs, 
which are objects of a ſublime nature, 
will afford an exquiſite pleaſure to the 
Underſtanding. All the ſecrets of our 
Redemption ſhall be unſealed. The 
great eMyſtery of Godlineſs, the Incar- 
nation of the Eternal Son, and his ac- 
cording Juſtice with Mercy, ſhall 
then be apparent. The Divine Coun- 
{els 1n governing the World, are now 
only viſible in their wonderful effects 
either of Mercy or of Juſtice, and _ 
mo 
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moſt dreadful; but the Reaſons of them 
are paſt finding .out. But what our | 
Saviour ſaid to *Peter, What I do, thou 
knoweft not now, but ſhalt know hereafter, | 
is applicable to theſe impenetrable dif- 

( 

| 


penſations. All the original Fountains 
of Wiſdom, as clear as deep, ſhall then 
be opened. We ſhall then ſee the beau- 
- ty of Providence in diſpoſing temporal 
things in order to our eternal fehcity, 
We now ſee as it were the rough part, 
and Knots of that curious Embroidery : 
but then the whole Work ſhall be un- 
folded, the ſweetneks of the Colours, 
and proportion of the Figures appear. 
There ve ſhall be able to expound the 
perplexing Riddle, How out of the Eater 
came meat, and out of the Strong came 
ſaeetneſs, For we ſhall know as we are + 
known. | | 
We ſhall ſee God. Our Saviour tells K+ 
us, This is Life Eternal to know thee, the | 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſent. The beginning and perfection 
oft our Happineſs conſiſts in this know- 
ledg. The Deity is ſpiritual and. invi- 
{ible to the Eye of the Body, infinite 
and incomprehenſible to the Soul. But 
we ſhall then ſo clearly underſtand the _, 
Diine PerfeFions, that our preſent 
know- ' 
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* Majeſty on high ;, for they reſpect the 
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knowledg compard to that, 1s but as 
the ſeeing a dark reſemblance in a Glaſs, 
to the clear view of a Perſon in the na- 
tive beauty of his Face. God 1s moſt 
gloriouſly preſent in Heaven. For ac 
cording to the degrees of excellence in 
the Work, ſuch are the impreſſions and 
diſcoveries of the Virtues of the Cauſe. 
Now all ſenſible things in the low order 
of Nature, are but weak reſultances 


from his Perfections, in compariſon of 


their illuſtrious Effects in the Divine 
World. The Glories of the Place, and 
of the Inhabitants, the Angels and 
Saints, clearly expreſs his Majeſty, 
Goodneſs and Power. But in a tran(- 
cendent manner he exhibits himſelf in 
the glorified Mediator. He is ftiled 
the brightneſs of the Father's Glery and 


the expreſs image of kis Perſon 5 not only 
»for his equal PerfcCtions in reſpect of 


the unity of their Nature, but to ſignify 


that God in the Perſon of the incarnate 
E Mediator 1s ſo fully repreſented to us, 
"that by the ſight of him we ſee God 
himſelf in his unchangeable Excellen- 
*cies. This appears by the following 


words, that having purged ws from our 
fins, he ſate down on the right-hand of the 


Son 
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Son of God as united to the humane 
Nature, in which he perform'd the Of. 
fice of the Prieſthood, and took po: 
fflion of his glorious Kingdom. Du- 
ring his humble ſtate, the Divine Ver: 
tues, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs 
Power, were fo viſible in his Perſon, 
Life, Revelations, and muiraculou; 
Works, that when Philip ſo long d for 
the ſight of the Father as the only con- 
ſummate Bleſſedneſs, Shew x the Father, 
ard it ſuffices 5 He told him, He that hu 
ſeen me, has ſeen the Father alſo. Bu 
how brightly do they appear in hi 
triumphant Exaltation. Twas hi 
Prayer on Earth 5 Father, I will thi 
they alſo whom thon kaſt given me, be witl 
me where I am, that they may behold m 
Glory. Tneſtimable Felicity ! whether 
we coniider him 1n the reſpect of an 
Object, that incomparably tranſcend; 
all the created Glory of Heaven, or in 
the relation of our Head, on a doub{: 
account;partly that becauſe he was debs 
ſedinto the form of a Servant,and ſuffer 
cd all Indignitiesand Cruelties of Sinner 
for us, has received the Recompenced 
his Meritorious Suffterings, the trumpt 
of his Victory, being glorified with th 
Father with the Glory be had _ th 
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World was ; and- partly becauſe every 
Member ſhall be conformed to him in 
his Glory 5 we ſhall be like him, for we 
ſhall ſee bim as he s. And all Felicity 
and Glory is compriz d in that Promiſe. 
The fight of the Face of Ms/es when 
radiant, had no transforming efficacy 3 
for the light of it was not in him as its 
ſource, but by derivation. But God is 
Light effentially, and the fight of his 
Perte&tions will be productive of his 
I ikeneſs in us, fo far as it may bein a 
reſtrained ſubject. When our Saviour 
was upon the holy Mount, and one va- 
niihing Beam of Glory appear'd 1n his 
Transfiguration, Peter was lo tranſported 
at the ſight, that he forgot the World 
and himfelE How raviſhing then will 
the ſight of him be.in his trrumphant 
Majeſty, when we {hall be transtgured 
our ſclves ? 

2. As they ſhall behold God's Face, 
know his moſt amiable Excellencies; 
ſo they ſhall love him as perfectly as 
they know him. To the illuſtrations of 
the Mind, there are correſpondent im- 
preflions on the Heart. In the preſent 
{tate our Love isimperfed, and as Fire 
out of its ſphere, dies away, by our 
neglect to feed it with proper materials, 

D 2 Enamour= 
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ſcended from the Heaven of Heavens to 


enamouring conſiderations of God, 
Bur 'tis not ſo in Heaven: therethe Di- 
vine Sun attracts every Eye with the 
light of its beauty, and inflames every 
Heart with the heat of his Love. The 
continual Preſence of God is in diffe- 
rent reſpeCts the Cauſe and Effett of our 
Lovetohim.For thereisno more power- 
ful Attractive to love him, than to ſee 
him; And Love keeps the thoughts 
undivided from him. God 3s Lox, 
and will kindle in us a pure Aﬀection 
that Eternity ſhall never leflen. 

Our Afﬀe&tions that are now ſcatte- 
red on many things,wherein ſome ſmal| 
Reflections of his Goodneſs appear, 
ſhall join in one full Currentin Heaven, 
where God is all in all, We ſhall then 
underſtand the riches of his Love, that 
God who is infinitely happy in himſelf, 
ſhould make Man for ſuch a Glory,and 
ſuch a Glory for Man. And that when 
for his Rebellion he was juſtly expelld 
from Paradiſe, and under a ſentence of 
Eternal Death, God ſhould pleaſe to 
reſtore him to his Favour, and give 
him a better ſtate than was forfeited, 
We ſhall then underſtand our infinite 
Obligations to the Son of God, who de- 


Our 
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our Earth; and which is more, from 
the Majeſty wherein he there raign'd, 
from the Glory wherein he was vilible 
to the Angelical Minds, and became 
Man for Men, Redemption for the Loſt, 
to purchaſe Immortal Lifetor thoſe who 
were dead to that blefled Life. In 
ſhort, then God will expreſs his Love 
to us in the higheſt degrees that a finite 
Creature is capable to receive from 
Love it ſelf, and we ſhall love him 
with all the ſtrength of our glorified 
powers. | 

3. Compleat ſatisfaction flows from 
union with God by Knowledg and 
Love. In his Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, 
at his Right-hand are Pleaſures for ever. 
The Cauſes and Excellencies of the 


Heavenly Life arein thoſe words ex- 


preſt. "The Cauſes are the influxive 
Preſence of God, the revelation of his 
attractive Perfecions, the beholding 
his Face, the declaration of his peculiar 
Favour. This our bleſſed Lord himſelf 
had a reſpect to, as the compleat Re- 
ward of his Sufferings : Thon ſhalt make 
ze full 4 Foy with thy Countenance. And 
his Rzg Sod his Bounty that diſ- 
penſes, and Power that ſecures that Fe- 
lIicity. The Excellencies of this ſtate 

= are 
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are fulncſs of Joy, andthat without di- 
minution, or end. 

When the Soul opens its eyes to the 
clear diſcovenes of the firſt Truth, and 
its breaſt to the dear and imtimate im- 
braces of the Supream Good, beyond 
which nothing remains to be known, 
nothing to be enjoy'd, what a deluge 
of the pureſt Pleatures will overflow 
it 2 We cannot afcend in our thoughts 
ſo high, as to conceive the excels of 
Joy that attends thoſe operations of the 
glorified Soul upon its proper objec. 
But ſomething we may conjecture. 

— Thoſe who are poſleſt with a noble 
Paſſion for Knowledg, how do they 
deſpiſe all lower Pleaſures in compariſon 
of it 2 How do they forget themſelves, 
neglect the Body, and retire into the 
Mind, the higheſt part of Man, and 
nearelt to God ? The bare apprehenſion 
of ſuch things that by their internal 
nature have no attractive influence up- 
on the AfﬀeCtions, is pleaſant to the 
Underſtanding. As the appearance of 
Light, though not attended with any 
other viſible beauties, refreſhes the 
Eye after long darkneſs : ſo the clear 
diſcovery of Truths, how abſtradt fo 
cver, that were before unknown, is 
IE Se, grateful 
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grateful to the mtellective Faculty. 
Thus ſome have been {ſtrangely tran(- 
ported with the pleaſure of a Mathema- 
tical Demonſtration, when the evi- 
dence, not the importance of the thing 
was ſo raviſhing ; for what is moredry 
and barren of delight than the ſpecula- 
tion of Figures and Numbers ? Soloz: 
when near his end, and ſome of his 
Friends that viſited him were ſpeaking 
ſofily of a Point of Philoſophy, by that 
ſound of Wiſdom was awaken'd from 
the {leep of Death that was juſt ſeizing 
on him, and opening his eyes, and rai- 
ling his head to give attention 3 being 


ask'd the reaſon of it ? anſwered, That ' 


when * TI underſtand what you are diſ- 
courſing of, 1 may die, Such was his 
delight in Knowledg, that a little of it 
made his Agony inſenfible. But here 
are many ImperfeCtions that leſſen this 


intelleftual Pleaſure, which ſhall ceaſe 


* Ut cum 
iſtud quicquid 
eſt de quo diſ- 
pretatls Perce- 


pero, moridre 


Val. Max. 


in Heaven. Here the acquiſition of 
Knowledg is often with the expence of 


Health : the flower of the Spirits, ne- 
ceſlary for Natural Operations,is waſted 
'by intenſe thoughts. How often are 
the Learned fickly 2 As the Flint when 
'tis ſtruck, gives not a ſpark without 


| conſuming it ſelf; So Knowledg is ob- 
| ÞD 
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tain'd by Studies that waſt our faint 
ſenſitive faculties, But then our Know- 
ledg ſhall be a free emanation from the 
ſpring of Truth, without our labour 
and pains. Here we learn by circuit, 
and diſcern by comparing _ 3 our 
Ignorance 1s diſpell'd by a gradual ſuc- 
cellton of Light : But then Univerſal 
Knowledg ſhall be infuſed in a moment, 
Here after all our labour and toy], how 
little Knowledg do we gain ? Every 
Queſtion 1s a Labyrinth out of which 
the nimbleſt and moſt ſearching Minds 
cannot extricate themſelves. How ma- 
ny — Errors impoſe upon our Un- 


* deritandings ? We look on things by 


falſe Lights, through deceiving Spetta- 
cles : But then our Knowledg ſhall be 
certain and compleat. There is no for- 
bidden Tree in the Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
as no inordinate Afﬀedion. But ſup- 
poſe that all things in the compaſs of the 
World were known, -yet ſtill there 
would be emptineſs and anguiſh in the 
Mind : for the moſt comprehenſive 
knowledg of things that are inſufficient 
to make ushappy, cannot afford true 
Satisfaction. Butthen we ſhall ſee God 
in all his Excellencies, - the ſupream 
Objc& and End, the only - Felicity of 
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the Soul. How will the ſight of his 
Glory perſonally ſhining in our Re- 
deemer, 1n the firſt moment quench our 
extream thirſt, and fill us with joy and 
admiration ? 'Tis not as thenaked con- 
ception of Treaſures, that only makes 
rich in ideas,but that Divine fight gives 
a real Intereſt in him. The Angels are 
ſo raviſh'd with the Beauties and Won- 
ders of his Face, that they never divert 
a moment from the contemplation of 
It, 

2. The pure Love of the Saints to 
God is then fully ſatisfied. Love con- 
ſidered as an affeCtion of Friendſhip is 
always attended with two deſires; to 
be aſſured of Reciprocal Love, and to 
enjoy the Converſation of the Perſon 
beloved, the teſtimony of his eſteem 


and good-will. This kind of || affecti- || 41ers 


on ſeems to be inconſiſtent with that in- 
finite diſtance that is between God and 
the Creature. But though 'tis diſpro- 
portionable to the Divine Majeſty, 'tis 
proportionable to his Goodneſs. Ac- 
cordingly our Saviour promiſes, He that 
loves me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and 
Twill love him, and manifeſt my ſelf unto 
kin. And to confirmour belief of this 
aſtomiſhing Condeſcention, repeats it, 
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If a Mar love me, my Father will low 


him, and we will come to him, and make 
our abode with him. Inthe preſent ſtate, 
the ſigns of God's ſpecial Favour areex- 
hibited to his Friends. Now he beſtow 
on them the honour of being. his Sons, 
the Graces and Comforts of his Spirit, 
the precious Earneſts of his Love, and 
Seal of their Redemption. But in emi- 
nency of degrees, the effects of his Love 
are incomparably more glorious 1n 


Heaven. Here the Saints are adopted, . 


there crown'd. There he opens all the 
bright Treaſures of his Wiſdom, the 
Riches of his Goodneſs, the Beauties of 
' his Holineſs, the Glories of his Power, 
and by the intimate application of his 
Preſence makes his Love moſt ſenſible 
to them. O the mutual delights be- 
tween God and glorified Souls! God 
looks on them with an engaged Eye, as 
his own by many dear titles, and 1s well 


pleaſed in his own Goodneſs to them, 


and raviſh'd with the Retlex of his own 
Excellencies ſhining in them. As the 
*Bridegroome rejoyces over the Bride, (tis 
the language of Divine Love) ſo their 
God rejoyees over thom., And what a 
bleſſed Reſt do they find in the com- 
pleat fruition of their Beloved 2 All 
| their 


ue Ac. an. AS © 


of AN. 


their deſires quietly expire in his Bo- 
ſom. What triumphs of Joy follow ? 
Can we frame a fuller Conception of 
Happineſsthan to be perfefly loved by 
infinite Goodneſs, and pertealy tolove 
him? 

3. The ſupream Joy of the Saints i 
for the Felicity and Glory of God him- 
{elf For asthe holy Soul feels no more 
powerful motive to love God, than be- 
cauſe he is moſt worthy of it, as he 1s - 
God, a Being of infinite Excellencies, 
and therefore to be loved above the 
deareſt Perſons and Things, even it (elf 3 
ſo the higheſt Joy it partakes of is from 
this conſideration, that God is infinitely 
bleſied and glorious. For in this the 
ſupream delve of love is accompliſh'd, 
that the moſt beloved Objett is perfcCt- 
ly honour'd and pleaſed In Heaven 
the Love of the Saints to God is in its 
higheſt Perfe&tion, and they ſee his 
Glory in the moſt perfe& manner,which 
cauſes a tranſcendent Joy to them. And 
this is one reaſon why the Saints though 

ſhining with unequal degrees of Glory, 
» are equally content. For their moſt 
ardent Love being ſet on God, that he 
1s pleaſed to glorify himſelf by ſuch va- 
rious communications of his Goodneſs, 
i ; —_ IS 
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is full fatisfa&tion to their deſires. Be 

ſides, in thoſe different degrees of Glo 

- ry, every one 1s ſo content with hi 

+ Sic itaq; ha- OWN, Þ that there is no poſſibledefire of 
_ 4m 4- being but what he is. 

»us, wr bic 4. Thefull joy of Heavenſhall con- 

9-073 donwm tire without diminution, or end, 


Lit 
—— Aug. The number of Poſſeſlors cannot leſſen 


it. The Divine Preſence is an unwaſted 
Spring of Pleaſure, equally full and 
. open to all, and abundantly ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the immenſity of their defires, 
Envy reigns in this World, becauſe 
earthly things are ſo imperfect in their 
nature, and fo peculiar in their poſlef- 
fion, that they cannot ſuffice, nor be 
enjoyed by all. But in Heaven none 
is touch'd with that low baſe paſſion : 
for God contains all that is precious and 
deſireable in the higheſt degrees of Per- 
fetion, and all partake of the influence 
of his univerſal Goodneſs without in- 
tercepting one another. In the King- 
dom above there is no cauſe for the el- 
der Brother to repine at the Father's 
Bounty to the younger, nor for the 
younger to ſupplant the elder, to ob- 
tain the Birth-right. The Heirsof God 
are all raisd to Sovereign Glory. Eve- 
ry one enjoys him as entirely and fully, 
| | as 
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as if ſolely his felicity. God is a Good 
as indiviſible as infinite, and not dimini- 
ſhed by the moſt liberal communicati- 
ons of Himſelf. We may illuſtrate this 

by comparing the Price of our Re- 

demption, and the Reward. The 

Death of Chriſt is a univerſal benefit to 

all the Saints, yet tis ſo applicd to eve- 

ry Believer for his perfect Redemption, 

as if our Saviour 1n all his Agonies and 

Sufferings had no other in his Eye and 

Heart; as ifall his Prayers, his Tears, 

his Blood were offer'd up to his Father 

only for that Perſon. The common 

reſpect of it the Apoſtle declares inthoſe 

admirable words, that fignify fuch an 

excels of God's Love to us, He that 

ſpared not his own Son, but deliver d him * xt corum ſe 

up for ws all, how ſhall he not with him dedituniverſes, 


alſo freely give ws all things 2 But to im- c— 
agin that the * propriety of every Be- Ly ory 
liever is thereby prejudiced, is not on- ?!: bir 
ly falſe, but extreamly mjuriousto the cad pat 
Merit and Dignity, and to the infinite 7 |. *- 
Love of Chriſt. Therefore the ſame be EL 
Apoſtle tells us, The Life which I now #791* #oc plu 
lrve in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the jt" ns" 
Sor of God: who loved me, and gave him- !otum accept- 
Self for me + as if he were the ſole Ob- — —_— 
z3e& of Chriſt's Love, the End and Re- »-/. Salvian- 
ward 
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ward of his Sufferings. And thisappro- 

priating of it to himlelf, is no prejudice 

to the Rights of all others. St. Fohz2 de- 

ſcribes himſelf by that truly glorious 

Title, The Diſciple whom Feſws loved, 

Could he ſpeak this of himſelf without 

the injury and indignation of the other 

Diſciples ? Certainly he might. For if 
weconlider that incomprehenſible Love 

of Chriſt, expreſt to them all at his laſt 

Supper, after Judas was gone forth ; 

As the Father hath loved me, ſo I have 

loved you , we may eaſily underſtand, 

that every one of them might juſtly be- 

lieve that he was ſingularly beloved of 

Chriſt. They were all received in the 

Heart, though (with Joh) they did 

not all lean on the Breaſt of their Di- 

vine Maſter. Thus in Heaven God 1s 

the univerſal Treaſure of all the Saints, 

+ $:audjarz and the peculiar Portion of every one, 
»«::14 ſi- not engroſt by poſleſiing, nor waſted 
ſe particsla. By enjoying, Þf As by his Eflence he 
im comminu- equally fills the whole World, and e- 
— very part of it ; and by hisProvidence, 
ſed omne 940d equally regards all and every partitular 
Ns —— Creature 3 fo in Heaven he diſpenſes 
i /nguls 70. the Riches of his Love to all, that they 
5 Evi, 24 ©* cannot defire more, if every one of 
Volufſan, them, were (if I may ſo expreſs it) the 


only 
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_ only begotten of the only begotten him- 


ſelf, the ſole Heir of all the Merits of 
his Son. Every Saint may with the 
inflamed Spouſe break forth inthat Tri- 
umph of Love 3 eAly Beloved is mine, 
and I am his. 

Nay.the great number of the glorifid 
Saints, is ſofar from leſſening their Joy, 
that it unſpeakably encreaſes it. The 
innumerable Company of Angels, and the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of the 
Firſt-born, next to the happineſs of en- 
Jjoying God, are a chief part of Heaven. 
An unfeigned ardent Aﬀection unites 
that pure ſociety. Our Love is now 
kindled either from a relation in Na- , 
ture, or a civil account, or ſome viſible 
Excellencies that render a Perſon wor- 
thy of our choice and friend{hip: but 
in Heaven the Reaſons are greater, and 
the degreesof Love incomparably more 
fervent. All Carnal Alliances and Re- 
ſpefts ceaſe in that ſupernatural ſtate. 
The Apoſtle tells us, If 1 have known 
Chriſt after the Fleſh, I know hin ſo no 
more, By the Reſurreftion and Aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt he was tranſported into 
another World, and had communion 

with him as an Heavenly King, without 


low regards to the temporal Priviledg 
of 
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of converſing with him on Earth. The 
Spiritual relation 1s more near and per-'. 
manent than the ſtricteſt band of Na. 
ture. The Saints have all relation to 
the ſame Heavenly Father, and to Fe. 
ſx Chriſt the Prince of Peace,and Head 
of that happy Fraternity. The princi- 
[Wt pal motives of Love here are the inhe- 
1l.0DþE ' rent Excellencies of a Perſon. Wil: 
[if dom, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity are 
ll mighty Attra&ives, and produce a more 
worthy Afﬀe&tion, a more intimate + 
Confederacy of Souls, than propinquity 
in Nature, or any carnal reſpects. Vir- 
tue is amiable inan old Perſon, though 
wrinkled and deformed : Vice 1s hate- 
fulin a young Perſon though beautiful, 
There are clearer Eyes than thoſe of 
Fleſh,- a purer Light than what is 
ſenſible, a diviner Beauty than what is | 
Corporeal.,and a nobler Love than what 
is ſenſual. David declares that af is 
delight was in the Excellent. But there 
are allays of this Spiritual Love here. 
For, 
rt. There are reliques of Frailty in 
the beſt Men on Earth, ſome Blemiſhes 
that render them leſs amiable when diſ- 
covered. Here their Graces are mixt 
with Infirmities, and but —_— to 
Glory. 
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Glory. Accordingly our Love to them 
muſt be regular, and ferene 5 not cloud- 
ed with Error, miſtaking defe&s for 
amiable qualities. But in Heaven, the 
Image of God is compleat, by the union 
of all the glorious Vertnes requiſite to 
its perfe&ion. Every Saint there ex- 
ally agrees with the farſt Exemplar, 1s 
transformed according; to the primitive 


| beauty of Holineſs. No ſpot of wrink/e 
. remains, nor any ſuch thing, that may 
| caſt the leaſt aſpe& of deformity upon 


them, 

2. In the preſent ſtate the leaſt part 
of the Saints Worth is viſible. As the 
Earth is fruitful in Plants and Flowers, 
but its riches are in Mines of precious 
Metals, the veins of Marble hidden ut 
its boſom. True Grace appears in ſen- 
fible Actions, wt its Glory is Within, 


* The ſincerity of Aims, the purity of * 0 / animun: 


Afﬀe&tions, the impreſſes of the Spirit 


fpiritual treaſures, the lefs they ſhow. 
As the Heavenly Bodies when fit nearett 
conjunction with the Sz, and fulleſt 
of light, make the leaſt appearance to 

Ly our 


ret 
on the Heart, the interiour beauties of ex magn:fco 
- Holineſs, are only ſeen by God. Be-? 
fides, ſuch is the humility of eminent velurs numer:s 
Saints, that the more they abound in 97/7 
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our fight. But all thar Excellencie 


{hall then be in view. The Glory of God 


ſhall be revealed in them. And how at- 


tractive 1s the Divine Likeneſs to an 
holy Eye? How will it raviſh the Saints 
to behold an immortal Lovelineſ 
ſhining in one another ? Their Love j 


mutual and reflexive, proportionabk 


to the cauſe of it. An equa], conſtant 


Flame is preſervd by pure Materials, 


Every one 1s perfectly amiable, and 
pertetly enamourd with all. Noy 
can we frame a fuller conception of 
Happineſs, than ſuch a State of Love 
wherein whatever 1s pleaſant in Friend- 
ſhip is in perfeftion, and whatever is 
diſtaſtful by Mens folly and weakneſs is 
aboliſhed 2 The Pfalmiſt breaks out in 


a Rapture, Behold how good and pleaſan - 
it is for Erethren to dwell together in Uni- 


i3 ! Love is the Beauty and Strength of 
Societies, the Pleature of Life. How 
excellent 1s the Joy of the Bleſied,when 
the Prayer of Chriſt ſhalt be accompli- 
fned, that they all may be oe 5 as thu 
Father art ia me, and [ in thee, that the 
alſo may be one in us. God is abſolJutcly 
One in his glorious Nature and Will, 
and therefore unalterably Happy 3 And 
their 1nviolable Union in Love, 1s a 


Ray 
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Ray of the Eſſential Unity between the 
ſacred Perſons. There are no Diviſions - 


of Heart and Tongues, as in this Babel ; 


but the moſt perfect and ſweeteſt Con- 
cord, an Eternal Agreement in Tem- 
pers and Inclinations. There are no 
envious Compariſons 3 for Love that 
affeQively transforms one into another, 


| cauſes the Glory of every Saint to re- 


dound to the Joy of all. Every one 
takes his ſhare 1n tne Felicity of all, and 
adds to it. Such is the power of that 
Celeſtial Fire wherein they all burn; 
that it melts and mixes Souls 1n ſuch an 
entire Union, that by Complacence 
and an intimate Joy, the Bletledneſs of 
all is, as it were, proper to every one 3 


_ as if every one were placdin the Hearts 


of all; and all in the Heart of every one: 
If in the Church of the firſt-born Chri- 
ftians in the earthly Fernſalers, the Band 
of Charity was fo ſtrict that 'tis ſaid, the 


eMultitude of Believers were of one Heart, 


© and one Soul; How much more intimate 


and inſeparable is the Union of the 
Saints 1n Fer»ſalerz above, where every 
one loves another as himſelf £ *Tis re- 
corded of Alexander, that entring with 
Hepheſtion his Favourite, into the Pavi- 
hon of Darizs his Mother, then his Pri- 

E 2 {ſoner, 
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{oner, ſhe bowed to the Favourite, as 
having a greater appearance of Majeſty, 
tiinking him tobe Alexander ; but ad- 
viſed of her Error, ſhe humbly beggd 
his Pardon: To whom the generous 
_— #16. King replied, Tou did not err, Mother, 
bic Alexander this 7s alſo Alexander 5 Such was their 
e#.Cutli.3- Aﬀection, that whoever was taken of 
them, the other was taken in hims the: 
leſs aſcending in the greater, without 
degrading the greater 1Þ the leſs. This 
15 a Copy of the holy Love of the Bleſ- 
ſed 3 but with the ſame difference, as 
between the Deſcription of a Star with 
a Coal, and its Beauty 1n its proper _ 
Aſpect. And where all 1s Love, all i 
Delight. O how do they enjoy and tri- 
umph in the Happineſs of one another? 
With whatan unimaginable Tendernel; 
do they embrace 2 What Reciprocati- 
ons of Endearmentsare between them !: 
O their raviſhing Converſation, and. 
ſweet Entercourle ! for their Preſence 
together in Heaven 1s not a {lent Show, 
In the Transfiguration, Mejes and El: 
45 taJk't with Chriſt, With what ex- 
cellent diſcourſes do they entertain one 
another? If David felt ſuch inward 
Pleaſure from the ſence of God's fa- 
vours, that he could not reltram the 
exprel- » 
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expreſſion of it, but invites the Saints, 
Come and hear, all ze that fearthe Lord, . 
and,T will tell you what he has done for my 
Soul, Certainly in Heaven, the bleſſed 
with overflowing affections recount 
the Divine Benefits: the admirable Me- 
thods, whereby the Life of Grace was 
begun, preſerv'd and carried on in the 
midſt of Temptations 3 the continual 
Succeſſion of Mercies in the time of 
their Hopes, and the Conſummation of 
all in the time of their Enjoyment. How 
joyfully do they concur in their thank(- 
givings to God for the goodneſs of 
Creation : in making them reaſonable 
Creatures, capable to know, love and 
enjoy Him, when they might have been 
of the loweſt Order in the wholeſphere 
of Beings : for his compallionate care 
and providence over them in this 
World : But eſpecially for his ſovereign 
and ſingular Mercy 1n electing them to 
be veſlels of honour : for his powerful 
Grace, in reſcuing them from the cruel 
and ignominious bondage of Sin: for 
his moſt free Love, that juſtified them 
from all their guilt by the Death of hi 
only-Son, and glorified them with him- 
ſelf, They are never weary in this de- 
lightful exerciſe, but continually bleſs 
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him for his eA lercy that endures for ever, 
We may judg by the Saints here, when 
they are in a fit diſpoſition to praiſe 
God, what fervours they feel in their 
united Praiſes of him in Heaven. The 
*P/almiſt in an Extafie calls to all the 

arts of the World to joyn with him; 

he Lord reigns, let the Heavens rejoyce, 
and the Earth be glad ; let the Sea roar, 
let the Fields be joyful, and all that dwell 
therein. He deſires that Nature ſhould 
be elevated above it ſelf, that the dead 
parts be in{pir d with Life, the inſenfible 
feel Motions of Joy,and thoſe that want 
a Voice break torth 1n praiſes, to adorn 
the Divine Triumph. With what Life 
and Alacrity will the Saints in their 
bleſſed Communion cclcbrate the Ob- 
jet of their Love and Praiſes ? The 
Seraphir:rs about the T hrone cred to one 
another,” to expreſs their Zeal and Joy, 
in celebrating his Eternal Purity and 
Power, and the Glory of his Goodnels. 
O the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this 
Concert ! when every Soul is harmoni- 
ous, and contributes hjs part to the full 
Muſick of Heaven. O could we hear 
but ſome Eccho of thoſe Songs where- 
with the Heaven of Heavens reſounds, 
ſome remains of thoſe Voices wherewith 
| OT FO eng, 
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the Saints above trmmph in the Praiſes, 
in the ſolemn Adoration of the King of 
Spirits, how would it inflame our de- 
fires to be joyn'd with them ? Bleſſed 
are thoſe that are in thy Houſe, they always 
praiſe thee. 

2. The fulneſs of Joy in Heavenis 
undecaying 3 for the cauſes of it are al- 
ways equal. And thoſeare the Beati- 
fick Obje& reveal'd, and the uninter- 
rupted Contemplation of it. Whullt 
we are here below, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, as toour perception and ſence, 
has aſcenſions and declinations, acceſles 
and receſſes. And our Earth is not ſo 
purified, but ſome Vapors ariſe that 1n- 
tercept his chearful refreſhing Light. 
From hence there are alternate ſucceſ- 
ſions of Spiritual Comforts and Sorrows, 
of Doubts and filial Confidence 1n the 
Saints. *Tis a rare favour of Heaven, 
when an humble Believer in his whole 
courſe 1s ſo circumſpect as not to pro- 
voke God to appear diſpleaſed againſt 
him : When a Chriſtian (as thoſe tute- 
lar Angels ſpoken of in the Goſpel) al- 
ways beholds the face of his Heavenly 
Father, and converſes with him with 
an holy Liberty. And what a torment 
the hiding of God's Face is to a deſerted 

E 4 Soul, 
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ee 


Job 29, 2, 34+ 
as. 


Soul, only they know who feel it. Ex- 
ternaltroubles are many times attended 
with more Conſolations to the Spirit, 
than Aflictions to Senſe 3 but to love 
God with a tranſcendent Afﬀection,and 
to fear he is our Enemy,no Puniſhment 
Exceeds, Or 1s equal to1t. As his Lo- 
ving-kindneſs in their eſteem 1s better 


bY 
Ie 


than Lite, fo his Diſpleaſure 1s worſe | 


than Death, 
with God by Prayers and Tears, and 
offer, as it were, a holy Violence tothe 
King of Heaven, to recover their firſt 
{crenity of Mind, the loſt Peace of 
Heart? How paſlionately do they cry 
out with Job, in the Book of his Patj- 
ence, O that [ were as in months paſt, as 
in the days when God preſerved me: when 
bis Candle ſhin'd upon my head, and when 
by tis Light I walk'd through darkneſs : 
As I was in the days of may youth, when 
the Secret of God was upon my Tabernacle, 
And ſomctimes God delays the revea]- 
ing him{clfevento his deareſt Children; 
not that he does not fee their Neceſl1- 
ties, and hears their Prayers, or 1s ( 
hard that till their Extremities he 1s not 
moved with Compathon, but for wiſe 
and holy Reaſons; Either that they may 
»ot return 10 folly, 1t by any preſumptu- 

| | ous 
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ous Sin they forfeited their Peace 3 or 
if they have been careful to pleaſe him, 
yet he may deprive them of Spiritual 
Comforts for a time, to keep them hum- 
ble, and that with an obedient reſigna- 
tion to his Sovereign Pleaſure they may 
wait for his reviving Preſence. And 
then Joy returns greater than before. 
For thus God uſually renders with inte- 
reſt what he ſuſpended only for trial. 
But the Saints above are for ever en- 
lightned with the vital ſplendor, and 
dear regards of his Countenance,always 
enjoy his beamy ſmiles. A continual 
effuſion of Glory illuſtrates Heaven and 
all its bleſſed Inhabitants. 

And their Contemplation of God is 
fixed. If the Object, though extraor- 
dinary glorious, were tranſient, or the 
Eye ſo weak that it could only ſee it 


| but by glances, the heighth of Joy 


would not be perpetual. But the mind 
1s prepard with ſupernatural vigour, 
to ſce the brightneſs of God's Face, and 
by the moſt attentive application al- 
ways converſes with that bleſſed Obje&; 
ſo that the Joy of Heaven 1s never 1n- 
termitted for a moment. They al- 
ways ſee, and love, and rejoyce, and 
praiſe him. | 

'Tis 
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'Tis poſhble a carnal ſuſpicion may 
ariſe in ſome, as if the uniform perpe- 
tual viſion of the ſame Glory ne loſe 
its perfect delightfulneſs. For thoſe 
who ſeek for happineſs in the vanity of 


the Creatures, are always deſirous of . 


change, and have their Judgments i | 


corrupted, that while they languiſh 
with a ſecret deſire after an unchange- 
able Good, yet they conceive no Good 
as deſireable, that is not changed. 

But to corre this groſs errour of 
Fancy, let us a little enquire into the 
cauſes of Diſlatisfaction, that make the 
conſtant fruition of the fame thing here 
to be tedious. 

Senſible things are of ſuch a limited 
Goodneſs, that not any of them can 
ſupply all our preſent wants, ſo that 'tis 
neceſſary to leave one for another. And 


the moſt of them are Remedies of our* 


diſcaſed Appetites, and if not tempe- 
rately ufed, are deſtructive Evils. Eat- 
ing and Drinking are to extinguiſh 
Hunger and Thirſt, but continued be- 


yond juſt meaſure, become nauſeous. » 


Beſides, the Inſufticiency of their Ob- 
jects, the Senſes themſelves cannot be 
jatisfied all at once. The Ear cannot 
1:te1d to- delightfu} Sounds, and the 
Eve 


Fe rang 
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Eye be intent on beautiful Colours at 
the ſame time. The SatisfaQtion of one 
Senſe defeats another of enjoying its 
proper good 3 therefore the ſame Ob- 
jet is not conſtantly pleaſant, but the 
Heart is diſtemper'd from as many Cau- 
ſes, as there are deſires unaccompliſh'd. 
Add farther, all things under the Sun 
afford only a ſuperficial delight, and 
miſerably deceive the Expectations rai- 
{ed of them : and many times there 1s a 
mixture of ſome evil in them, that 1s 
more offenſive,than the good is ago 

ful. The Honey is attended with a 

Sting, ſo that often thoſe very things 

we ſigh after through vehement deſire, 

when they are obtain'd, we ſigh for | 7-776 
orief, Now all theſe Cauſes of diflatis- oy: 4 
faction ceaſe in Heaven 3 for * God is #4 9»»»e co-/e- 


>» liums, nec 1m- 


an infinite Good, and whatever 18 jje;e no; «ll4 


* truly defireable and precious, is in Him f/«c:r4- poreſ?, 


n all degrees of Perfe&tion. And in 5,95, 


his Preſence all the Powers of the Soul pervenrmus a4 
are drawn out in their moſt pleaſant 74 7-77 


| - , #  * ammenſum © 
exerciſe, and always enjoy their entire in/#per ale, 
happineſs. The fruition of him exceeds *** 7*</* */, 


; . conſiſtat nobis 
our moſt raiſed hopes, as much as he is = oſ- 


more glorious in Himſelf than in any 74 9-4 #74 
187727214778 72078 


borrowed Repreſentations. God will *# 1ocas.Scncc. 
be to us incomparably above what we can epilt. 74, 


ask 
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ask or thick, The compaſs of our f 
thoughts, the depth of our deſires are 


imperfe& meaſures of his PerfeCtions, 
And as he is a Pure Good 1n Himſelf, 6 
he is prevalent over all Evil. "Tis evi- 


dent therefore that nothing can allay 
the Joys of Saints when they are in | 


God's preſence. 
2. Novelty is not requilite to ingra- 
tiate every Good,and make it perfectly 
+ E7 4 @9- delightful. f God is infinitely happy, to 
os &1A3 &1, Whom no Good was ever new. Tis 
i av7H Teg- Indeed the Sauce that gives a delicious 
£5 d\i5y taſte to inferiour things. For Men re- 
£5, 610 0 Jiſh only what iseminent 3 and the good 
ina Sh x things of this World are fo truly mean, 
OO way that they are feign to borrow a ſhew 
ag Aria, Of Greatneſs by compariſon with a worſe 
Eth. 1.7, eſtate preceding, But an infinite Good 
C. ult. produces always the fame pure equal 
compleat Joy, becauſe it ariſes from its 
intrinſic perfection, that wantsno Foil 
to commend it. The Pſalmiſt breaks 
forth, Whom have Tin Heaven but Thee 2 
This is no vaniſhing Rapture, but a 
conſtant joyful height of Aﬀection.God, 
the eſſential happineſs of the Saints, 1s 
always perfe&tly lovely and delightful 

to them. 
3- The glorified Saints in every pe- 
riod 
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riod of their happy ſtate, haveas lively 
a perception of it as in the beginning. 
To make this evident, we muſt confi- 
der that the pleafure of Novelty ſprings 
froma quick ſenſe of the oppoſite terms, 
between our condition in the want of 
ſome deſired Good, and after our ob- 
taining 1t. Now the Mind is more in- 
tenſe on the advantage, and more 
ſtrongly affected at firſt. One newly 
freed from the torments of a ſharp diſ- 
caſe, feels a greater pleaſure than from 
a conſtant tenour of health. Thoſe 
who are raisd from a low ſtate to emi- 
nent Dignity, are tranſported with 
their firſt change, but 1n tra& of time 
the remembrance of their mean condt- 
tion is ſo weakned and ſpent, that 'tis 
like the ſhadow of a Dream, and pro- 
portionably their Joy 1s leflened. Ho- 
nours like Perfumes, by cuſtom areleſs 
ſenſible to thoſe that carry them. But 
the Saints above always confider and 
feel the excellent difference between 
their ſuffering and triumphant ſtate. 
They never loſe that raviſhing part of - 
telicity, the vivid ſenſe of paſt evils. 
Their reflections arealways as (ſtrong on 
the Miſery from whence they were 
raisd to the pitch of Happineſs, as in 
their 
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their firſt glorious Tranſlation. In ' 


what an Extaſy of wonder and pleaſure | 


will they be; from the freſh memory of 
what they were, and the joyful ſenſe 
of what they are ? I was (lays the ad- 
* miring Soul) poor, blind, and naked ; 
but O miraculous and happy Altera- 
tion ! I am full of Light, enrichd with 
the Treaſures of Heaven, adorn'd with 
Divine Glory. I was under the tyran- 
nous power of Satan, but he is bruiſed 
ander my feet. T was ſentencd to an 
everlaſting ſeparation from the Preſence 
of God, my only Life and Joy ; but 
now am poſleſt of my fupream Goad, 
O how tranſporting is the compariſon 
of theſe wide and contrary extreams ? 
How beautiful and pleaſant is the Day 
of Eternity, after fuch a dark tempeſtu- 
ous Night? How does the remem- 
brance of ſuch Evils produce a more 
tively and feeling fruition of ſuch Hap- 
pineſs > How ſtrangely and mightily 
does Salvation with Eternal Glory affect 
the Soul £ This gives a ſpritely accent 
to their everlaſting Halelujahs. This 
preſerves an affectionate Heat in their 
Thankſgivings to their Victorious De- 
liverer. And thus their Happineſs 1s 


always the ſame, and always new. 
Their 


F-- 


” Their pleaſure is continued in its perfe- 
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Laſtly, The Bleſledneſs of the Saints 
1s without end. Thismakes Heaven to 
be it ſel There 1s no ſatiety of the 
preſent, no ſolicitude for the future. 
Were there a poſlibility, or the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of loſing that happy Rate, it 
would caſt an aſperſion of bitterneſsup- 
on all their delights : they could not 
enjoy one moments repoſe 3 but the 
more excellent their Happineſs is, the 
more ſtinging would their fear be of 
parting with it. "But the Inheritance 
reſerved in Heaven, is immortal, unde- 
filed, and fades not away. And the te- 
nure of their Poſleffion is infinitely 
firm by the Divine Power, the true 
Support of their everlaſting Durati- 
on. With God is the Fountain of 
Life, They enjoy a better Immorta- 
lity, than the Tree of Life could have 
preſerved in Ada. The Revolutions 
of the Heavens, and Ages, are under 
their Feet, and cannot in the leaſt alter 
or determin their Happineſs. After 

the paſſing of millions of Years, ſtill 
an entire Eternity remains of their en- 
joying God. O moſt deſireable State ! 
where Blefledneſs and Eternity are in- 
ſeparably 
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ſeparably united. O joyful Harmony! bk 
when the full Chorws of Heaven ſhal) | 
fing, This God is our God for ever and 

ever. This adds an infinite weight tg 
their Glory. This redoubles their un- 
ſpeakable Joys with infinite ſweetneſs 
and ſecurity. They repoſe themſelve, 
in the compleat Fruition of their Hap: 
pines. God reigns in the Saints, and 

they live in him for ever. | 


CHAP, Il. 


The eMerey of God the Original Cauſe of 
his deſigning and preparing Heaven for | 
his People. The Obedience of Chriſt, | 
the meritorious Cauſe. Some Duali« | 
fications are required in thoſe that ſhall | 
poſſeſs it. The holy Change of Man's | 
Nature ind iſpenſubly requiſite 7n order to | 
his Reception into Heaven, The Rea- | 


ſons of it ſpecified. 


F T Aving ſuch a Revelation of Hea- | 
_ L ver in the Goſpel, that all the | 
Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory 
of them, in compariſon, are but as a 


Glow-worm to' the Light of the Sun, 
with 
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with what inflamed defires ſhould we 
feek,; and ſtrive for that unchangeable 
Happineſs? In order to this we ſhall 
conſider the cauſes of it, and the means 
whereby 'tis obtain'd. | 

The Original moving Cauſe 1s th 
pure rich Mercy of God that prepare& 
it for his People, and prepares them for 
it. The procuring Caule is the merito- 
rious efficacy of Chriſt's Obedience and 
Sufferings. This 1s expreſly declared 
by the Apoſtle; The wages of Sin 3s 
Death, but the gift of God is eternal Life 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 

I. The defigning, the preparation; 
and aftuat beſtowing of the Heavenly 
Glory is from the Mercy of God, This 
will appear by conſidering, 

1. That it 1s abfolutely impoſlible 
that 4 meer Creature, though perfect, 
ſhould deſerve any thing from God. . 
For enjoying its being and powers of 
working from his Goodneſs, the pro- 
dut of all is entirely due to him. And 
the payment of a Debt acquires no Tt- 
fle toa Reward. He is the Proprietary 
and Lord of all by Creation. Hence 
fisclear that in the order of diſtributive 


11m; 


TI —_ nothing can be challenged” from 


o 2. Be- 
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the Creature. When you have done all, 
ſay you are unprofitable Servants, for me 
have done what we ouelt to do. The 
ncgle& of our daty juſtly expoſes to 
puniſhment, but the performance of it 
deſerves no Reward, becauſe no advan- 


tage accrues to God by it. Fho hath | 


firſt given unto him, and it ſhall be recom- 
penſed to kim again 2 He challenges all 


Creatures even of the higheſt order. 


To ſpeak ſtrictly therefore, When God 
crowns the Angels with Glory, he 
gives what 1s meerly his own, and does 


not render what is theirs. It he ſhould 
leave them 1n their pure Nature, or de- | 
prive them of their Being, he were no 


loſer, nor injurious to them. For what 
Law binds him to enrich them with 


Immortal Glory, who are no ways pro- 


fitable to him, orto preſerve that being 
they had from his unexcited Goodneſs 


.No Creature can give to him, thercfore - 


none can receive from him by way of 
valuable Conſideration. 
3. There is no proportion between 


the beſt works of Men, and the excel- 
tency of the Reward, much lcſs an equi f 


valence, 


- ; . . —. 
2. Bcfides, ſuch 1s the infinite Perfe. | 
&ion of God in Bimſclt, thatno benefit ! 
can redound to him by the ſervice of 


| 
( 


[—— 


of MAN. 


Fi valence. 'Twas the juſt and humble 
- acknowledgment of Farob to God, Þ an 
' leſs than the leaſt of all thy Mercies, thoſe 


that common Providence diſpenſes for 
the ſupport and refreſhment of this 


+ temporal Life. But how much leſs than 


the glorious Excellencies of the ſuper- 
natural Divine Lite, wherein the Saints 


: _ with God for ever ? The moſt 
= OO 


ly, the moſt difficult and hazardous 


| Services, are equally nothing in point 


of Merit, with the giving but a'Czp of 
cold Water to a Diſciple of Chriſt, there 
being no correſpondence in value be- 
tween them and the Kingdom of Hea- 


. ven, The Apoſtle tells us, [cont the 
 Oufferings of the preſent Life are not to be 
' | compar'd to the Glory that ſhall be revealed 


in us, And ſuffering is more than do- 
ing. God rewards his faithful Servants 
not according to the dignity of their 


Works, but his own Liberality and 


Magnificence. As Alexander having 
ordered fifty Talents of Gold to be g1- 


. ven to a Gentleman in Poverty to ſup- 


ply his want, and he ſurprisd with that 
immenſe Bounty,modeltly (aid,ten were 


_ enough 3 He replied, 1f fifty are too 


much for you to receive, ten are too little 


" for metogive; therefore do you receive as 


F 2 Poor, 
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Poor, I will give as a King, Thus God 
in the difpenfing his Favours does 'not 
reſpect the meanneſs of our Perſons or 
Services, but gives to usas a God. And 
the cleareſt Notion of the Deity is that 
he is a Being infinite in all Perfeftions, 
therefore all-ſafficient and moſt willing 
to make his Creatures compleatly hap- 
— If a Creature perfectly Holy that: 
never ſinn'd is uncapable to merit any 
thing from God, much leſs can thoſe. 
who are born in a finful State, and 
guilty of innumerable actual Tranſgref 
lions, pretend to deſerve any Reward 
for their Works. This were preſump-| 
tion inſpir'd by prodigious Vanity. For, 

rt. By his moſt free Grace they are 
reſtored 1n conver(zon to that Spiritual 
Power by which they ſerve him. The 
Chaos was not a deader Lump before 
the Spirit of God moved on the Face” 
of the Waters, than the beſt of Mer 
were before the vital influences of the 
Spirit wrought upon them. And for 
this they are ſo deeply obliged to God, 
that if a thouſand times more for hb, 
Glory were perform'd, yet they cannd 
diſcharge what they owe. | 

2. The continuance and increaſe 0 
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the powerful ſupplies of Grace to the 
Saints,who even ſince their holy calling 
by many lapſes have juſtly deſerved that 
God ſhould withdraw his grieved Spi- 


_ rit, are new Obligations to Thanktul- 


neſs : and the more Grace the leſs 
Merit. 

2. The beſt Works of Men are im- 
perfect, allayed with the mixtures of 
Infirmities, and not of full weight in 
the Divine Ballance. It God ſhould 
ſtritly examin our Righteouſneſs, 'twill 
be found neither pure nor perfect 1n his 
Eyes, and without Favour and Indul- 
gence would be rejected. And that 
which wants Pardon, cannat deſerve 
Praiſe and Glory. He ſhews Mercy to 
thouſands that love him, and keep his Com- 
mandments. If Obedience were meri- 
torious, it were {tric juſtice to reward 
them. The Apoſtle prays for Oneſipho- 
745, who had expoſed himſelf to great 
danger for his love to the Gaſpel, The 
Lord grant ke may find Mercyin that day. 
The Divine Mercy gives the Crown of 
Life to the Faithful 1n the day of cternal _ 
Recompenſes, 

II. The meritorious Cauſe of our 
obtaining Heaven, is the Obedience of 
Teſus Chriſt comprehending all that he 
F 3 did 
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did and ſuffered to reconcile God to yy, | 
From him as the eternal Word we have | 
all benefits in the order of Nature, fer | 
all things were made by kim; andfor him, | 
as the incarnate Word, all good things | 
in the order of Grace. What we enjoy : 
in Time, and expect in Eternity, is by | 
him. To ſhew what influence his Me. | 
diation has to make us happy, we muſt; 
conſider; 7 
1. Man by his Rebellion juſtly for- 
feited his Rappinels, and the Law ex- | 

acts precilcly the forfeiture. Pure Ju- 
{tice requires the Crime ſhould be pu- 
nitht according to its Quality, much ' 
leſs will it ſuffer the guilty to enjoy the | 
tavour of God. For Sin 1s not to be 
conlidercd as an Offence and Injury to 
a private Perion, but the violation of a 
Law, and a diſturbance in the order of 
Government, ſo that to preſerve the 
honour of governing Juſtice, an equi- 
valent reparation was neceflary. Till 
Sin was expiated by a proper Sacrifice, 
the Divine Goodneſs was a ſealed 
Spring, and its bleſi{cd effects reſtraind 
from the guilty Creature. Now the 
Son of God 1n our aſſumed Nature of- 
fered up himſelf a Sacrifice in our ſtead, 
to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and removed 
| = - 
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the Bar, that Mercy might be glorified 
in our Salvation. The Apoſtle gives 
this account of it 5 We have boldneſs to 
enter into the Holjeſt, by the Blood of 
Chriſt, by a new and living way which he 
hath conſecrated for ws, through the Vaile, 
that is to ſay, his Fleſh. 

2. Such were the molt precious Me- 
rits of his Obedience, that 1t was not 
only ſufficient to free the guilty con- 
taminated race of Mankind from Hell, 
but ta purchaſe for them the Kingdom 
of Heaven. If we conſider his Human 
Nature, all Graces were born with him, 
as Rays with the Sun, and ſhin'd in the 
whole courſe of his Life in the excel- 
lence of perfe&tion. And the dignity 
of his divine Perſon derived animmenſe 
value to all he perform'd as Mediator, 
One act of his Obedience was more ho- 
nourable to God than all the Lives of 
the Saints, the Deaths of the Martyrs, 
and the Service of the Angels. God 
was mare pleaſed in the Obedience of 
his Beloved Son, than he was provok't 
by the Rebellion of his Servants. There- 
fore,as the juſt recompence of 1t,hecon- 
ſtituted him to be Univerſal Head of the 
Church, ſapream Judg of the World; 
inveſted him with Divine Glory, and 
F 4 with 
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with Power to communicate it to his 
faithful Servants. He is the Prince of 
[ ife. Tn ſhort, it is as much upon the 
account of Chriſt's Sufferings that we 


are glorified, as that we are forgiven, 


The Wounds he received in his Body, 
the Characters of Ignominy, and Foot- 
ſteps of Death.,are the Fountains of our 
Glory. His Abaſement is the cauſe of 
our Exaltation. 

Tf it be ſaid, this feems to leſſen the 
freencſs of this Gift. The anſwer is 
clear 3 | 

This was due to Chriſt, but unde- 


ſerved by us. Beſides, the appointing. 2 


his Son to be our Mediator in the way 
of our ranſom, was the moſt glorjous 
work of his Goodnels. 

2. The means of our obtaining Heg- 
ven are to be conſidered, Though the 
Divine Goodneſs be free in its Acts,and 
there canbe nothing in the Creature of 
Merit, or Inducement to prevail upon 
God in thenature of a cauſe, yet he re- 
quires qualifications 1n all thoſe who 
ſhall enjoy that bleſled unchangeable 
Kingdom. The Apoſtle expreſly de- 
clares, Tis not of him that wills, nor of 
him that runs, but of God that ſheweth 
Mercy. But we muſt diſtinguiſh the 
Th no EficCts 
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s | Effe&s of this Mercy, which are diſpen- 


ſed in that order the Goſpel lays down. 
The firſt Mercy 1s the powerful calling 


* the Sinner from hiscorrupt and wretch- 
 edState; a ſecond Mercy 1s the pardon- 
ing his Sins; thelaſt and moſt eminent is 
> the glorifying himin Heaven. Now 'tis 
” clear that in this place, the ſhewing of 
E Mercy, ſignifies the preventing Grace 
E of God in Converſion, for 1n the 18th 
| verſe, 'tis ſaid, God ſhews Mercy to 
F whom he will, and whom he will he har- 
E dens, Where 'tis evident that ſhewing 
 eMercyis opposd not to condemning, 
> but fo hardning, and conſequently the 


intent of the Words 1s this, That Di- 


vine Grace overcomes the Rebellious 


Will, ſoftens the ſtiff and ſtubborn 


Heart, and makes it pliant to Obedi- 
ence. This flows from his pure good 
Will and Pleaſure, without the leaſt 
motive from the inclinations or endea- 
yours of ſinful Men. But the other 
Effects of God's Mercy requipe Condi- 
tions1n the Subjects that receive them :; 
for he pardons only penitent Believers, 
and glorifies none but perſevering 

Saints. 
To make thisclear 'tis worthy of Ob- 
ſervation, The Goſpel] has ſeveral De- 
nominations. 
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nominations. *Tis called a Law, a Cs | 


venant,and a Teſtament. Tis called the 
Law of Faith, and the Law of the Syiri- 
tual Life. As a Law it ſignifies a new 
Right that God has moſt freely eſtab- 
Iiſht in favour of loſt Man, that com- 
mands certain Duties, and ſets before 
them Eternal Life as the reward of Q- 


bedience, and Eternal Death the pu- | 


niſhment of Difobedtence. According 


to this the trial and deciſion of Mens | 
everlaſting States ſhall be, which 1s the | 
Charadcer of a true Law. This Lawof | 


Grace, is very different from the Law 


of Nature, that requird intire 1nno- ! 
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cence, and for the leaſt omiſſion, or ac- | 
cuſing aft, paſt anirrevokable doom | 
upon the Offender : for that ſtriftneſs 


and ſeverity is mollified by the Goſpel, 


which accepts of fincere perſevering O-_ 


bedience though imperfect; accordingly 
tis called the Law of Liberty. But the 
Law of Faith 1s unalterable, and admits 
of no diſpenſation from the duties re- 
quired in order to our being everla- 
{tingly happy. 

8 The Gof pel 1s ſtiled a Covenant, 
and that imports a reciprocal engage- 
ment between parties for the perform- 


ance of the matter contained 1n it. 
The 
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' The Covenant of Grace includes the 


promiſe of pardoning and rewarding 
Mercy on God's part, and the Conditi- 


- ons on Man's with reſpe& to which 'tis 


to be perform'd. There is an inviola- 

ble dependence between them. He will 

be our God, to make us happy, but we Heb. g. 
muſt be his People to yeild unreſerved Obe- 

dience to him, He will be our Father, , Cx. 
and we ſhall be his Sons and Daughters, | 

but 'tis upon the terms of purifying our 

ſelves from all pollutions of Fleſh and Spi- 


rit, and unfeigned endeavours to perfect 


Holineſs in his fear. *Tis aſtoniſhing 
Goodneſs that he is pleaſed to conde- 
ſcend to ſuch a treaty with fallen Crea- 
tures : by a voluntary promiſe he en- 
courages them, but though moſt free in 
making, 'tis conditional in the perform- 
ance. The conſtancy of his holy Na- 
ture obliges him to fulfil his Word, but 
tis if we do not fail on our part by 
careleſsneſs of our Duty A Preſumer 
may ſeal aſſurance to himſelf, and be 
deceived in this great matter, but God 
will not be _— It we prove falſe in 


the Covenant, he will be faithful, and 
exclude thoſe from Heaven that were 
negleCttul of the Conditionsto which it 
is promiſcd. | 


3. The 
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3. The Goſpel is ſtiled 2 Teſtament 
ſealed in the Blood of Chriſt, confirm'd 
by his Death. Thedonation of eternal 
bleſſings in it 1s not abſolute and irre- 
ſpetive, but the Heirs are admitted to 
the Poſleſiion of the Inheritance accor- 
ding to the Will of the rich liberal and 


wiſe Teſtator. There can be no regu- | 


lar title or claim made out without 
performing what is required. And this 
3s the Will of God and Chriſt our Sandi. 
fication, without which we cannot en- 
Joy It. 

Now from hence we may ſee the ad- 
mirable agreement between theſe two 
Notions, that Heaven 1s a Gift and a 
Reward. *'Tis a Reward in the order 
of giving it, not due to the Work, but 
from the Bounty of the Giver. God 
gives Heaven to thoſe that faithfully 
ſerve him. But their Service was due 
to God, of no worth in reſpe& of Hea- 
ven, ſo that Man's Work 1s no Merit, 
and God's Reward is a Gift. Our ever- 
laſting Glory muſt be aſcribed to his 
molt free Grace, as muchas the pardon 
of our Sins. 

I thall now procced to conſ1der,what 
the Goſpel declares ta be indiſpentibly 
requilite in order to our obtaining of 
Hea- 
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Heaven: this is compriz'd in the holy 
change of Man's Nature, which I will 
briefly unfold, and ſhew how neceffary 
it is to qualify us for Celeſtial Glory. 

1. This holy Change ts expreſt in 
Scripture by the new Birth. Our Sa- 
viour with a ſolemn repeated Aſſevera- 


tion tells Nicodemws 5 Verily, Verily, ex- John 3+ 3+ 


cept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God. Sin is natural to 
Man from his Conception and Birth, 
and infets with its contagion all his 
Faculties. This is fomented and che- 
riſht by temptations that eaſily encom- 
paſs him. The Underſtanding is pollu- 
ted with evil Principles, full of ſtrong 
Prejudices, and lofty Imaginations a- 
eainſt the ſupernatural Myſteries of Sal- 
vation. Tis full of Ignoranceand Fol- 
ly, and from hence either rejects them 
as incredible, or deſpiſes them as imper- 
tinent or unprofitable. The Will is 
depraved and perverſe, full of unruly 
and unhallowed Afﬀe&tions. The Sen- 
ſes are luxurious and rebellious. In 
ſhort Man, is ſo viciouſly and ſenſually 
inclined, ſo alienated from the Life of 
God, as if he had no diviner part with- 
inhim, that ſhould aſpire to a Spiritual 
Bleſſedneſs, that ſhould regulate and 


CON- 


The frnal Happineſs 


controul the exceſs of the inferiour Ap- 
petites. This is the unhappy Charadter 
Satan impreſt on him 1n his Fall, and 
without renovation upon an infinite 
account he is uncapable of ſeeing God, 
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This renovation conſiſts not in the :- 
change of his ſubſtance, as the Water |: 


was miraculouſly turn'd into Wine at | 


the Marriage in Cava of Galilee : the 
ſame Soul with its eſſential Powers, the 
fame Body with its natural Senſes, the 
Work of the Creator remains 3 but in 
the cleanſing of his (taind nature, n the 
fandGifying his Faculties that are the 
Springs of his Actions. The whole Man is 
quickned into a Divine Life; and ena- 
bled to a&t 1n conformity to it. And 
of this the new Birth 18 a convenient II- 
luftration. An aCtive Principle of Ho- 
lineſs is planted in him that fprings up 
into viſible Actions. The Apoſtle par- 
ticularly expreſlcsit in his earneſt Prayer 
for the Theſſalonians, The very God of 
Peace ſaniify you wholly, and preſerve 


Jour whole Spirit, Soul and Body blame- 


leſs till the coming of Feſus Chriſt, Every 
Faculty is renewed, and every Grace 
infuſed that conſtitutes the Divine 
Image. The Mind 1s renewed. by Spi- 
ritual Light, to believe the Fruth and 
Good- 
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Goodneſs of unſeen things promiſed, 


\ thereality and dreadfulneſs of things 


threatned in the Word of God. It, 
ſces the trueſt Beauty in Holineſs, the 
higheſt Honour in Obedience to God, 
the greateſt Equity and Excellence in 
his Service. The Will is renewed by 
holy Love, a purifying Flame, and feels 
theattractive virtue of our bleſſed End, 
before all defireable things on Earth, 
and determins to purſue it in the vi- , 
gorous uſe of proper means. The 
Body is made a holy inſtrument fit for 
the renewed Soul. In ſhort,the natu- 
ral Man becomes ſpiritual in his Per- 
ceptions, Reſolutions and Actions. All 
things are become New. There is a firm 
aſlent, an inviolable adherence to thoſe 
moſt precious Objetts revealed in the 
Scripture, and a ſincere choſen conſtant 
Obedience flows from the renewed Fa- 
culties. And from hence we may dt- 
ſtinguiſh between regenerating Grace, 
and formal Hypocriſy in ſome, and the 
proficiency of Nature, and power of 
common Grace 1n others. A Hypocrite 
in Religion is acted from without, by 
mercenary baſe reſpe&s, and his Con- 
ſcience being cauteris'd, handles facred 
things without feeling : a _—_— 
Er- 
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Perſon is moved by an internat ſiving ; 
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Principle, and performs his Duties with 
lively Afﬀe&tions. Natural Conſcience 


| 


£ 


under the compulſion of Fear, may lay | 


a reſtraint upon the outward at of Sin, 


without an inward confent to the ſar- | 


ity of the Law. Renewing Grace | 
Cleanſes the Fountain, and the current | 


is pure. Tt reconciles the Aﬀections to 
the moſt holy Commands. Þ love thy 
Law becauſe 'tis pare, faith the P(almilt, 


. A moral Principle may induce one | 

to abſtain from many Sins, and to per- | 
form many praiſe-worthy things1n con- | 
formity to Reaſon. But this 1s neither | 
ſanQifying nor ſaving: for it only | 


prunes Sin as if 1t were a good Plant, 


and does not root it up 3 It compound; | 


with it, and docs not deitroy it. There 
may be ftitl an impure indulgence to 
the ſecret Iaſtmgs of the Heart, not- 
withſtanding the reſtraint upon their 
Exerciſe. And many . Duties may bt 
done on lower motives, without a di- 
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vine reſpect to the Commands and Glo- | 


ry of God. 


But renewmyg Grace fubjects the Soul | 
to the whole Royalty of the Law, unt- | 
formly inclines it to expreſs Obedience | 
to all its Precepts, becauſe they are 


pure, 
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ving | pure, and derived from the eternal 
with | Spring of Purity. It mortities Concupi- 
ence | ſcence, and quickens to every good 
7 lay | Work, from a Principle of Love toGod, 


"Sin, * and in this is diſtinguiſht from the moſt 
ſan- ' refined unregenerate Morality. In ſhort, 
race | there may be a ſuperficial tin&ture of 
rent | Religion from common Grace, a tran- 
1s to | fient Eſteem, vaniſhing Aﬀections, and 
- earneſt Endeavours for a time after Spi- 
iſt, | ritual Things, and yet a Perſon remain: 
one |, 1na ſtate of unregeneracy. But renew- 
per- | ing Grace 1s a permanent ſolid Principle, 
con- | that makes a Man partaker of the Divine 
Nature, and elevates him above himſelf. 
only F This holy Change is wrought by 
lant, F Divine Power. Our Saviour tclls 
ands F Nicodemys, Except a Man be born of 
here } Water and the Spirit, ke cannot enter 
eto | into the Kingdom of God, The Ana- 
not- | logy of a new Birth bgmifies, that 
heir | tis intirely the work of the ſanGifying; 
Spirit, that conveys a Principle of Lite 
x di- | mn order to the Functions of it. Tis 
Glo- | the living impreſſion of God, the ſole 
Efficient and Exemplar of it, the Fruit 
| andImageodf the Divine Vertues. Tis 
unt- | expreſt by the ew Creature. The pro- 
ence | duction of it is attributed to God's 
power diſ{playing it ſelf in a peculiar 
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excellent way, even 1n that preciſe | 
manner, as in making the World. For | 
as in the firſt Creation all things were | 
made originally of nothing, fo 1 the | 
ſecond, the habit of Graces infufed into ! 
the Soul that was utterly void of it, | 
and in which there was as little prepa- : 
ration for true Holineſs, as of nothing | 
to produce this great and regular | 
World. And although there 1s not | 
only an abſolute privation of Grace, | 
but a fierce reſiſtance againlt it, yet cre- | 
ating invincible Power does as infallibly | 
and certainly produce itseffect in form: | 
ing the new Creature, as in making the | 
World. From hence it appears that þ 
preventing renewing Grace is ſo intire- | 
Iy the Work of God; as his forming | 
the human Body from the Duſt «f! 
Earth at firſt. But with this difference, ! 
the firſt Creation was done without | 
any ſence 1 the Subjcct, of the cci-! 
ency of the Divine Power 1n produce- 
ing it : but 1n the new Creation, Man: 
feels the vital influence of the Spirit, ! 
applying it ſelf to all his Faculties, re-/ 
forming and enabling them to att ac- 
cording to the'quality of their nature. | 
And by the way we may obſerve the! 
adnurable Grace ſhewed to Man 1n'the} 
| reno-| 


L—— 


wICTPTTAY SOS 


T 


renovation of his corrupted Nature. In 
the compoſition of his Being are united 
a Spirit like the Angels, and a Body 
like terreſtrial Animals, by which he 
partakes of the ſpiritual and natural 
Life : but he has peculiar Favours con- 
ferred upon him. For, whereas his 
Soul {in'd with the Angels, and his Bo- 
dy dies with the Beaſts, yet God is 
' pleaſed to reſtore them by hts glorious 

Power. An Angel after Sin never re- 
| pents, and is therefore incapable of 
| Pardon, and irrecoverably difinherited 
* of Heaven: a Beaſt after Death never 
* revives : but though Man fins and dies, 
| yethisSoul may be renewed by Divine 
- Grace, andhis Body ſhall be raifcd in 
an incorruptible Glory. | 

Now the indiſpenſible neceſſity of 
this holy Change is evident from the 
Words of our Saviour, for he ſpeaks 
univerſally, Except a /Han be born a- 
gain he cannot ſee the Kingdom of (ed. 
He does not ſimply declare that an un- 
* regenerate Man ſhall not, but with the 
_ greateſt Emphaſes, cannot, to ſignify 
* an abfolute impoſſibility of it. The 


1 Jews highly preſumed of the priviledg 


| of their carnal Birth, they ſprang from 
| the pure and noble Blood of Abraharr, 
© 2 God's 


The final Happineſs 


Rom. 5. 17. of noavail to Salvation. In the quality cf 
Sons, we are Heirs of God's Kingdom, | 
Ard that honourable Relation we have} 
upon a double account 3 by Adoption} 
and Regeneration. Divine Adoption | 
1s not a meer change of our ſtate, a na-j 
ked Declaration that one ſhall be digi | 


Gal. 4. 


_ 


/ 


God's Friend ; they had the Seal of the 


Holy" Covenant markt in-their Flekh : | 
and hence it was proverbial among | 
them, that every {jraelite\hould havea | 
- partin the World to come. But our $a þ 
viour overthrows this vain concent, and | 
tells them that the ſupernatural Birth * 
entitles to the ſupernatural Inheritance, | 
Circumcilion then. and Baptiſm noy, | 


without real Grace 1s an incti<Ctual ſign, 
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ked with the Title of God's Son, but a! 


holy Nature is always infuſed into the! 
Perſon, whercby he 1s made like to God 
in his Excellencics. In this it difler; 
from humane Adoption, that gives the 
Name, and Arms, the Honour and E 
ſtate of the Adopter to a Perſon, with- 
out Conveying any of his mtcllcctual or! 
moral Endowments. Whom God a: 


dopts he begets to a Divine Life. be! 


tidcs, our Saviour purchaſed this high! 


priviledg for us : God fert his Sor made: 


of a WWemar, under the Law, to redcen| 
then 
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them that were under the Law, that we 
might receive the Adoption of Sons Sy io 
nion with himwe recerve the inveſtiture 
of this Dignity. Now whoezer 3s inChriſt 
#* a new Creature, For the quickning Spi- 
rit, that is to the Soul what the Soul 
is to the Body, the principle of Life and 
Strength, of Beauty and Motion, and 
an active purifying Faith that 1s intlu- 
ential upon all other Graces, are the 
band of that vital Union : So that as all 

in Adam are univerſally corrupt by the 

firſt Birth, all that are 1n Chriſt are 

made holy by a new Birth. Butof this 

I ſhall ſpeak in the next Chapter more 

tully, under a diſtinct Head. Brietly, 

the Spirit of Grace that ſancines, 1s the 

Spirit of Adoption that ſcals our Right 
to that Kingdom. 

Now the reaſons why this Change 
mult be in order to our obtaining of 
Heaven, are theſe : 

1. There isan exquiſite Wiſdom ſhines 
in all God's works, 1n diſpoſing them 
for the ends to which they are appoin- 
ted : and is it not monſtrouſly abſurd 
to imagin, he will admit 1nto his Pre- 
{ence and Kingdom, thoſe that are ab- 
lolutcly unqualified for 1ts Bleſlcdnels, 
and oppaſite to its Purity ? 
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2. His invariable Juſtice excludes for 
ever aM unholy Perſons from Heaven, 


For in the laſt Judgment God will be 


glorified as a Governour, 1n the diſtri- 
bution of Rewards with reſpect to the 
Obedience and Diſobedience of Men, 
'Tis worthy of obſervation, that the 
Actions of God on the reaſonable 
Creatures are of two ſorts. Some pro- 


cecd from his foveraign good Pleaſure, | 
of which there 15 no motive or reaſon | 
in the Subjccts on which they are ter- | 


minated. Thus by a free and inſupera- 
ble Decree (when all Mankind, lap 
and miſerable, was in his view) he 
choſe ſome to be Veſſels of eAlercy, and 
by priviledg ſeparated them from the 
reft that finally periſh. Now what in- 
duct him to place a {ingular Love on 
the Elect 2 There was nothing 1n them 
to incline his Compathon,betng equally 
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guilty and depraved with the reſt of the | 
Progeny of Adam. This difference ' 


therefore 1s to be reſolved into his un- 


accountable and adorable Will, as the : 


ſole cauſe of it. Thus God declarcs it * 


Et NE 


to be his glorious Prerogative, 1 will | 


have Mercy on whom: I will have Mercy, 
aud I will have Compaſſion on whom 1 will 


Pate Compaiſion, And this 1s no unjuſt 


accep- | 
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acceptance of Perſons : For as a Bene- 
factor, he may diſpenſe his own Favors 
as he pleaſes. A Gift from meer and 
arbitrary Bounty may be beſtowed on 
ſome, and not on others without inju- 
ſtice. But there are other actions of 
God for which there is an evident rea- 
ſon in Men on whom they are termi- 
nated. Thus as the ſupreme Fudeg,with- 


out reſpe® of *Perſons, he will judg and 7 Pt 1-17, 


reward every Man according to his Works. 


The Evangelical Law (as was toucht 9m: 2. 16. 
Afis 26, 18, 


on before) 1s the rule of eternal Judg- 
ment, and gives a right from the gra- 
cious Promiſe of God, to all penitent 
Believers in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and excludes all impenitent Infidels. 
Divine Juſtice will illuſtrioutly appear 
then 1n diſtinguiſhing Believers from 
Unbelievers by their Warks, the pro- 
per Fruits either of Faith or Infidclity, 
All the thick Clouds of Diſgraces, Ca- 
lumnies, Perſecutions, that often op- 
preſs the moſt ſincere Chriſtians here, 
{hall not then darken their Holineſs, 
and all the ſpecious appearances of Pie- 
ty, which the moſt artificial Hypocrites 
make uſe of to deceive others, ſhall not 
conceal their Wickedneſs, And accor- 
dingly the ane ſhall be abſolved and 
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glorified, the others condemned and 
puniſht for ever. In ſhort, without 
violation of his own righteouseſtabliſh- 
ment- in the Goſpel, God cannot re- 
ccive the unholy into his Glory. 

3. Belides the Legal Bar that ex- 
cludes unfanfified Perſons from the 


beatifick viſion of God, there is a mo- | 
Suppoſe that Juſtice | 
ſhould allow Ommipotence to tranſlate | 


ral 1ncapacity. 


ſuch a Sinner to Heaven, would } 
the Place make him happy ? Can | 
two incongruous Natures delight | 


in one another 2 The happineſs of | 


Senſe is by an impreſſion of Pleaſure 
from a ſuitable Obje& : The happineſs 
of intellectual Beings ariſes from an en- 
tire conformity of diſpolitions. So that 
unleſs God recede from his Holineſs, 


which is abſolutely impoſſible, or Van |. 


be purthed, and changed into his like- 
neſs, there can beno {ſweet Communion 
between them. Our Saviour afltgns 
this Reaſon of the neceility of Regene- 
ration 1n order to our admiſſion into 
Hcaven : That which is born of the fleſh, 


7s fieſh 5 and that which is born of the Sji- E 


rit, is ſpirit, According to the quality 
of the Principle, ſuch 1s what proceeds 
from it. TheFlcſh 1s a corrupt Princt- 
ple, 
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ple, and accordingly the Natural Mar. 


b 5s wholly carnal in his propenſions,opc- 
= rations, and end. The Diſeaſe is turn 
” into his Conſtitution. He 1s dead to 


the Spiritual Life, to the actions and 
enjoyments that are proper to it: Nay, 
there is in him a ſurviving Principle of 
Enmity to that Life : not only a mortal 
coldneſs to God, but a ſtiff averſation 
from him, a perpetual reſiſtance and 1m- 
patience of the Divine Preſence, that 
would diſturb his voluptuous enjoy- 
ments. TheExerciſesof Heaven would 
be as the Torments of Hell to him, 
while in the midſt of thoſe pure Joys his 
inward inclinations vehemently run 1n- 
to the loweſt Lees of Senſuality. And 
therefore till this contrariety, ſo deep 
and predomanant in an unholy Perſon, 
beremoved, 'tis utterly impoſhble he 
ſhould enjoy God with ſatisfaction. As 
it wasneceſlary that God ſhould become 
like Man on Earth, to purchaſe that Fe- 
licity for him, ſo Man muſt be like God 
1n Heaven before he canpoſleſs it. Ho- 
lineſs alone prepares Men for Celeſtial 
Happineſs; that 1s againſt the corruptt- 
on and above the perfection of meer 
Nature. 
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GCGHAP, IV, ; 
Faith in the Redemer 7s required of all | 
that will obtain Salvation. The choice © 
of Supernatural Happineſs previous ty 
our obtaining it. The choice mu ft b | 
ſmcere, early, and conſtant. The ſinceri- | 
ty of the Heavenly Choice declared byits |- 
Qualities and Effects. ; 
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Shall now proceed to conſider | 
more particularly what is requiſite | 
in order to our obtaining of Heaven. | 
L. Faith in the Redeemer is abſolute | 
ly required of all that will partake of | 
Joh. 3. 16, Fe Salvation purchaſed by him. Gul | 
| fo loved the World, that he gave his on | 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him, 
ſhould mot periſh but have Eternal Life, 
This is the Spirit and Subſtance of the | 
Goſpel, therefore I will briefly unfold f 
it. The Son of God having aſſume ! 
the human Nature, and performed | 
what was neceſlary for the expiation of | 
Phil. 2, 8,9. Sin, the Father was fo pleaſed with hi | 
Obedience, that from his loweſt State | 
he raisd him to Divine Glory, and * 
gave him ſupream Authority, and all- |. 
{ufhcient Power to communicate that 
Glory to others. Thus our Saviour | 
declares; | 
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State | 
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| all- ; 
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* declares 3 Thou haſt given him (1. e. the 
| Son) power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould Joh. 17. 2. 
| give Eternal Life to as many as thou haſt 
ice © given bim. And he exhorts the People, 
” Labour for that Meat that endures wnto Joh. 6. 
' Eternal Life, which the Son of Man ſhall 
j. | give unto you, for hint hath God the Fa- 
ther ſealed. Now this glorious Life is 
- notgiven to all, but only to thoſe who 


1der | 


nite | 


are united to him. As Adam the 
principle of the carnal corrupt Nature, 
derivesGuilt and Death to all his Proge- 
ny, fo Jeſus Chrift (who is oppoſed to 
him) the Head and Prince of the re- 
newed State, communicates Life and 
Glory to his People. The Apoſtle ex- 
prefles it, As in Adam all dye, his na- 
tural Deſcendants are involv'd in his 
Condemnation, ever: ſo in Chriſt ſhall all 
be made alive : that 1s, all that are ſpiri- 


tually united to him fhall partake of 


his glorious Reſurrection. And St. Fohr: 
tells us, He that hath the Son hath Life, 
and he that hath not the Son hath not Life. 
The having the Son, upon which our 
right to Eternal Life depends, is believ- 
ing in him. Faith has a principal Ef 


ficiency in receiving Chriſt, therefore 


tis expreſt by that At 3. But as many as 
received hint, to them gave he power to 


become 
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become the Sons of God, (and conſe. ! 
quently Heirs of Glory) to as many # | 
believed on his Name. And Chriſt is | 
Epheſ.3-17. ſaid to dwell in our Hearts by Faith. This 
is not a meer aſſent to the Doctrines of ! 
the Goſpel concerning the Dignity of | 
bis Perſon, that he 1s 1n ſo high and | 
glorious a Relation of being the Eter. 
nal Son of God, and the infinite value ' 
of his Merits, whereby he is able to ſave | 
all that come unto God by him, and his | 


merciful compaſſionate Nature to em- 
brace returning Sinners, and the excel- 
lency of the benefits purchaſed by him, 
but ſuch a Belief as {ways the Will and 
Aﬀections to receive him upon God's 


terms for our Salvation. Faith is ſeated * 


in the whole Sou], in the Mind and | 


Heart, and accepts of Chriſt intirely as 
Prophet, Prieſt and King. The parts 
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of the Mediator's Office, are infeparably ' 


connected, and all the Effects of them 


are communicated to the ſame Perſons. 


Jeſus Chriſt is made of God to Believers, 
Hiſdom, to cure their Ignorance and 
Folly, Rizhteouſneſs to aboliſh their 
Guilt, Sundification to renew their Na- 
tures, and Redemption to free them at 
laſt, from the Grave and bring them to 


Glory. From hence 'tis clear, that the 
Faith 
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Faith, which is juſtifying and faving,in- 
cludes in its Nature, as dependance and 
truſt in Chriſt as a powertul and merci- 
ful Mediator, that 1s able and willing to 
reconcile us to God, and make us - for 
ever happy 1n his Favour ; ſo a ſincere 
reſolution of Obedience and Subjection 
to all his holy Commands, evento the 
plucking out of the right Eye, and the 
cutting off the right hand, the parting 
with the moſt pleaſing or profitable 
Sins. For the Promiſes of God that are 
the Rule of Faith, make an offer of 
Chriſt upon theſe Conditions to us : 


Him hath God exalted with his right hand, As 5. 31+ 


to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give 
repentance to Iſrael and forgiveneſs of Sins. 


And only the Fuſtified ſhall be glorified. Roms S. 


Thoſe therefore who deſire a partial 
intereſt in him as a Saviour, out of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, to eſcape- Hell, and 
will not out of Love ſubmit to him as 
their Prince, have not that Faith that is 
unfeigned,and givesa title to Eternal Life 
by the Promiſes of the Goſpel. 

2, We mult chuſe Heaven as our ſu- 
pream Happineſs, and regard it as the 
main end of our Lives.Man fell from his 
Duty and Felicity by preferring ſenſual 
Pleaſure before the Favour of God, and 

| became 
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became gwilty of the greateſt Diſobedi. } 

ence and Diſhonour to his Maker, and | 

1s reſtored by the holy change of hy | 

Will, the ſetting his AﬀeGions on a 

pure Spiritual Bleſſedneſs, This fubli | 

ming the Will, and turning its Love and | 

Choice from the Creatures to God, is þ 

the effet of Divine Grace,and wrought | 

in a rational way. For Manis not mo- | 
ved as aftificial Engines by force, nor | 
as Brutes from neceffity, their Faculties | 
being determined by the outward appli- | 
cation of Objes : he is not drawn up þ 
to Heaven by ſuch a natural impreſſion, | 
asSteel by the Load-ſtone, nor forc'd by | 
a viotent motion as a Stone aſcends, but 
as an underſtanding free Agent, by the 
direCtion of the enhghtned Mind, and | 
the conſent of the Will, an elective un- | 
conſtrained Faculty. And herein the | 
Wifdom,Goodnefs and Equity of God's | 
Tranfadtions with Man appears. His | 
Wiſdom, 1n that as he has ordered in 
the whole ſphere of Nature, that the | 
active Powers of every Creature, be 
drawn forth into exerciſe for their pre- 
ſervation, and accordingly he is pleaſed 
to work m and by them, fo the Under- 
ſtanding and Will, the Principles of 
Operatron 1n Man, are to _—_ 
and 
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” and chooſe in order to his Happinefs. 
Otherwiſe the rattonal Faculties would 
f he | bein vain. His Goodneſsand Equity, 
»n 2 © inthat he ſets before them Eternal Life 
ablj. | as the Reward of Obedience. God 
and | will be glorified by him as a Law-giver 
1,js | anda BenefaCtor, and has ordained in 
wht | the Goſpe], that all who chuſe and di- 
mo- | ligently feek the Kingdom of Heaven 
noe | ſhall infallibly obtain it, and none be 
Itis | deprived of it, but for their negle&t. 
pli- | The Decree of a final ſtate of Miſery, 
up þ though not in time, yet 1s conſequent 
on. | inthe order of cauſes to the obſtinate 
| by | reluftancy of Sinners againſt reſtoring 
but | Grace, and the wiltul forſaking their 
the © own Mercies. Therefore God vindi- 
ind © cates the Equity - of his Proceedings 
an- | With Men by their own Principles, and 
the | With tender pity expoſtulates, Why will 
| Je djze? The corrupt Will declining 
His from God, and adhering to the Crea- 
| inf ture as its Happineſs, 1s the true cauſe 
he © ofMans ruin. This will infinitely clear 
be | the Wiſdom and Juſtice, the Purity and 
re- Goodneſs of God from all Imputation. 
&d | The choice of Heaven for our 
r- & Felicity is primarily to be deter- 
of mined, for 'tis from the profpe& of 
te © 1t, that all holy Counſels derive 
| their 
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their Life and Vigour. As 1n drawing 2 
the Picture ofa Man, the firſt work i; 
to delineate the Head, not only as the | 


part that in dignity and eminence is a: 
bove the reſt, but as 1t regulates the 
drawing of the other parts, and gives a 
juſt proportion and correſpondence be. 
tween them, without which the whole 
Figure becomes diſordered and mon- 
ſtrous. Thus in the moral conſidera- 
tion of Man, that which 1s primarily to 
be conſidered is the Soul, and its final 
Felicity, as incomparably more excellent 
than theBody and its Pleaſures : for this 
will have a powerful influence upon 
the whole Life, directing toavoid what 
is inconſiſtent and impertinent, and to 
do what is conducive to it. 


Now this being a matter of unſpeak- : 
able importance, I will firſt ſhew what | 


the regular choice of Heaven include, 
as to its Qualitics and Effects. Second- 
ly, dirct how to make this Choice, 
Thirdly, preſent ſome powerful Motive 


to excite us to it, 


The Qualities of this Choice are | 
Firſt, it muſt be ſincere and | 
cordial. Sccondly, early, in our firſt | 


three. 


and beſt days, 
ſtant, 


Thirdly, firm and con- 
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1. It muſt be ſincere and cordial. 


3 - The moſt eſſential and aCtivedeſire in 
- human Nature is to Happineſs, but 
< ; there being two kinds of good things 


preſented to the Will, that folicit the 


| Afﬀections, the pleaſures of Senſe, and 
. | ſpiritual Joys, from hence it is that that 
- which makes Men happy is the object 
. | of Eletion. And although there is 
- | nothing more uniform and inviolable 
- than the natural inclination to Happi- 
: neſs, yet the great diſtin&ion of Man- 
| kind ariſes from this ſource, the regular 
© or perverſe uſe of this inclination, the 
- wiſe or miſtaking choice of Happineſs, 
- Now the Sincerity of our Choice is dif- 
- covered, when 'tis clear and entire, ari- 
* (ing from a tranſcendent eſteem of the 


favour and enjoyment of God as our 


; chief Good, and abſolutely requiſite 
- for us. The Choice of true Happineſs, 
d- ® neceſfarily includes the deſpiſing and re- 
- {ing of the falſe Happineſs that ſtands 
5 | 1ncompetition with it.  T here cannot 


* be two reigning Principles in the Soul: 


; |: forit cannot vigorouſly apply it {elf to 
| two Objects at the ſame time. 
| Saviour has decided it, No ear can 
- Þ ſerve two Maſters, for either he will hate 
” the one and love the other, or hold to the 


Our 
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one, and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot + ſeree Þ 
God and Nlammon., The Maſters are | 
Irreconcileable,and their commands are | 
dircaly oppoſite. It was as poſlible | 
to place upon the ſame Altar the Ark | 
of God, and the Idol of the *Ph:l:tin, | 
as that Heaven and the World ſhould |: * 
compound and take equal ſhares in our |, 
Aticdions. Indeed if the conceptions | 

11 the Mind are but faint and floating of 

the univerſal ſatisfying Goodneſs of the |: 
Object propoſed to make us happy, the þ z 
Will remains in ſuſpence; but when 'ts | 

clearly and {trongly repreſented, the þ 3 
Heart 1s drawn intirely to embrace it, þ: 
Divine Grace by the illumination of the & 
Underſtanding puriftiesand changes the Þ 

depraved Will, and heals the diſtempe | 

red Aﬀections. The wiſe Merchan| T 
that had a diſcerning Eye ſaw reaſon þ 
enough to part with all, that he might Þ} . 
gain the Pearl of Price, the Grace anlF} ; 
Glory of the Kingdom of Heaven. The®” 
Apoſtle declares his reſolute contempt | 
of the concurrence of all the Prerogs | 
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tives either the Law or the World could # lo 
afford him, that he might have an Inte-F pÞ 
reſt in Chriſt, the Reconciler. and Re-Þ P 
ſtorer of Man to the Favour and Fd-W; 
lowſhip of God. But what things wen} Lo 
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gain to me, thoſe 1 counted loſs for Chriſt 3 
gea doubtleſs I count all things but loſs for 
the Excellency of the Knowledg of Feſis 
Chriſt my Lord, for whom I have ſuffered 


' the Ioſs of all things, and do count 


them but dung, that I might win Chriſt. 
The glorious Goſpel is the brighteſt and 


| moſt pleaſant Light that ever ſhone up- 


on the World, a revelation of the deep- 
eſt Wiſdom and moſt admirable Love, 
wherein the combination of God's holy 


* and wonderful Counſels for our Salvati- 
- on is unfolded,and accordingly St. Pal, 


with the greateſt Life of Affection ſets 
forth his value of it, and by full and 
moſt vilifying Expreflions rejects all 


” things in compariſon of it. 


2. The Sincerity of the Heavenly 


© Choice is diſcovered by a zealous ob- 
» ſeryance of the means requilite in order 
” toit. Inanimate things incline to reſt 
* intheir Centre, the rational intend and 
= purſue it. The blefled End when va- 


led and reſpected according to its 


E worth, excites and directs the Afﬀecti- 
- ons and Endeavours in that order and 
} meaſure as 1s proportionable to its Ex- 
'| cellency ; and the difficulties of obtain- 
Z mg it. There may be a naked eſtima- 
- tion; and ſome deſires of Eternal Hap= 
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pineſs ſimply conſidered, yet the Will 
remain incompleat and undetermined | 
in its choice : tor the End in conjuni. | 
on with the Meansis propounded to ug | 
and the carnal Man will not conſent to | 
the Means. He diſlikes the Holineſs of |: 
Religion, and will rather forfeit Hes | 
ven than ſubmit to ſuch ſtrict terns, | 
Though with Balaazs, in a fit of Devo | 
tion heſays, O that 1 might diethe deati | 
of the Righteous, and that my laſt end 
z1ight be like bis, yet from Indulgence | 
to his ſenſual Inclinations, he will na | 
live as the righteous. All his wiſhes of | 
trueHappinels are ſoon ſtrangled by the} 
predominant love of ſome Vanity. 'Tx} 
PCl.106.14 faid of the //raelites, they deſpiſed the ples | 


ts 
= 


ſant Land, not abſolutely i it ſelf,forit 


was the Glory of all Lands, abounding |: 
with things for the ſupport and delight 
of Man, but conſidering its diſtance, a® 
Wilderneſs waſte and wild interpoſing,} - 
and the Enemies to be encountred, they * 1 
did not think it worthy of under 
going ſuch hazards and difficultics | | 
'The Land of Canaan was a Type df}. | 


EY 


Heaven, both with reſpe& to its ples} : 
fantneſs, and the manner of the [ſraelitu} 1 
obtaining it. Their Title toit was de # 
rived from the rich Bounty of _ U | 
tnere'f. 
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| 2 fv 'tis called the Land of Promiſe 


1 but it was to be poſleſt by Conqueſt. 
{ Thus the Celeſtial Canaan 1s the pure 


gift of God, but the actual enjoyment ' 


- of it isobtained by vicoriousreſiſtance, 
againſt the Enemies of our Salvation. 


| And carnal Men deſpiſe this pleaſant 


- Land, the Promiſe being inſeparably 
; joined with Precepts of Duty and Obe- 
= dience, from which they are averſe. 
+ Buthe that chooſes ſincerely, is joyful 
- and vigorousin theuſe of means for ac- 
- quiring his moſtdefired good. Ardent 
- Aﬀe@Mons, like E/jah's Chariot of Fire, 
- Traviſh the Soul above this ſenſible 


x}, World, to the place where God dwells 
. inGlory. Zeal animatcshisendeavours, 

it as the Motion of the Heart diffuſes the 
ing} Spirits into the Arteries, to convey 


3 Life to all parts of the Body. Ore 
thing (faith the inflamed Pſalmiſt) have 
”* TI adeſired of the Lord, that will I ſeek af- 


h j ter, that I may dwell in the Houſe of the 
.* Lord all the days of my Life, to behold 
ics; the Beauty of the Lord,and to enquire into 


: his Temple. The ſenſual Man is ranging 


" abroad for ſatisfaction, and ſhoots all 
©} the Game that croſſes his Eye 3 but the 


& Soul that has a diſcovering light, and 


j feeling heat of the Divine Beauty,unites 
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all its defires in God, and with affect. | 
on toanextaſy longs for the enjoyment 
of him, and the endeavours are in ſome | 
proportionto the deſires. Our Saviour F 
tells us, That from the days of John the | 
Baptiſt until now,the Kingdon of Heaven | 
ſuffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force. Some previous rays of the Sun | 
of Righteouſneſs appeared in his Mini | 
ſcry, and produc'd ſuch a holy ardency þ 
in thoſe Converts,that with all reſolute | 
on,diligence and earneſtnels they ſought | 
to be partakers of the Bleſledneſs re- | 
vealed. Lazy Deſires, caly Profecuti- | 
ons, ſluggiſh Attempts,diſcover that the f 


Heart is not througly engaged for the 
ſpiritual Eternal Good. . When the 
Endistruly deſigned it will giveLawto 
the Actions. This 1s vilible in Men who 
are wholly led by Senſe, how ſagacious, 


how ſollicitous are they to accompliſh ; 
their Ends and baſe Deſigns ? They try Þ 
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all ways either by fine Difitmulation,or * 


toilſome Induſtry to obtain their De- 


fires. No time 1s too much in thar | 


gainful Affairs, or voluptuous Enjoy- 
ments. They transform the Night to 
lengthen out the Day for their Profit, 


they vail the Day to lengthen out the . 


Night for their Eaſe and Pleaſure. But 
: a | BE alas, 
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” alas, Heavenisonly regarded by the By 


” as if the intellectual Soul were only 
© given to dwell with the Body on Earth, 
” the place of its Baniſhment, and dire& 
* Affairs here below, and not to lead in 
” the way to Heaven, the place of its 
Nativity, and prepare for another 
” World. The work of Salvation 1s tol- 
lowed with that remiſs degree of Aﬀe- 
ion,as if it were a {light matter whether 
performed or neglected. Theſe Per- 
ſons carry their Conviction in their 
Boſoms; for they are ardentand active 
toobtain inferior and infinitely leſscon- 
cerning Ends, but with that cold appli- 
cation mind the ſuperior nobler End of 
Man, that it is wholly fruſtrate, which 
plainly ſhews 1t was never ſcrioully 1n- 
tended by them. 

3. The ſincerity of our Heavenly 
choice declares it {c1f, in the temper and 
frame of our Hearts with reſpcct to all 
temporalthings in this World. For our 
main and happy End being cſtabliſbed, 
that it conſiſts not m ſecular Riches, 
and Honours,and the Pleaiures of Senlſp, 
but in the clear viſion of God, the 
bleſſedneſs of the Spirit 3 it follows that 
all preſent things are in our uſe fo fax 
good or evil, and to be delired or not, 

H 4 as 
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as they are profitable or prejudicial to | 
our obtaining Salvation, as they condu&t | 
or divert us from Heaven. A wik || 
Chriſtian looks on temporal things not | 
through the Glaſs of diſordered Paſſions, F 


that are impetuous and impatient for | 


what is grateful to them, but with refe- |} | 


rence to his future Happineſs. He con- | 
fiders the train of Temptations that F 
attend an exalted condition, and de- | 
fires ſuch a portion of theſe thingy, | 
as may redound to the Glory of the | 
Giver, and be improved for his own | 
Salvation. This Purity of Afﬀections | 
our Saviour teaches us; For in his di- | 
vine form of Prayer, the true direory 
of our defires, are ſet down in an adm Þ 
rable orderall thingswe are to pray for. F 
And they reſpect the End,or the Means. 
The End is the primary object of our 
. defires, accordingly the two firſt Peti- F 
tions concern our blefled End, as it ® 
reſpects God and our ſelves. We pray, ' 
hatlowed be thy Name, that is, by the re- _ 
verence and adoration of all his Sub- 
jets: and, thy Kingdom gome, that is, | 
for the manifeſtation of his Eternal | 
Glory in the next World, that we may | 
reign with him. The Means in order F 
to this End are of two ſorts. Some con: | 
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! dud to it by themſelves, thoſe are the 
Z good things defired in the third and 
Y Gurth Petitions; and ſome lead to it by 
accident,and thoſe arethe freedom from 
| evils expreſt in the laſt Petition. The 
E good things defired either have adirect 
” influenceupon ourobtaining Happineſs; 


. | and they are ſum'd up in our univerſal 


” obedience to God's Will, expreſt in the 


. | third Petition, let thy Will be done on 


Earth as it 3s in Heavens or theyare 

ſuch as by way of ſubſerviency promote 
- our Happineſs, and thoſe we pray for 
- in the fourth Petition, Give as this day 


[- our daily Bread, And 'tis obſervable 


- there is but one Petition for Temporal 


Bleflings, and 'tis the laſt in the Order 
, EF ofthoſe that concern good things. And 


| that ſingle Petition is fo reſtrained, 
| that, 'tis evident by its Tenour, that 


- © earthly things are not abſolutely good 
it © to bedeſired for themſelves, but rela- 


tively and ſubordinately to our eternal 
Good. Daily Bread we muſt ask of 
our heavenly Father, the neceſlary ſup- 
port of the preſent Lite, without which 
we cannot exerciſe our internal or ex- 
ternal Powers and Faculties in his Ser- 
vice,but not Delicacies and Abundance 
for the luxurious Appetite, | 
OT EN rae The 
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re alicujus rei {cry of Men, is their perverſe abuſe of | 
inherereprop-things, by turning the Means into the F 
ter ſeipſam, End, ſetting their Aﬀections of Love, | 


#ti autem, Tefire, and. Joy upon ſenſ1ble things, as 
quod in uſum 


venerit, ad id 
god amis 
obtinendum : 
referre. Aug. {ubſervient. As if One diſeaſed and 
de Dot. fickly in a Forreign Country, that 
Chrilt, could not poſſibly recover Health but 
100! 
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The difference of Conditions in the | 
preſent World is very great: as in Phe. | 
raoh's Dream, ſome Ears of Corn were | 
ſo full and weighty that they bended F 
with their weight, others ſo thin and | 
blaſted.that they were as Stubble for the | 
Fire. Thus ſome abound in all Fe. | 
licities poſſible in this Life, others are | 
chaſtened every Morning, under various : 
and continual Afﬀictions. Now this Þ 
infallible Principle being planted in the | 
Heart, that all preſent things are to be | 
improved with reſpect to our future | 
Happineſs, will moderate the Aﬀections | 
in Proſperity, fo to uſe the World that | 
we may enjoy God, and make us not | 
only patient but pleaſed in Adver- | 


fities, as they are preparatory for Hea- | 


The Original of all the Sins and Mi- | 


£. 
4 


their proper Happineſs, with inconlt- | 
derate neglect of the ſpiritual eternal |* 
ſtate,to which all other things ſhould be | 
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in his Native Air, 1n his return thither, 


E invited by the pleaſantneſs of the way, 
” ſhould take up his reſidence in it, and 


- never arrive to his own Country. 
Among the Weſ# Indians ſome are 


| *reported to be ſo ſwift in running, * Acoſta. 
'F that no Horſe can keep pace with 
” them, and they have a conſtant rule in 
- their Diet, to eat of no Beaſt, or Bird, 
- or Fiſh that is {low in motion, fancying. 


it would transfuſea [luggiſhneſs 1n them. 
The Chriſtian Lite 1s by the Apoſtle 
compar'd to a Race, and earthly things 


| byan inſeparable” property of Nature 
' Toad and depreſs the Soul. that it cannot 


with vigour run the race ſet before it. 
The Believer therefore who intends for 
the high price of his Calling, and is true to 
his end, will be temperate in all things. 


| Nay he will not only be circumſpe& 
- leſt they ſhould check with his great 
© Delign, but wiſely manages them in. 


ſubſerviency to it. St. Paul, charges 
them that are rich in this World,to do good, 
to be rich in good Works, ready to diſtri- 


* bute, willing to communicate, laying in 


Pore for themſelves a good Foundation a- 

gainſ the tine to come, that they may lay 
old of eternal Life. | 
And the fixed aim at Heaven as our 
| ED | Felt- 


Tim. 6, 18, 


I9, 
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Felicity, will reconcile an afflicted ſtate | 
tous. When temporal Evils are eff. | 
Etual means to promote our everlaſting | 
Happineſs, the amiableneſs and excel. þ 
lency of the End changes their Nature, | 
and makes thoſe Calamities that in then. | 
ſelves are intolerable, to become light | 
and eaſy. The Poor, the eMourners, the | 
Perſecuted are bleſſed now, becauſe thein | 


zs the Kingdom of Heaven. The Apoſtle, 


though under variety of ſharp troubls, | 
yet expreſſes his ſence with that mitigs | 
tion, as but lightly toucht with them: | 
as forrowful, but always rejoicing. From | 
hence he tells us, that with -— | 


courage he proſecuted his glorious En 


Þor our light afflitions that are but fora | 


moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing weight of Glory. This (erioufly be- 
heved and conſidered, will make us 
underſtand the Harmony and Conſent 


of the moſt diſcordant parts of Gods | 
Providence. This will reconcile the | 
ſeverity and roughneſs of his Hand, with | 
the tender Compaſſions of his Heart | 
towards his Servants. Thns will dryup | 
Rivers of unprofitable Tears that flow | 
from the afflicted, and make the Croſs | 


of Chriſt a light burthen. For ther 


heavieſt Affions are not only conſi- | 
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- ſtent with his Love, but the Effects of 
* it, being influential upon their Happi- 
” neſs. Whereas the proſperity of Fools 
. | ſhall ſlay them, and their good things 
| here aggravate their Muſeries here- 


- after. 


4. The fincere choice of Heaven as 


- our final Happineſs, will make us aſpire 
tothe greateſt height of Holineſs we 


are capable of in the preſent ſtate. For 


* the End has always a powerful virtue 


to transform a Man into its likeneſs : 
and Heaven is a ſtate of perfe& con- 
formity to the Holy God, This 
difference 1s obſervable between the 
Underſtanding and the WAll in their 
Operations: The Underſtanding in 
forming Conceptions of things, draws 
the Objedt to it ſelf. The Will is drawn 
by the Object it chooſes, and is always 
faſhioning and framing the Soul into an 
intire conformity to it. Thus carnal 
Objects when propounded as the End 
of a Man, ſecretly imprint on him their 
likeneſs, his Thoughts, AfﬀeCtions, and 
whole Converſation 1s carnal, As the 
Palmiſt ſpeaks of the Worſhippers of 


Idols, they, that make them are like unto Pfal, 115.8. 


them, ſo is every one that _— in then : 
whatever we adore and elteem, we are 
changed - 
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Image of his glorious Holineſs1s derived 


on the Soul, and it becomes Godly: | 
the Heart 1s drawn by his attraCtive ex: | 
cellencies, and the Life directed to him, | 
This being a point of great importance, Þ 
T ſhall further prove and illuſtrate it; | 


There 1s no dcliberating about the de- 


grees of that which is loved for it {df F 
as our End. More or leſs may reſpett | 
the Means that are valued and uſed to | 
obtain it, but the love of the End is | 


vaſt and unlimited. A Phyſician en- 
deavours to recover his Patient toſound 
and perfect Health, that being the End 
of his Art. He that ſeeks for Honour 
or Riches, is not content with a medi- 
ocrity of Succeſs, but drives on his At- 
fairs to the full period of his Delires, 
An ardent 'Lover of Learning with a 
noble jealouſy ſtrives to excel others 1n 
Knowledg.. In ſhort, no Man deſigns 
and longs for a thing as his Happineſs, 


' * Þiit will uſe all diligence to gain the 


preſent and full Poſlefſion of it. There- 
fore it cannot be imagined that any' 
RY Per- 


changed into its Image. Idolaters are 
as.ſtupid and ſenceleſs, as the Idols to F 
which they pay Homage. Thus whe | 
God is choſen as our ſupream Good and | 
laſt End, by converfing with him the Þ 
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Perſon ſincerely propounds the injoy- 
ment of Heaven as his End, but Love 
” will make him fervent and induſtrious 
/ to be as Heavenly as is poſlible here. 
F Hewill ſtrive by bleſſed and glorious 
* Gradations to aſcend to the perfe&ion 


of his aims and deſires, to be holy as God 
1s koly in all manner of Converſation, to be 
pure as Chriſt is pure. We have an ad- 
mirable inſtance of this in St Pax! who 


declares, Brethren, I connt not my ſelf, to Phil. 3. 13, 


have apprehended + but this enething 1 do, 
forgetting #hoſe things which are behind, 
and reacking furth unto thoſe things which 
are before, I preſs toward the mark, for 
the price of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſms.His Progreſs was great,yetthat did 
not make him {lack in the proſecution 
of his End. He labourcd to attain the 
Prefident of our Saviour, to feel the 
Power of his Death and Life, to appre- 
hend Chriſt intirely and perftealy as 

Chriſt had apprehended hint. He was ve- 

ry diligent to improve the Divine Image 

m his Heart and Lite. 
From hence we may diſcover the vani- 
ty of their Hopes, that are of luke-warm 


Aﬀections in Religion,(theabhorr'd cha- 


racter of Laodicea) who eſteem it a pru- 


dent Principle, as convenient for their 
hy Cal- 
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carnaleaſe and intereſt,not to be earn | 
in following Holineſs. Vicesin mediocrity | 
are tolerable with them,only the exceſs | 
condemned. iThey content themſelvg | 


with a mediocrity in Religion, and are 
preſumptuous and ſecure, as the Church 


that ſaid, I amr rich, and have need of ne. | 


thing. They boaſt as if they had found 


out the temperate Region between the | 
burning Line and the frozen Pole, | 
They account all that is above their de. | 
grees in Religion, to be furious or in. | 
diſcreet Zeal, and all below to be dead, | 
cold Profaneneſs. They cenſure thoſe | 


for Hypocriſy or unneceſlary Stridneſ, 
who are viſibly better, and ſtand upon 
proud compariſons with thoſe who are 


viſibly worſe. And thus ſet off them- | 
{clves by taxing others. But how ealily | 


do Men deceive and damn themſelves? 
Can we have too much of Heaven up- 
on the Earth 2 Can we become too like 
God, when a perfect conformity to him 
1s our Duty and Felicity 2 Indeed Mo- 
ral Vertue conſiſts in a Mediocrity, not 


of the habitual Quality, but of the At- | 
fections and Aftions between the vick | 
ous extremities. Fortitude conſiſts in | 
the mean between Cowardiſe, and raſh | 


Boldneſs, but how much the more con- 


fections | 
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firard the couragious Habit is, ſo much 


the more a Man excells in that Virtue. 
Liberality conſiſts between an indif- 
creet Profuſeneſs, and ſordid Avarice. 


” Patience between a ſoft Delicacy, and 


ſtupid Inſenſibility. Thus Philoſophic 


Virtue glories in its Beauty as pure and 


| intire, between two vicious Deformi- 


ties. And the Religionof many is Pa- 
oaniſm dreſt up in a Chriſtian Faſhion. 


* But this mediocrity only belongs to in- 
| feriour Vertues, that reſpe& things of 


created limited goodneſs, and is deter- 
mined according to the worth of their 
Nature. . But divine Graces reſpe& an 


{ object ſupreamly Good, an\ their per- 


tection conſiſts in their moſt excellent 
degrees, and the moſt intenſe Aﬀections 
and Operations that are leading to nt. 
Faith in its Obedience, Hope in its A(- 
ſurance, Love 1n its Ardour can never 
exceed. When the Objef is Infinite, a 
mediocrity 1s vicious. Humility can 
never deſcend too low, nor Love aſ- 
cend too high: for refle&ing upou our 
natural and moral Imperfe&tions, that 
we were raiſed from nothing, that we 
are defiled and debaſed with Sin, we 
cannot have too low thoughts of our 
ſelves. And fince God the Soveraign 

: Being, 
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| their defes, and tell you they do no 7 


Being, infinite in PerfeCtions, and in- I 
finitely amiable is the Object,no bound 
or meaſure muſt be ſet to our Aﬀeti. | 
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ons, but with all our united Power, || © 
all the Heart, and with all the Soul, wn Þ * 
with all the Mind,and withall the Sirengt, | ! 
Wwe muſt love him, and pleaſe him, and X 
endeavour to be beloved of him. | * 

There are others will acknowle<| © 


y_ 


pretend to eminent Sandity, to the 
Graces of the Apoſtles and Martyrs,nof 
aſpire to their degrees in Glory, thy} ® 
are content with a lower place in Her d! 
ven, and leſs ſtrict Religion is ſufficienſ®** 
for their | purpoſe. This - deceit 
ſtrengthned by Popery, that enervateſ%” 
and diſſolves many of our Saviour|?: 
Precepts, by teaching they are not Law; 
obliging all Chriſtans to Obedienc © 
that will attain to eternal Life, buff": 
Counſcls of Perfcaion : if they are na! 
done 'tis no Sin, and the performanc® 
of them meritorioully intitles to a riches? 


Crown. And though Men by impurſf 


Indulgencies pleaſe their ſenſual Aﬀeſ 
ctions, yet by taſting Purgatory in th 
way, they may come to Heaven 
caſter terms than a univerſal reſped 
God's Commands, and anequal carety. 


obſri 
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- obſerve them. But Death will confute 
Ty | all theſe feeble wretched Pretences, for 
= þ. though the Saints above ſhine with an 
| unequal brightneſs, as the Stars differ 
| in Glory : yet none are there but 
| Saints, And thoſe who do not mourn 
” under their Imperfe&tions, and unfein- 
led | edly deſire and endeavour to be better 
| were never really good. The ſloathful 
Servant that did not waſte but negle& 
to improve his Talent, was caſt into 
ok | outer darkneſs, There are different de- 
T - prees of puniſhments in Hell, but the 
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. ol pf Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs 
s 3" the fear of God. 
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The Choice of Heaven muſt be mf 
The Pretences of eMecns delaying 
Repentance. The infinite danger i if 
it, 


Secondly. He choice of Eee 
Felicity mult be exþ 
ly in the prime of our days. The me 
of our Duty, and Reaſon binds us uf 
remember eur Creatonr in car Touth, up: 
pay to him the {irſt fruits of our Tink: E 
and Strength. When we are furrounde 
with 1 inticing Objects, and the Sen? 
are entire and moſt capable to np : 
them, when the electing Powers are 
their vigour, then 'tis juſt we ſhoul 
ive to God,obcy him as our Law-gif 
and prefer the fruition of him in Hes i, 
ven,the reward of Obedience, before i - 
the pleaſures of Vanity. *Tis wi 
honourable and pleaſing to God wp 
the Heart to him, when the Fleſh as 
the World ſtrongly ſolicit to withlos 
it. Tis a high endearment of the Si 
to him, when his excellencies are pÞ 


valent in the Eſteem and Aﬀcctionl ; 
boo , 


— 
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| bove all the charms of the Creatures. 
E And tis an unſpeakable ſatisfaction to 


” the Spirit of a Man,to declarethe Truth 


cok 
elajin 2 
ger off 


and Strengtn of his love to God, by 


: deſpiſing all Temptations when they 


are moſt inviting,. and he is moſt recep- 
tive of them. But alas! how many 
neglect their Duty and deter their Hap- 
pineſs 2 They think it too ſoon to live 
tor Heaven before the evil days come 
wherein they ſhall kave no * Pleaſure,when 


” they cannot Sin, and fondly preſume 
| they can Repent. The iniinite danger 


of this I will briefly lay open, 
The Devil is a Sophiſter in perfecti- 


' © on, and his ordinary and ſucceſsful Ar- 


titice to elude the force of preſent con- 


F vidion, and wrap Men in Sin and 
| Damnation, 1s to induce them to delay 
4; the great work of the Soul till after- 


wards. He is not fo fooliſh to tell them” 
as he did our firſt Parents, ye ſhall not 
die, for the Temptation is ſo palpable 
that it could deceive none. Though 
the evidence and certainty of ſuperna- 
tural Truths that diſturb the ſecurity of 
Sinners is ſometimes obſcur'd by affetted 
doubts, yet there is no artifice that can 
reſiſt the full and ſtrong conviction in 
Mankind, That Death is inevitable. 
I Thoagh 
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Though Nature recoils from it with ab. 
horrence, yet this ſad Truth is fo viſibk 
that it forces an aſſent from all. Thoſe 
who are titular Gods are not ſo vain as 
to pretend to an exemption by privi- 
lege from that fatal necefiity, not to 
fancy that they may be imbalm( alive, 
and Nature made incorruptible by Art, 
The Pallace 1s as near the Grave as the 
Cottage. Therefore the Devil cheri- 
ſhes in Men fond hopes of long Life. 
As ſome Optick Glaſſes deceive the 
fight, and make a ſuperficial repreſen- 
tation in Colours on a Wall but two or 
three ſteps diſtance,appear a long deep 
Gallery. Thus the Tempter by a dan- 
gerous artifice preſents to the imagina- 
tion the fatal term at a great diſtance,and 
ſince he cannot weaken the certaintyof 
Death in Mens Belief, he removes the 
[mage of jt out of their Memories, to 
leſſen the impreſſton that itis capable to 
make on their Spirits. They dare not 


venture to die as they live careleſs of | 


Salvation, and unprepared for their 
accounts with God); therefore to ſuſpend 
the workings of Conſcience by a ſeems 
ing compliance,the Tempter inſinuates, 
there will be a long interval between 
zhe preſent time and the laſt hour, that 

| fhall 
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ſhall decide their ſtate for ever, that it 
will be a convenient ſeaſon to prepare - 
for the other World when they have 
done with this, as if Repentance were 
beſt at laſt, when there are no Temp- 
tations, and therefore no danger of re- 
tracing 1t. 

And the Heart of Man 1s a great 
Flatterer, very ſubtile to deceive and 
ruin him with vain reſolutions of a de- 
yout retirement, and becoming ſeri- 
ouſly Religious hereafter, and thus by 
an eaſy permiſtion he gratifies the pre- 
ſent deſires of the Fle{h, and gocs in a 
Circuit from one Vanity to another, till 
Death ſurpriſe the Preſumer. Tis very 
applicable to this purpoſe what 1s rela- 
ted of Alcexs the Poet, who from eve- 


ry ſeaſon of the Year took Arguments Athen.l.20, 


to givea new title to his intemperance. G9- 


The Spring requir'd liberal drinking im 
ſign of Joy for the renovation of Na- 
ture; The Summrr to temper the heat, 
and refreſh our draught; *'Twas due to 
Autumn as dedicated to the Vintage 3 
and Winter requird it to expel the 
Cold, that would congeal the Blood 
and Spirits. Thus he pleaded for the 
allowance of his Exceſs. And thus Men 
n the ſeveral Ages of Life, (which are 
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Tam modico 
ore tam im- 
menſa £quo- 
rum vaſtitas 
panditur. 
Plin. 


correſpondent to the ſeaſons of the 
Year) have ſome Excuſes to delay Re- 
pentance, and give ſome colour to their 


contumacy in negle&ting Salvation, | 


The Vanity of Childhood,the Pleaſures 
of Youth, the Buſineſs of Middle Ape, 
the Infirmities of old Age are plauſible 
pretences to put off the ſeeking the 
Kingdom of Heaven and the Righte- 


- ouſneſs thereof; Now to excite us to a 


preſent choice and purſuit of eternal 
Happineſs, Let us conſider, | 
I. This Life 1s the only ſeaſon allow- 
cd us for preparation im order to Im- 
mortallity. As we improve or negle&t 
It, we ſhall be for ever. *'Tis obfervd 
concerning the Straights where the Sea 
1s buta few miles broad,yet from thence 
1t pours it {clf into the vaſt Ocean that 
extends to both the Indies. So this 
Lite that 1s confin'd within the {traits of 
Time, 1ſJues it ſelf into a boundleſs E- 
tcrnity of Good or Evil. From a few 
years, well or 1] ſpent here, tar im- 
wenſa ſeculorum vaſtitas panditur, Milli- 
ons of Ages follow of Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery. If Men now ſet their affections on 
things above, and earneſtly ſeek them, 
they ſhall joyfully aſcend to the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light: for the 
Dre- 
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preparation for Happineſs is here, the . 


perteCtion of it hereafter. But if they 
are carnally z1inded, and the main deljgn 
of their lives be to enjoy the preſent 
World, when the parting hour 1s come, 
and Death ſhall make a ſeparation be- 
tween them and it, their Miſery 1s irre- 
coverable as the Grave. Indeed if we 
had two lives in ſucceſſion allowed us 
for tryal,and having err'd in our choice 


of Happineſs in the firſt, - might corre& 


our errour in a ſecond Life, there were 


ſome pretence for ſecurity : but ſince 
immediately after Death a private judg- 


_ ment paſſesupon the Soul, without ap- 


peal to a more favourable Tribunal, 
fince then the errour is unpardonable 
for ever, there 1s no ſtupidity equals the 
preſent negle& of Salvation. 

2, Let us conſider the deſperate un- 
certainties upon which Men build their 
Hopes of a future Repentance and Di- 
vine Acceptance. 

1. Men are flattered with the Pre- 
ſumption of long Lite. But what is 
more uncertain ? 'Tis the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God to keep concealed in 
his own Counſels the time of our ſo- 
journing here 3 for if Men though li- 
able to Death every hour, and _ 
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fore ſhould be under a juſt fear leſt it 
ſurpriſe them unprepared, yet againſt 
ſo ſtrong a carb run with that exorbj- 
tant vehemence after the Vanities of the 
World, how much more licentious 
would they be, if fecur'd from ſudden 
Death ? But none can promiſe to him- 
ſelf one day:Death comesnot according 
to the order of Nature but the Divine 
Decree. How many in the flower of 
their Youth and Strength, thought 
themſelves at as great a diſtance from 
Death as the Eaſt is from the Welt,when 
there was but a ſtep between them 
and Death, between them and Hell. 
The Lamp ſuddenly expires by a blaſt 
of Wind, when there is pkenty of Oll 
to feed it. The rich Man pleasd him- 
ſelf with deſigns of ſenfual enjoyments 
for many Years, yet did not fee the 
dawning of the next Morning. Thor 
Fool this Night ſhall thy Soul be required 
of thee : This Sentence 1s now pro- 
nounc'd in Heaven againſt thouſands 
that are alive this day, converſant in 
the Vanities and Buſineſſes of the 
World, Eating and Drinking, Playing 
and Trading, and all unconcerned as 
to Dying, yet ſhall breath their laſt be- 
fore to Morrow, and their unwilling 
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Souls be rent from the embraces of the 
Body. In various manners Men die 
ſuddenly from inward and outward 
cauſes. An f Apoplexy, an Impo- + Nos corpus 
ſthume, a Flux of Rhume, ſtopping tam: putre | 
— kills the Body without any /0rtiti nibilo 
pre aging figns of Death. As if the 0” non 
Root and all the Chambers ſhould fall a —_ : 
within the Houſe, whiles the Walls are ;,; poteſt 6- 
ſtanding. And how many unforſeen tas humane 
Accidents, and therefore inevitable, put protendi, fan- 
a ſudden period to Life ? Is it not then #m occupa- 
the trueſt Wiſdom to be early in our #5 l- 
work for Heaven, when the ſeaſon is _—- [ Its 
certainly ſhort, and uncertainly conti- ,,,,,;:, 
nued, and the omiſſion is irreparable ? &,id bac re 
Therefore the Goſpel repreſents the fieri impu- 
coming of our Judg under different dentius, quid 
images of ſurpriſal 3 of a Thief, that by /t#/tius po- 
the favour of the Night breaks into the '7f* Nibit 
Houſe 3 of a eMaſter that returns from ren hee 
abroad unexpected, to call his Servants ,,,rjen;ibus. 
to an account : Of a Bridegroom that Sen. Epiſt. 
makes his Nuptial entrance, at an un- 120. 
thought of hour, when the wiſe and 

fooliſh Virgins were afleep, Conſcience 

was ſſambred inthe Good and ſtupified 

in the Bad, to keep us always vigilant 

and prepared for that hour, that is the 

end of Time,and beginning of Eternity. 


2. Sup- 
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2. Suppoſe Life be continued, yet 
Sinners can have no rational hopes that 
they ſhall ſincerely repent. For, 

' 1. Saving Repentance 1s the Gift of 
God. And is it likely that thoſe who 
have been inſenſible of the loud and 
earneſt calls of the Word, that have 
been inflexible to the gracious methods 
of Providence leading them to repen- 
tance, ſhould at laſt obtain converting 
Grace 2 The gales of the Spirit are ve- 
ry tranſient and blow where he pleaſes, 
and can it be expe&ted that thoſe who 
have wilfully and often reſiſted his pure 
Motions, ſhould by an exuberant Fa- 
vour receive afterwards more powerful 


. Grace to overrule their {ſtubborn Wills 


and make them obedient? OurSaviour 
tells us, To him that hath ſhall be given, 
but to him that neglects the improving 
ſpiritual Treaſures, that which he hath 
ſhall be taken away. There are ſpecial 
ſeaſons of Grace, as the paſling of Chriſt 
in the way. where the blind men fate, 
which negleded, are irrecoverably 
loſt. God has threatned that his Spi- 
rit ſhall not always ſtrive with" rebel- 
hous Sinners, and then their ſtate 
1s remedileſs. This may be the caſe of 


many even. 1n this Life who are inſen- 
| {ible 
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fible of their Miſery. As Conſumprive 
Perſons decline by degrees, loſe their 
Appetite, Colour and Strength, till at 
laſt they are hopeleſs, ſo the withdraw- 
ings of the Spirit are gradual, his moti- 
ons are not ſo frequent nor ſtrong, and 
upon the continued provocations of 
Sinners finally leaves them under that 
moſt fearful doom 5 He that 3s filthy let 
kin be filthy ſtill ; He that is unrighteous 
let hint be unrighteows ſtill, and thus pu- 
niſhes them on this (ide Hell, as he does 
the damned. by giving them over to 
Sin. Nothing therctore 1s more dan- 

erous than the uſual excuſes 
-- the delays of Repentance. 'Tis 
written as with a Sun beam, that 
God will graciouſly pardon repen- 
ting Sinners, but 'tis no where || promi- 
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ſed,thathe will give repentance to thoſe 4; promit- 
who "ſecurely break his Laws upon a zar, quod E- 
corrupt confidence they will repent at vangelinm 
laſt. *Tis a bloody adventure to indulge 792 promit- 
their carnal AﬀeGtions, as if they had #7 28 
infallible aſſurance, the word of God 
confirm'd by his Oath, that they ſhould 
not dye 1n an impenitent ſtate. | 

2. Suppoling the Holy Spirit be not 
totally withdrawn, yet by every days 
continuance 1n an evil courſe the Heart 
| Is 
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1s more hardened againſt the impreſ- 
fions of Grace, and more incapable of 
returning to God. 'Tis therefore the 
ſubtilty of the old Serpent to make the 
entrance of Sin eaſy, for he knows that 
after ſometime it will plead a right by 
preſcription, and with difficulty be e- 
jected. Cuſtom 1s a ſecond Nature, 
and has a mighty power either in that 
which is good or evil. Car the /Ethio 
Plan change his Skin, can the Leopard 
change his ſpots, then may you who are ac- 
euſtomed to do evil,do good. Tf Sin in its 
infancy can make ſuch reſiſtance thar 
the Spirit of Grace is foil d in his Moti- 
ons to reſcue the Soul from its bondage, 
how much more when 'tis grown into a 
confirm'd habit? Therefore the Apoſtle 


| urges ſo emphatically, to day, while it 


is called to day, hear the voice of God, leſs 
any. be hardened through the deceitfulneſs 
Si. © 
y 3. How uncertain is it whether God 
will accept the Addrefles of ſuch at laſt? 
We are commanded to ſeek the Lord 
while he maybe found, and to call upon hine 
while heis near, The limitationimplies 
if the ſeaſon be negleted, he will hide 
his Face for ever. Now in caſes of 


great moment and hazard _ 
11t- 
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diligence, what caution ſhould be 
uſed ? 

1. How derogatory 1s it to his Maje- 
ſty to offer to him the dregs of our 
Age, the reliques of a licentious careleſs 
Life ſpent in the works of Vanity? 1: 


his excellent Greatneſs,thatMen laviſhly 
waſt the beſt of their time upon their 
Luſts and the World,and when through 
weakneſs of Age, or the violence of a 
Diſeaſe they can no more reliſh the 
pleaſures of Sin, then only to ſeek his 
favour, and preſume upon it, as if he 
could not be happy without them, and 
it were his intereſt to receive them. If 
ye offer the blind for a Sacrifice is it not 
evil ? and if ye offer the lame and the ſick. 


is it not evil > Offer it now to thy Gover- 


-nour,-will be be pleaſed with ' thee to accept 
thy Perſon 2 faith the Lord of Hoſts. 


'2,: Conſider what Sincerity or moral 


Value-1s-in Religion that meerly pro- 
ceeds from bitter conſtraint ? 'Tisa rule 
in Law, falſam eſt cam 'peperiſſe, cui 


mortue Filius extraFus 6ft, 'Tis not a 
natural Birth when the Child -is- extra- 
Red from the- dead Mother. '*Tis not 

Ges 


this to give Glory to God 2 Contempt Jer. 13. 16. 
provokes Superiors as much as actual 
Injuries. And how vilifying is it of 
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Genuine Piety that is only extorted 
by the Rack, whilſt the Heart full of 
averſion and reluQancy does not truly 
conſent, Pure Religion Hows uncom- 
pelld from love to God. Tis the 
Dreggs that come forth with preſling, 
'Tis obſerved of the Iſraelites that when 
Plal. 79.34, God ſlew them they ſought him, and retur- 
36. ned and enquired early after God. But 'tis 
added, Nevertheleſs they did flatter him 
with their Mouths, and they lied to him 
with their Tongues, for their Hearts were 
20t right with him, neither were they ſted- 
faſt in his Covenant. | 
When Sinners are plunged 1n deep 
diſtreſs, when the ſhadow of Death its 
, upon their Eye-lids, they may with 
plentiful effuſions of Prayers and Tears 
deſire God to receive them to Heaven, 
not to ſerve him there; not to enjoy 
the Divine Preſence, but as a SanQtuary 
from revenging Juſtice, as a Refuge 
from Hell. And will ſuch Deftres pre- 


vail? what ſwells the Confidence of } 


Sinners, but unworthy Notions of 
God, as ifa forc'd and formal Expref- 
fion to him were ſufficient to reconcile 
his offended Majeſty ? 

3. There is nothing renders Men 


moreunyorthy of Mercy than continu- 
ance 


* 
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ance int Sin upon preſumption of an 
ealy Pardon at laſt. This 1s the moſt 
common deceitful Principle upon which 
they build their Hopes, as their Actions 
that bear the imageof their Minds clear- 
ly manifeſt. They think that God is 
fo gracious, ſuch a lover of Souls, fo 
eaſy to be entreated, that upon their 
dying Prayer, Lord, remember me in thy 
Kim low, the anſwer will be, To day 
ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, 

Now this prefumptuous Indulgence 
#ives the deepeſt grain to their Sins,: 
and makes them more uncapable of 
Pardon. Chryſoſtomre obſcrves that Fu- 
das was encouraged to betray his Ma- 
ſter, preſuming on his Lenity, Good- 
neſs and Benignity, which Conliderati- 
on intolerably aggravated hs Treaſon, 
and confounded his Hopes. There is a 
dreadful threatning againſt thoſe who 
reject the invitations of Grace in their 
Proſperity, and when the righteous 
Jadg comes to Sentence and Execution, 
are earneſt Suppliants for Mercy. Be- 
cauſe 1 have called, and ye refuſed; I have 
ſtretched out my Hants, and no Man re- 
garded : But ye have ſet at nanght all my 
Counſel, and would none of my Repreof : 
I will alſo laugh at your Calamity,and mock, 
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when your fear comes 5 when our fear 


comes as 4 Deſolation, and your deſtrudi- 


on as a Whirlwind, when diſtreſs and an- 
eriſh come upon you, then ſhall they call 
upon me, but I will not anſwer, they ſhall 
ſeek me early, but ſhall not find me ; for 


they hated knowledg,and did not chooſethe 


fear of the Lord, A doleful caſe beyond 
all poſſible expre{lion, when the finful 
Creature, forſaken of all Comforts be- 
low, addreſſes to Heaven for Rehief, 
and mects with Derifion and Fury, 
Scorn and Indignation. The fooliſh 
Virgins careleſs to prepare for the 
Bridegrooms coming, 1 vain at laſt 
diſcovered their want of Ol, in vain 
ſollicited the wiſe Virgins for a ſupply, 
1n vain knockt at the door crying,Lord, 
Lord, «pen unto #s : the anſwer was ſe 
vere and peremptory, { know you nt, 
and they were tor ever excluded from 

Spiritual Joys. | 
3. I will add further how ineongru- 
ous 1t 1s to dclay the ſolemn work of 
Reconciliation with God till the time 
of Sicxneſs. This 1s an affair wherein 
our tranſcendent intere{t 1s concern, 
and ſhould be perform'd in our moſt 
calm and {cnſible condition, when we are 
moſtcapable of retlectinguponour __ 
all 


of M1 AN. 


131 


and making aft exad trial of our ſelves, 
and returning toGod by a holy Change 
of our Lives. Now that the time of 
Sickneſs is not a convenient ſeaſon for 
this Work, 1s ſadly evident. For ſome 
Diſeaſes are ſtupifying;and all the Pow- 
ers of the Spirit are benummed ina duff 
Captivity, fo that the ſick Man only 
perceives with his animal Faculties, 
Sonie Diſeaſes are tormenting, and 
cauſe a great diforder in the Soul, and 
wholly diftra&t the Thoughtsfrom con- 
fidering his ſpiritual State. When the 
Storfn 1s at the higheſt, and the Pilot 
fo ſick that he can give no Directions, 


| the Ship is left to the fury of the Winds, 


and eſcapes by Maracle. When there 
$a Tempeſt in the humours of the Bo- 
dy, and the Soul by ſympathy is ſo dil- 
compoſed, that it cannot apply it ſelf 
ſcrioutly to prepare for the Divine Tri- 
banal, what danger of being loſt, and 
paſling from a ſhort Agony to cverlaſt- 
ing Pains? Beſides, ſuppoſe the Sick- 
nels more tolerable, yer how unfit is a 


| Perfon weak and languiſhing, when jj; ak 


Sence and Confcience ate both atiiicted, agitur quibus 
to encounter with the cruel Enemy of neceſitas velli 
Souls 2 All that truly ſeek Peace with incumbit & 
God muſt expect fierce Anger and War 799. Veger. 
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from Satan 5 therefore 'tis a point of 
neceſſary Wiſdom while we are poſſeſt 
of Health and Strength, to be in ahea. 
venly preparation againft his Af. 
faults. 

4. Conſider how uncomfortable it is 
to delay Repentance till Age and Sick- 
neſs, when the Fruits of i are not 
evident and acceptable. In evil days 
and the approaches of Death, 'tis very 
bard to diſcover the ſincerity of the 
Heart, whether Repentance procced 
from holy Principles, whether the ſor- 
row then expreſt be Godly for Sin, or 
meerly natural for Puniſhment; whether 
the good reſolutions be the etfects of a 
permanent Fidelity, or of violent Fear, 
that will vaniſh, the caufe being remo- 
ved. When the invitations to Sin ceaſe, 
there may remain a ſecret undiſcerned 
love to 1t in the Heart, which 1s the 
centre of Corruption, and root of A- 
poltacy. The Snake that ſcemed dead 
in the cold, revived by the Fire. The 
inordinate Aﬀection that ſeemed morti- 
fied, when the ſenſitive Faculties were 
diſabled for carnal Enjoyments, may 
have inward Life,and will ſoon bean: 
and vigorous in the preſenceof Tempti 
tions. And that a Death-bed Repen- 

. tance 
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tance is uſually decentful, appears from 
hence, that not one of a thouſand who 
recover from dangerous Diſeaſes, are 
faithful in performance of their moſt ſa- 
cred Vows to God. How many ha- 
ving a Sentence of Death in themſelves, 
and under the terrours of the Lord, have 
expreſt the greateſt deteſtation of their 
Luſts, and reſolved (as they thought 
ſincerely) that if God- would ſpare 
them, to reform their ways, to become 
new refined Creatures, excmplary 1n 
all holy Converſation : yet the danger 
being over, their heats of devotion ex- 
pire as they revive, and their luſts re- 
cover ſtrength with their Bodies, and 
having been ſuppreſt only by fear, are 
more fierce in their return. Thar 
Hearts were as Marbles that in rainy 
Weather ſeems diſflolved into Water, 
but 'tis only from the moiſture. of the 
Air, and remain as hard as ever. All 
their promiſes of Reformation are inef- 
feitive, as violent and void. Now if 
theſe Perſons had died beforethis viſible 
tral and diſcovery, they had paſt into 
another World with the reputation of 
true Penitents, deceiving others with 
their Prayers and Tears, and liberal 
Promiſes, the outward ſigns of Repen- 

| K 3 tance, 
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tance, and deceived themſelves by the 
inward workings of an alarm'd Conſcj- 
ence. Therctfore Miniſters qugh t to be 
yery circumſpec in applying the Pro- 
miſes of Mercy to Perſons in ſuch a 
ſtate: for an errour in that kind has 
fearful Conſequences. A little opiate 
Divinity may quiet the Mind for a time, 
but the virtue of 1t will be foon ſpent, 
and the Preſumer periſhes for ever. 
But ſuppoie a dying Perſon with true 
Tears and unfcined perſeyering Aﬀed- 
ons returns to God,can he have a com- 


' fortable aſſurance of his Sincerity ? In- 


deed the Searcher and Judg of Hearts 
will accept him, but how doubtful and 
waverins are his Hopes, what anx1ous 
Fears are in his Breaſt, leſt he builds up- 
on a ſandy Foundation 2 And how 
dreadful is 1t to appear before the Tri- 
bunakot God, and expect an uncertain 
Sentence ? 

But Sinners ſtill pleaſe themſelves in 
this, That God has ettectually called 
ſome at the laſt hour, and they may 
find the ſame favour with others. To 
this I anſwer. | 

1. *Fis true we have ſomerare admi- 
rable inſtances of God's Mercy and 
Grace ; the dving Thict, and ſome 0- 
| _ thers, 
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thers, which ſhew 'tis poſſible with 
God to aboliſh the moſt vicious confir- 
med habits in a ſhort time, and by a 
ſwift Converſion to prepare a Sinner for 
Heaven. But theſe Examples are not 
to be drawn into Conſequence, for the 
encouragement of any 1n their Sins. A 
Prince will not indure that his * free 
Favours ſhould be made a Law to him, 
and the ſpecial Priviledg of ſome be 
extended to all. - As Thales ſaid, an old 
Mariner that has eſcapt the various 
dangers of the Seas, was a new Mira- 
cle; ſo that one who has lived an ob- 
ſtinate Sinner dves a penitent Behever 
is very rare and extraordinary. What 
our Saviour ſaid concerning the Salva- 
tion of rich Men, is juſtly applicable in 
this caſe, that it was as eaſy for a Camel 
to go through the Eye of a Needle, as fer 
a rich Man to enter into the Kinedem of 
Heaven, This ſo aſtonilht the Apoſtles, 


* ud ali- 
cuti gratioſe 
conceditur, 
trahi non de= 
bet ab aliis 
in exemp!11, 


Plut, Symp» 


that they cryed, who then can be ſaved 2 


Tomitigate thedifficulty,he remembers 
them of the Divine Omnipotence, 4// 
things are poſſable with God. Thus for 
one that has been fitting himſclf tor 
Hell, and hardened in a conſtantcourſe 
of Sin, to be atlaſt ſuddenly prepared 
and received into the pure and glorious 
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Society above, is poſlible, but poſſible 


only as Miracles are, by the efficacy 
of infinite Power, and we cannot rea- 
ſonably expect ſuch Miracles. Andare 
Heaven and Hell fuch trivial things as 
to b2 left to an uncertainty ? Are not 
Men concerned 1n an other manner in 
the Afﬀairs of the World 2 How care- 


tul to prevent the ſentence of Death, 


of Impriſonment or Baniſhment ? How 
diligent to obtain ſome temporal Ad- 
vantage ? yet how negle&tul in things 
of the higheſt importance ? It may be, 
faysthe ſecure Wretch, God will give 
me Repentance at laſt as he did to o- 
thers. Remember you ſpeak of the 
f Soul, and dare you hang the weight 
of an immortal Soul upon a naked pofli- 
bility of receiving Grace. What reaſon- 
able Perſon would negle& a Diſeaſe 
that may prove deadly, and rely on ex- 
tream Remedies? And can you be 
co1)ty of ſuch a cruel indifference, ſuch 
3 deſperate careleſneſs, as to leave 
cternal Salvation or Damnation to a 
peradventure 2 

2.Confider how many thouſands have 
dyed in their Sins that cheriſht fallaci- 
ous hopes of repenting at laſt, Diagoras 
the Atheiſtthatdenicd a governing Pro- 
, vidence 


vide 
the 

for 
Ten 
bles 
led 
the 
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vidence of things in this lower World, 
the Sphere of mutability, when one 
for his conviction ſhewed him in the 
Temple of Neptuze, many votive Ta- 
bles, containing the grateful acknow- 
ſedgments of thoſe who by addreſles to 
the Gods in dangerous Storms, had ar- 
nyed ſafe at their Port, and askt him 
| Whether he had obſerved thoſe nume- | Tic qui De- 
rous teſtimonies for divine Providence) ,; putas bu- 
he replied, I ſee them, but how many mana negli- 
have invocated Neptune yet periſht in gere, nonne 
the Ocean, and never came to pay their 21imadverti- 
Vows for Deliverance. *Twas impiety fi _—_— 
in him to argue ſo againſt God's diſpo- 2 P49 
in him to argu g P " 

. . * quam mutt 
ling Providence : but it may juſtly be ,;,, zempeſte. 
ſaid to thoſe who neglect their pr elent tis effugerint, 
Duty, preſuming upon ſome Examples in portumgue 
of his Glorious Goodnels in thoſe who ſalntzs per- 
were converted and ſaved in their ap- Se ns # 
proaches to Death, how many have TW 
finally miſcarried in ſhooting that 
Gulph, to one that has arrived ſafe at 
Heaven 2 How many when Sick, hope 
either by the vigour of Nature, or the 
virtue of Remedies to overcome their 
Diſcaſe, and never ſee Death till they 
feel it, and delay Repentance till their 
time is 1rrecoverably gone? How many 
are blinded with vain preſumptions to 
| the 


138 The final Happineſs 


the laſt, that God is reconciled to them ) 

and a falſe Tranquillity 1s more terrible 

than the ſtorms of a troubled Spirit, for 

thoſe who hope upon deceitful ground; 

are in the moſt hopeleſs ſtate,neglecing 

what 1s requiſite 1n order to Salvation, 

And thusinnumerable paſs in a cloud of 

Ignorance tothe Kingdom of Darkneſ, 

And how many who have lived in a de- 

Inding Dream, ſenſual and ſecure, yet 

at the laſt when by ſome ſharp afflict- 

on or the preſent fear of divine Judg- 

ment Conſcience is awakened,and looks 

into the depth of their Guilt, fall into 

the other extream and dye deſpairing? 

The Devil makes his advantage of the 

timerous Conſcience as well as of the 

Obdurate. Solitude 1s his Scene as well 

as the noiſy Theatre, and by contrary 

ways, either preſumption or deſpair 

brings Sinners to the ſame end. He 

changes his methods according to their 

i Miſerrimzum Diſpolitions 3 the Tempter turns Ac- 
morbi genus, culer, and then ſuch who had a dim- 
in quo eger fight of Sin before, have an overquick 
& fi: & 4+ ſight of it, and are ſwallowed up in an 
que mu abyſs of Confuſion. The condition of 
— % ,- fuch is extreamly miſerable. 'Tis obſcr- 
's —_— ved of || thoſe who are bit with a mad 
Cell; Dog, that being tormented with thirſt, 
yet 
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yet ſo fearful of Water, that the ſight 
of it ſometimes cauſes ſudden Convulli- 
ons and Death ; their Cure is extream 
difficult, if not impoſſible. This is a 
fgnificant emblem of a deſpairing Soul. 
For when the inraged Conſcience bites 
to the quick, the Sinner f111'd with eſtu- 
ations and terrors, ardently thirſts for 
Pardon, yet feartully forſakes his own 
eMercies, What ever 1s propounded 
toencourage Faith in the Divine Pro- 
miſes, he turns to juſtify his Infidelity. 
Repreſent to him the infinite Mercies 
of God, the unvaluable Merits of Chrift 
ſufficient to redeem the loſt World, it 
hightens his deſpair, becauſe he has 
perverſly abuſed thoſe Mercies, and neg- 
le&ted thoſe Merits. The moſt precious 


| Promiſes in the Goſpel are killing ter- 


rours to him : as the ſweet Title. of 
Friend, wherewith our Saviour recei- 
ved Judas when he betrayed him, was 
the moſt ſtinging reproach of his perfi- 
dious Villany. Thus it appears how 
dangerous it istodelay our Repentance 
and Reconciliation with God till Sick- 
neſs and a Death-Bed,when the remem- 
brance or forgettulneſs of Sin, the ſence 
or ſecurity of Conſcience may be equal- 
Iydeſtructive. | 


[ 
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I would not from what has been ſaid, 
diſcourage any who have lived in a 
courſe of Sin, from earneſt ſeeking to 
God for his Mercy 1n their laſt hour, 
Even then they are not utterly deſtitute 
of hope. The Goſpel ſetsforth the Mercy 
of God to returning Sinners 1n various 
forms, and expreſſions of incomparable 
Tenderneſs. When the loſt Sheep was 
recovered, there was Joy, as if a Trex- 
ſure had been found. The Prodigal 
had waſted his Eſtate in Luſt and Lux- 
ury, and by a harſh redu&ian came to 
himſelf, refleted with ſhame upon his 
Folly and Rebellion, and the ſence of 
his Miſery (not a moreingenuonsor no- 
ble principle at firſt) compell'd him to 
90 to his Father, to try what his Aﬀe- 
ction would do, And it wasnot a vain 
Preſumptian, for he found the effects 
of his compaſſionate Love. When be 
was a great way off, his Father ſaw him, 
and had compaſſuon, and ran and fell on 
his Neck and” kiſſed him. And the Sun 


ſaid, Father,Thave ſinued againſt Heaven 


and in thy fight, and ane no more worthy 
to be called thy Son. But the Father ſaid 
to his Servants, Bring out the beſt Robe, 
aud put a Ring on his Finger, and Shoes 
on kis Feet, and bring hither the fatted 
| | Calf, 
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Calf, and kill it, let ws eat and be merry < 
for this my Son was dead,and is alive again; 
was of and is found, The deſign of 
Chriſt was to repreſent his heavenly Fa- 
ther in that Parable, and to wounded 
Spirits that feel the intolerable weight 
of Sin, the Mercy and mildnefs of the 
Goſpel is to be ſhown. God 1s rich in 
Mercy to all that call upon hins in Truth, 
But to tell Sinners who ſecurely pro- 
ceed in an habitual courſe of evil, that 
they may be ſaved at laſt, and not- 
withſtanding their preſumptuous re- 
pulſes of Gods calls to his Service, yet 
they may come into the Vineyard at the 
eleventh hour, and be rewarded, is to 
give countenanceand proteCtion to Sin, 
and to harden them to Deſtruction. 
Poiſon 1s not cured by giving Food, 
but Antidotes, that put Nature into a 
Paſſion till it be expelld. The Ter- 
rours of the Lord can only prove medi- 
cinal to ſuch depraved Souls. 

_ To conclude this Diſcourſe ; Let us 
ſcrioully conſider the Revelation God 
has made of humfclf in the Goſpel as a 
Father and a Judg : that Juſtice and 
Holineſs, as well as Mercy, are eſſential 
to his Nature, that our AfﬀeCtions may 
be accordingly moved towards him. 


If 
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If ye call on the Father, who without te- 
ſpect of Perſons judgeth according to every 
Mans work, paſs the time of your ſojourn- 
ing here in fear Preſumption and De- 
ſpair are very diſhonourable to God, 
and pernicious to the Soul : the one de- 
ſtroys the Fear, the other the Love of 
God. But Hope contemper'd with fear 
hath an excellent influence in the Chri- 
{tian Life. As the Ballaſt and the Wind 
are both neceſſary that the Ship may go 
ſafely and regularly : without the Winds 
the Ship can make no way,and without 
Ballaſt 'tis in danger of overſetting by 
every guft. Thus Hope and Fear are 
yery uſeful to bring us ſatcly to Eternal 
Felicity, Fear without Hope ſtupifes 
the vigour and alacrity of the Soul, that 
it cannot. come to God, and Hope 
without Fear makes it vain and careleſs 
of its Duty,and liable to be overthrown 
by every pleaſing temptation. Briefly, 
let us rightly underſtand the tenour of 
Evangelical Promifes of Pardon and 
Grace : they are conditional and ap- 
plicable only to pemtent Believers. And 
vateigned Faith, the condition of our 
Juſtification, puriftes the Heart, works 


by Love, and is the living Principle of 


univerſal Obedience. And Repentance 
unto 
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unto Life is produftive of all good 
Fruits in their Seaſon. Be mot decerved, 
God is not mocked, as a eNlan Sows ſo 
ſhall he Reap. He that ſows to the Fleſh, 
ſball of the Fleſh reap Corruption. . He that 
ſows to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap 
Life Everlaſting. 


CHAP. VL 


Our Choice muſt be Conſtant. Perſeve- 
rance in a holy Life abſolutely required 
in order to attaining the Reward. 

| The warious Temptations that aſſault 
Chriſtians, to divert them from the pur- 


ſuit of Heaven, The Reaſon why Per- 


ſeverance is neceſſary. Cantions againſt . 


'Preſumption, and a vicious dejettion of 
Spirit. 


Shall proceed next to conſider that 
our Choice muſt be firmand laſting, 
victorious over all Temptations. 

The two principal Rules of the Spi- 
ritual Life are to begin and end well : 
to fix and eſtabliſh the main deſign for 
Everlaſting Happineſs, and from a de- 
terminate Reſolution and ratified pur- 


pole 
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I Cor. 13, 


poſe of Heart to purſue it with firmne, 
and conſtancy * to live for Heaven,and 
with readineſs and courage to dye for 
it,if the Glory of God ſo require. Per 
ſeverance 1s mdifpenfably neceſlary in 


.. all that will obtain'the Eternal Reward. 


For the clearing this moft important 
Point, I will firſt repreſent from Scrip- 
ture the Idea of Perſeverance, that is 
attended with Salvation. Second- 
ly, Confider why 'tis-ſo ftriftly requi- 
red. | 
'* T. Saving Perſeverance includes the 
permanent refidence of Grace in the 
Soul : *Tis compoſed of the whole 
Chain of Graces, the union of holy ha- 
bits that are at firſt-infaſed into! a Chri- 
ſtian by*the fanQifying Spirit. When 
Eternal Life is promiſed to Faith, or 
Love, or Hope; 'tis upon ſuppoſal that 
thoſe Graces being planted in the Heart 
ſhall finally profper. He that is faithful 
to the Death; ſhall inherit the Crown of 
Life, 'Trs Love that never fails that ſhall 
enter into Heaven: . "1s hope firm untd 

the end that ſhall be accompliſhed in a 
gloriousFrunion: , F Grace be diſlciſed 
by a uſurping Luſt, Apoltacy will fol- 
low, and the forfeiture of our right in 
the Kingdom of Heaven”. 
4 2, Grace 
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2, Grace muſt be continually 
drawn forth _ into- exerciſe accord- 
ing -to. our ſeveral ſtates .and duties, 
and the various occaſions that happen 
in our courſe through the World. Thoſe 
whoarelight in the Lord are commanded ta 
walk as Children of the Light, to ſignify 
the excellency and purity ofthe Chriſti- 
an Life, Thoſe who live in the Spirit 
muſt walk in- the Spirit 5 that 1s, by 2 
conſpicuous courſe of Holine(s.declare 
the vigour and efficacy of the divine 
principle that is communicated to them. 
Panlnm ſepulte diſtat inertie. celata tir- 
t#: Virtue that breaks not forth into vi 
ſible Actions 1s not worthy of. the Name. 
The meer abſtaining from evil js-not 
ſufficient, but all the . poſitive. acts of 
the holy Life are to be. conſtantly 
done. . In diſcharging both theſe parts 
of our Duty, compleat Religion 1s 
expreſt, and the Power of Grace 
conliſts, - | PO ll 

3. Perſeverance includes : not only 
continuance in well-doing, butfervour 
and progreſs towards Pertedion. . There 
are two fixt States, the one in Heaven, 


the other in Hell. The blefled Spirits 


above are arrived to the heigth of Ho- 
lineſs, The Devil and damned Spirits 
L are 
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are ſunck to the loweſt extremity of 
Sin. But in the middle ſtate here, 
Grace in the Saints is a riſing growing 
Light, and Sin in the Wicked improve 
every day, like Poiſon in a Serpent 
that becomes more deadly by his Age.We 
are injoined not to remain in our firſt 
lnpartiions, but to follow Holineſs to 


the utmoſt iflue of our Lives, to its in- Þ , 


tire conſummation. For this end all 
the diſpenſations of Providence muſt 
be improved whether profperous 
or affliting. And the Ordinances 
of the Goſpel were appointed that 
in the uſe of them we may be chan- 
ged into the divine Image from Glory to 
Ulory. 
| 4. Perfeveranceis required notwith- 
ſtanding all Temptations that may al- 
lure or terrify us from our Duties; 
what ever atte&s us one way or other, 
.while we are cloathed with frail Fleſh, 
'Tis the fundamental Principle of 
Chriſtianity declared by our Saviour, 
IF any Man will come afier me, that is, be 
"my Diſciple, and Servant, let hinz deny 
himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follon 
mes; even to be crucified with him, 
rather than wiltully forfeit his Inte- 
grity and Loyalty to Chriſt. He = 
j 


of MAN. | 147 


by a * ſacred fixt reſolution develt him- * Natator 

{If of all things, even the mot valued 2mmem in- 

and deſireable in the preſent World, *7Pftum 

ind actually forſake them; nay enter- Jup po-angge- 

tain what is moſt diſtaſteful; and reſiſt 4 ,nvn Je 

awto Blood rather than deſert his rants appara- 

Duty. | | tz, quod ſe 

1. He muſt with unfainting Patience 4i/poliaverit, 

tontinue in doirig his Duty, notwith- 741-narabit, 

ſtanding all Miſerics and Calamities, -_ _—_ 

Loſſes, Diſpraces, Tormierits or Detith , Kar _ 

t lf, which wicked Men, and greater peum ſcin- 

Enemies, the Powers of Darkneſs, can dat, & 1aho- 

inflict upon us. To them who by patient rem natatio- 

continuance in well doing ſeek for Glory, nis exhaurt- 

Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life is ®* Paulin, 

promiſed. He that endures to the End _ 4 meg Ne 

SE the oſt terrible Suf= 
rings to which he is expoſed for Chriſt's 

fake) ſhall be ſaved, In this a Chriftan 

muſt be the expreſs image of his Savi- 

our; who for the joy that was ſet before 

him eyduved the Croſs 3, deſpiſed the ſhame; 

and is ſet down at the right hind of God. 

Diſgrace arid Pain are Evils that hu- 

mane Nature has a. thoſt tender ſence 

6, yet the Son of God with a divitie 

yeneroſity arid cotiſtaricy endured them 

th the higheſt degtees., He was ſcorn'd 

is a feigned Kitig; ind a falfe Prophet: f 

| E 2 He 


—yw_ 


mm I IEo—_—E 
- _ = ILnrs Di ons cn een ome. 


——O— — 


The fmal Happineſs Fe” 


A es Es ee A A ea ae 
= : 2 : ES : Ing _ WE ———— 
amps wee——a—n a - "JI — ——— - PTETITS: 222; ng _ — 
2 == rms w— _ _ ——_ = A == == — COIN 
= == --— pe rpEm—=—o —— *E 
—— CERES £ SET — ee er ER IEEE Rong - 


Juvcn. 


He ſuffered a bloody Death,and by the 
Croſsaſcended toGlory. And wemuſt 
follow him.if we defire to be where heis. 

2, Put this is not the only trial of 
a Chriſtian, Proſperity is a moredan- 
gerous Enemy to the Soul, though Ad- 
verlity be more rigorous. 


Sevicr armis 
Incumbit luxuria 


For the Spirit is excited by Perils and 


 Dithcultics to ſeek to God for Strength, 


and with vigilant reſolute . Thoughts 
unites all its Powers to oppole them; 
but 'tis made weak and careleſs by what 
15 grateful to the f{cnſual Inclinations, 
It keeps cloſe the Spiritual Armour in 
the open encountcr of Dangers that 
threaten its ruin, but 1s 1nticed to put 
it oft by the carefſles and blandiſhments 
of the World. It does not fee its Ene- 
mics under the diſguiſe of a pleaſant 
Temptation. Thus Sin infinuates its 
{clf, and by ſtealing ſteps gets into the 
Throne without obſervation. A Man 
is wounded with a pleaſant Temptati- 
on 2s with the Plague, that flies in the 
dark, and Grace isinſen{ibly weakend, 
From hence it .is that Adverſity often 
reforms the Vicious, and - Proſperity 

cot- 
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corrupts the Vertuous. Now Perſe 
yerance mult be of proof againſt Fire 
and Water, againſt what ever may 


terrify or allure us from our duty. 


. '5. Saving Perſeverance excludes not 
all Sins, but total Apoſtacy, and final 
impenitency,which are fatal and deadly 
under the New Covenant. If ihe Righ- 
teows turneth away from his righteouſneſs, 
and committeth Iniquity, and doth accor- Eze.18.2 4 


ding to-all the Abominations that the wick- 
ed Man doth, ſhall he live 2 all his Righte- 
onfneſs that he hath done ſhall not be men- 
tioned, in his Treſpaſs that he has treſpaſ- 
ſed, ant in his Sin that he hath ſinned he 


ſhall die, If any eMan draw back , my Heh, 10.33 


Soul ſhall have mo pleaſure in him, ſaith 
the Lord. Theſe Threatnings imply, 
there is a poſhtbility of the Saints falling 
away conſidered in themſclves, but 
not that they are ever totally deſerted 
by the Holy Spirit, and left under the 
reigning Power of Sin. The Threat- 
nings are intended to' awaken their 
Care, and are Preſervatives of them 
from Raine, and have a ſingular Influ- 
ence on their Perſeverance. A vigilant 
and cautious [Fear eſtabliſhes the cer- 
tainty of their Hope. Indeed from the 
Reliques of weakneſs and corruption 
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— in the Saints, they ſometimes actually 
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fall into preſumptuoas Sins, and by 
rebellious relapſes wound Conſcience, 
and let out much of. the yital Spirits, 
their Graces and Comfarts. But though 
the divine Nature in them is miſerably 
waſted þy ſuch Sins, yet 'tis not aboliſht, 
As after the Creation of Light, there 
was never pure and total Darkneſs in 
the World. Grace doesnot conſiſtin q 
Point, but is capable of Degrees. "The 
new Creature may decline in Beauty 
and Strength, yet Life remain. Between 
a lively and adead Faith there may be 
a fainting Faith z as in St. "Peter, for 
certainly our Saviour was heard 1n his 
Prayer for him, that his Faith ſhould 
0t fail in his dreadful Tetnptation, 
Th Saints da not by a particular fallex- ' 
tinguiſhthe firſt Jiving PrinciplesofObe- 
dience, Faith and Love 3 nor change 
their laſt end by an entire turning from 
God to the World. In ſhort, a ſingle 
actot Wickedneſsdoes not reduce them 
into a ſtate of Unregeneracy : for tis 
not the matter of, the 'Sin ſingly conlſj- 
dcred, but the diſpoſition of the Sinner 
that denominates him. Tf Grace in the 
Saints ſhould utterly periſh, ' as ſome 
boldly affert, their recovery would be 
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| inipoffible. For the Apoſtle tells us, 
that 3fthoſe who were exlightned, and had 
| taſted of the Heavenly Gift,that had been 
under ſome common Workings and 


lower Operations of the Spirit, if ſuch 


fall away nniverſally, and live in a courſe 
of Sin oppoſite to their former illumi- 
| nations and reſolutions, it is impoſſible 
| torenew them by Repentance ; how 
| much more then if thoſe who were 
truly fandtified by the holy Spirit, 
ſhould intirely loſe all thoſe graci- 
ous habits planted in them in their 
Regeneration 2 But David, though 
guilty of Adultery and Murder, Sins 
of fo foul a Nature as would diſhonour 
Paganiſmit felf, and z2:de the Enemies 
of od to blaſpheme, was reſtored by 
Repentance. The Goſpel propounds 
a remedy not only tor Sins committed 
before Converſion, but after it. If any 
Man (1, we have an Adwocate with the 
Father, Jeſus ChriSt the Rig/teons. God 
does not revoke the Adoption, nor 
reverſe the Juſtification of a Believer * 
but upon ſcandalous diſorders, a Par- 
don.is not.granted with reſpect to the 
new contracted. Guilt, till-there be fin- 
cere and actual Repentance. He is not 
difinherited; but. his right to-the King- 
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dom of Heaven is eclipſed as to the 
comfortable ſence of it, nay ſuſpended; 
till by renovation he is qualified and 
made fit for the enjoyment of that pure 
Inheritance. For thoſe Sins which 
are a juſt cauſe of excommunicating 
an Offender from the Church on 
Farth, would exclude him from the 
Kingdom of Heaven without Repen- 
tance. Our Saviour tells us, what # 
bound on Earth is ratified in Heaven. 
And the Apoſtle expreſly declares of 
thoſe kinds of Sin for which Profeſlors 
muſt be removed from the Communion 
of Saints here, that they are an exclu- 
five bar from the Kingdom of Heaven, 
'But T have written to you, not to keep 
Company, if any that is called a Brother 
be a Fornicator, or Covetows, or an Ido 
later, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an 
Extortioner : with ſuch a one, no net to 
eat. And know je not that. the Qnrigh- 
teous ſhall rot inherit the Kingdom of 
God 2 Be not deceived + neither Forn- 
cators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Covetous, nor Drunkaras, 
nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. Tf one that 
1s truly a Child of God fall intoany of 
theſe Sins, till by an ny 
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Repentance he is prepared for Pardon 
he.cannot obtain 1t, nor have a com- 
fortable- hope of entring into Heaven. 
For only thoſe who are juſtified are glo- 
rified; Indeed it is not imaginable 
where the Seed of God remains, the vi- 
tal principle of Grace as it does in all 
that are born of God, but that notori- 
ous'Sins that cannot be concealed from 
the view of Conſcience,will cauſe ſtings 
and  forrows propartionable to: their 
malipnity, and conſequently a: hatred 
and forſaking of them. Now Perſeve- 
rance principally reſpe&s the end of our 
courſe. There may be interruptions in 
the way for a time,but if with renewed 
Zeal and Diligence we profecute our 
blefled End we ſhall not fall ſhort of it. 

-2,-T come now to conſider. the ſe- 
cond thing propounded, Fhe reaſon 
why. Perſeveranceis requiſite in all that 
will obtain Eterngl Life, and 'tis this, 
Fhat their Sincerity may be difcovered 
| by-conſtancy in Obedience 'under all 
Tryals. Bleſſed 3s the Man that endures 
Temptation, for when he 3s tried, he ſhall 
receive the Crown of Life, which the Lord 
hath promiſed to them that love him, The 
Law required unſinning Obedience as 


the condition of Life,the Goſpel —_ 
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of Sincerity,but if that be wanting, there 
i5no Promiſe that gives right to the Re. 
ward, Now Sincerity implies ſuch an 
entire Love of God, as makes a Perfon 
ſubmit to all Duties commanded in his 
Law,and all Trialsappointed by his Pro- 
vidence. A high Example we have of this 
in Abraham,when he was commanded to 
offer up his only Son [/azc,and by his own 
Hands, for a burnt Offering. This was to 
kill a double Sacrifice at one blaw, for 
the Life of . Abraham was bound up in 
Taac: .he lived in him more dearly than 
in himſelf; all his:Joyy:all-his Poſterity 
by Sarah had dyed 1n {/azc. What reſent- 
ments, what refiſtanceof Nature did he 
{utter ? ,yet preſently he addreſt himſelf 
to perform his Nuty, Who ever ſaw a 
moreplorious Viftory overall thetender 
and powerful . Paſſions of human Nas 
ture 2 O unexampled Obedience ! be- 
ing an Original withgut any Precedent 
t01mitate,and without aCopy to ſucceed 
it. After this clear infallible Teſtimony 
of his Sincerity, the Angel declar'd from 
Heaven, Naw [ know that thou feareſt 
Ged,ſeeing thou haſt not withkeld thy Son, 
thine anly Son from me. And 'tis ſaid caſtr 
cerning the Followers of the Lamb that 
they loved not their Lives unto the _ 
| The 
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The Love of Chriſt that animated them 
in all their Sufterings, was ſweeter than 
Life, and ſtronger than Death. 

Indeed there was a wonderful diffe- 
rence in the Behaviour of the Martyrs 
under Sufferings, but in all the ſame 
Perſevering Grace was evident, though 
working variouſly. Some in the moſt 
beautiful Flower of their Age encoun- 
terd Fire and Sword, Tarmentors and 


Torments, with that ſenſible Joy, with 


thoſe Songs of Praiſe to Chriſt, as if 
they ſaw the Heavens open with St. Ste- 
pher, and their Saviour ready to receive 


and crown them, But many others as * Homil. 6, 
*Chryſoſtomt teſtifies, went to the Tri- 4/aud.Paul. 


bunals, to the Theatres, to Death, with 
many Appearances of Fear. Upon 
hearing the wild Beaſts roar, they were 
ſtruck with horrour, at the ſight of the 
Executioners'and the Inſtruments of 
Torment they were pale and trembling, 
The Fleſh ſeemid to.cry our,: O let this 
Cup paſs from me, 'yet weak and faint, it 
followed the Spirit, that corrected the 
natural deſire; with ot my will,but thine 
be 'done, As the Moon in Eclipſe, 
though obſcure, yet goes. on in a regu- 
lar courſe, as when 'tis full of Light by 
the refletion of the Sun ; Sq thoſe de- 
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folate Martyrs, though as 1t were for. 
ſaken, and deprived of the- bright 
Beams of Comfort, yet perſever'd in 
their Profeſſion of the Truth: - When 
one word to renounce Chriſtianity 
would have ſaved them, no Tormeny 
conld force it from them, but they pz- 
tiently-endured all. Now in theſe the 
Combateof Nature was vifible, and the 
admirable Power of Grace. *They 
firſt overcame their own Fears; the re. 
In&ancy of the carnal-part, their Aﬀe- 
tons to whatever t-defireable- tn the 
World, which 15 tH&'nobleſt Victory, 
and then the Craelty of their: Perſecu: 
tors. | In them was verifted the: Teſti. 
mony of the Spirit, Here is the patience 
of the Saints, Here "are they that keep the 
Command of God and the Faith of Feſw, 
"Bat how many appear faithful-while 
their Faith is not to'beſhewed+by diff- 
cult Works, and proved by Stffferings, 
The Seed that fell on*the ſtony Ground, 
ſprang up as hopeful as the Seet'in the 
go0d Ground at firſt's but when Tri 
bulation came, ' tt wither d away want- 
mg the Root of: Sincerity. And that 
which was ſown. among Thorns, 'was 
choakt by the Cares' and Pleaſures of 
the World, Some Luſt tm the Heart 
| Intcr- 
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interweaves with, the Afﬀections and 
cauſes Apoſtacy. How many from glo- 
rious Beginnings have made a lamenta- 
ble End 5 not-only Mercenaries in Re- 
hgion, whoſe Zeal is a foraign Com- 
plexion, not ſpringing from an inward 
Principle of Life and Health, relinquith 
even the profeſſion of Godlineſs, when 
their gain ceaſes, but ſome who have 
thought themſelves ſincere, yet in times 
of danger their reſolutions like ſick 
Feathers dropt away. As the fooliſh 
Builder that computed not the charges 
of his deſigned Work, began to raiſe a 
magnificent Structure, but unable to 
finiſh it, laid the Foundation in his 
own Shame. They repented their 
choice of Heaven, when they ſaw 
what it muſt colt them, and would ſave 
the World with the loſs of their Souls. + Que juſtio | 

Others that began in the Spirit, and ,,>= 1" 
with raiſed AﬀeGtions ſet out in the y;bus cauſir, 
ways of Godlineſs, yet by the allure- quam volun- 
ments of ſenſual Luſts and Temptations, tarius, an 
(and therefore with greater f Guilt)leave 942 imvitus 


their firſt Love; and end in the Fleſh, 2497 im- 
plorat ? Ne- 


gationem quanta compellunt,ingenia carnificum, & genera pana- 
ram? Ouis magis negavit, qui Chriſtum vexatus, an qui dele- 
tatus amiſit ** Qiu '(quum amitteret doluit, an qui quum 
amitteret Iufit ? Tert, de pudicit. 

They 
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They fall from high Profeſlions, but re: 
ceived by ſoft Pleaſures feel not the fall 
Theſe were never ſincere, and nevyer 
had a right to Heaven. They took up 
ſudden Refolutions, not grounded in 
ſerious and deep Thoughts; and for a 
Flaſh were hotand a&ive,but with great 
levity return to their former Luſts. The 
Apoſtle tells us of ſuch, 7t had bee: better 
for them they had not known the way of 
Righteouſneſs, than to turn back and w0- 
tuntarily to forſake it. 'Tis obſerved that 
boiling Water taken off from the Fire, 
congeals more ſtrongly thanthat which 
was never heated : becauſe the fubtile 
parts being evaporated by the Fire, the 
more terreſtrial parts remaining ate miore 
capable of Cold. So thoſe who have 
felt the power of the Word in their 
Afﬀe@ions, and afterwards loſe that ho- 
ly heat, become more harden'd in their 


' Sins. God juſtly withdraws his Grace, 


and the evil Spirit that was expell'd fot 
a time returns with ſeven worſe, arid 
ageravates his Tyranny. | 

To conclude 5 Since the certainty of 
Salvation is conditional,if we perſevete 
in a holy State, let us beware of a cot- 
rupt Confidence, and a vicious Dejetti- 
on of Spirit, the truſtirig in our ſelves, 
of 
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or diſtruſting God. To prevent the * | 


truſting in our ſelves, Conſider, 

1. The moſt excellent Creatures are 
by the inſtability of Nature liable to 
defetion, ſubjet to a corruptive 
change. Of this the fallen Angels are 
a dreadful Example, who of their owt 
motion, untempted, ſinned in Hea- 
ven. 

2, The danger is greater of falling a- 
way, when they are urged and ſolicited 
by a violent or grateful Temptation. 
Thus our firſt Parents fell, and loſt 
more Grace in an Hour, then can be 
recovered by their Poſterity in all Ages 
to the end of the World. 

3. When there is ſuperveryent Cor- 
raption in the Creature, that inclines 
them with carneſt propenlity to forbid- 
den Things,and takes Flame from every 
Spark, the danger is extream. Like a 
befieged City that is in great hazard of 
taking, by Aſſaults from without and 
Conſpiracies from within. Let us there- 
fore be very watchful over our Hearts 
and Senſes, and keep as much as is poſ- 
lible at a ſafe diſtance from Tempta- 
tions. -. And be very diligent in the uſe 
of all holy means to confirm and fortify 
our reſolutions for Heaven. God pro- 
miſed 
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miſed to Hezekiah i 5 years, but not ty 
preſerve his Life by Miracle, he wg 
ovliged to repair the waſtings of Nature 
by daily Food, and to ' abſtain ' from 
what was noxious and deſtructive to his 
Body. The Apoſile excites Chriſtians, ty 
work out their own Salvation with fea 
aud trembling, for it is God that works in 
them to will and to do of his good *Ple 
ſure. Let him that ſtands take heed lf 
he fall. None are a morecaſy Conqueſt 
to the Tempter then thoſe who preſume 
upon their own Strength. We ſhould 
-_ always mg ourſelves, from the 
—_ ad Examples of Apoſtacy in every 
RP Age. St. Ambroſe teltities from his own 
quoniam FKknowledg, that many after the coura- 
quem formi- gious enduring of cruel Torments for 
doloſa carni- Religion, the tearing open their Sides 
ficum pomps that their Bowels appeared, and the 
= Jivif bs burning of ſome -parts of their Bodies, 
teris ſulens EL when lcd forth to finiſh the Vidory 
infregit, nee of Faith, to be a triumphant Spedack 
ardentes la- to Angels and Mew, when the bleſſed 
mine 4 tri- Rewarder was ready : to put the Mar- 
wmphalis tyrs Crown on their Heads, at the ſight 


fortitudinis 6 weir mourning Wives and Children 
vigore abdu- x | 


cere potuerunt , eum inter ſacra premia conſtitutum, Uxor 
zenere prolis oblatione, miſerabilis anius lachryme miſerations 
decepit. 
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in the way, were overcome by Pity the 


weakeſt Aﬀecion, and fail d in the laſt 
at of Chriſtian Fortitude. We uſt 
pray to be ſtrengthned with all Might, 
according to his glorious Power, unto all 
patience and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. 
For ſome may vigorouſly reſiſt one ſort 
of Temptation, and render themſelves 
to others. And if finally vanquiſht by 
one of thoſe Enemies we loſe our Vi- 
Rory and Crown. 
| And as Prefumption betrays the 
Soul into the Devils Snares, ſo a vi- 
cious dejettion of Spirit from a diſtruſt 
of Relief from God in our Dif 
ficulties, and his aftiſtance with our un- 
feigned endeavours for Salvation is ve- 
ry pernicious. For this damps Induſtry, 
and cauſes either a total neglect, or un- 
comfortable uſe of Means for that End: 
Many Chriſtians confidering their Gra- 
ces are weak, their Nature fickle and 
apt to revolt; are ready (as David ſaid, 
One day T ſhall periſh by the hand of Saul ) 
to conclude ſadly of the ifſne of their 
Condition. To encourage ſuch let 
them conſider, that Perſeverance is not 
only a Coudition, but a Privilege of 
the Covenant of Grace. For that af- 
fords ſupply of ſpiritual Strength to the 
M ſincere 
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ſincere Believer for performing the 
condition it requires. Indeed if Grace 
were the meer product of Free Will, 
the moſt fervent Reſolutions would ya- 
niſh into a Lye, upon the Aflault of 


— 


' an overpowering Temptation. As 


Hezekiah acknowledged, that the Af- 
{1rian Kings, had deſtroyed the Gods of 
the Nations that were no Gods, but Idols 
the work of Mens Hands. But ſanctify- 
inz Grace is the ctffe& of the Holy Spi- 


.O Pa | 
rit, and he that begins that good work in 


the Saints, will perform it until the day of 


Feſas Chriſt. Hethatinclhn'd them joytul- 
ly to chule the Spiritual Eternal Good, 
will bind their unconſtant Hearts,that by 
a faithful adherence they (hall cleave to 
their Duty and Felicity. God has moſt 
eracioufly declared, 1 will put my Spirit 
7nto their Hearts, that they ſhall never de- 
part from me. The Promile is founded 
in the unchangeable Love of God to 
his People. Were God as ian (ubjett 
to Variation, there might be Jealoulte 
3n Bclievers Icft they ſhould loſe his 
g00d Will, As thoſe who depend on 
Princes, are ſuſpicious Jeſt from the 
natural inconſtancy of the human Wil, 
a new Favourite thould ſupplant them, 
Pat whom God loves he loves to the end, 


The 
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The Apoſtle prays for the Theſſaloni- 
ans; that God would preſerve them blames 
leſs till unto the coming of Chriſt, by this 
Conſideration,  faithfil 3s he that calleth 
on, he will do it, He ſpeaks of the In- 
ternal Call, that opens the Heart and 
overpowers all Reſiſtance. As when 
the Angel came with a Light ſhining 
m the Priſon to St. *Peter, and ſtruck 
him on the Side, bid him arife quickly 
looſed his Chains, aud led him through 
the Guards, open'd the Doors, and re- 
ſtored him to Liberty. The effectual 
calling of a Sinner; is the viſible and 1n- 
fallible effec of electing Mercy, and 
God is iinchangeable in his own pur-. 
poſe, and faithful to his Promiſes of 
bringing all ſuch by Sanctification to 
Glory. The ſame Apoſtle tells the 
Saints at Corizzth, That the Redeemer 
would confirm them to the End : CGed 
x faithful by mwhem ge are called, 
Grace that was at firſt inſpir'd, 1s con- 
tinually actuated by the Spirit, who 15 
ſtiled the earneſt of the Saints [nheritance. 
$ that whereas the Angels that exccll'd 
0 Strength kept not their firſt State of 
Purity and Glory, _ but are_ ſunk into 
Corruption and Miſery,yet true humble 
Belicvets though weak, and encompaſt 
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with many Difficulties, ſhall be preſer: | 
ved from deſtructive Evil, and raiſed 


to an unchangeable Eſtate of Perfedi- 


on. This is as truly admirable, as, if | 


the Stars ſhould fall from Heaven, and 
Clods of Earth aſcend and ſhine 1n the 


Firmament. The Apoſtle who acknoy- þ 
ledged his inſufficiency of himſelf to think 
'a good Thought, yet truumphantly de | 


Clares, 1 can do all things (within the 
compaſs of his Duty) through Chriſt thi 


ſtrengthens me. TheLove, Fidelity and 
Power of God are a ſure Fountain 
Aftiſtance to. every Chriſtian, that þ 
ſincerely reſolves and endeavours to 


proſecute his laſt and bleſſed End. 
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| ſequence, it therefore becoms us with 
| the moſt intenſe application of Mind to 
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CHAP. VIL 


| Ar Account how Alen are induct to 
chooſe a falſe Happineſs, and rejecs 


the true. Dire@ions for the regula- 


ting our Choice, The $8 enſes and 


'Paſſions are the worſt Conncellors. 
The Example of the multitude is 


contagious. 


| I Shall now come to the Dire&ions 


how to fix our Choice aright. 
This is a matter of everlaſting Con- 


confider it, and according to the ad- 


| vice of Wiſdom, to keep the Heart with 


all diligence 3, for ont of it are the iſſues of 


Life. 


Indeed the choice were not difficult 


| between lying Vanities and ſubſtantial 
" þ Bleſſednels, F; 
| the Superior ſway : but in this lapſed 
| ſtate of Nature, the Underſtanding and 


uncorrupted reaſon had 


Willare ſo depraved,that preſent things 


| pleaſing to ſence, raviſh the Heart into 


a Compliance. Men are deceived, not 


compelled into ruin : the ſubtile Sedu- 


ecr prevails by fair Temptations, This 
M 3 will 
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will be evident by reflecting upon the 
frame and compoſition of Man, as he 
conſiſts of Spirit Soul and Body, and 
the manner of his acting. The Spirit 
is the intcllective diſcerning Faculty, 
the Seat of Reaſon, capable to compare 
and judge of the qualitzes of things,and 
forcſee their iſſues. The Body include 


the lower Faculties, the Sences Fancy 


and Paſſions, that are coverſant about 
preſent things. The Soul 1s the Will 


the principle of Election, in the midi | 
of the other, as the Centre to which all | 


their Addreſſes flow. . Now upon the 
propoſal. of the ſpiritual and carnal 


Good in order to Choice, the Will 
to be directed by the Mind, and by its 


own Authority to rule the lower Pa 


fions. But alas! the Mind has loſt its 


primitive Light and Purity, Vigilance 
and Integrity, neglects its Duty, and 
from Ignorance, Errour and carnal Pre- 
judices often pleads for the Fleſh : and 
the Will, the rational Appetite, 1s vo- 
luntarily ſubordinateand inflaved by the 
Senſitive. From hence it 1s that in the 
competition, Heaven with all its Glory 
is deſpiſed, and the preſent World em 
bracd. To open. this more particular- 
Iy, Conlider.. | | 
Ry "Os I. The 
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I. The Sences can only talte and 
enjoy groſler dreggy Pleaſures. 

2, The Fancy that depends upon 
them 1n its Operations, and is guided 
by their report, conceives of Felicity 
only under thenotion of ſenſitive Plea- 
ſure. We may illuſtrate this by the 
practice of || Aretizs a Painter recorded 
with Infamy,who being often imployed | Flagitio 
to Paint the Goddefles to be ſet in the ;,j:o1;,* (ome 
Pagan Temples, always drew their per alizujus 
Pictures by the Faces and Complexions fzmine amo- 
of his Harlots, that the Objects of his 7eflzgrans &+ 
impure Love might have Veneration 09 id Deas : 
and a Divinity attributed tothem, un- 2/189 

, : dilectarinm 

der the Titles, and Pretence of Mizerva, ; vine. Joon 
Juno, Diana, and the other Goddciles que ſcorta e= 
ador'd by the Heathens. This Impicty jus vener2- 
in an Idolater 1s reſembled by Men,who bantur. Plin 
fancy Happineſs, (that 1s a ſpiritual 
divine Perfection enjoyed in the glort- 
ous Viſion of God) to be a carnal 
Fruition, and having with ſenſible 
Colours and Lineaments repreſented it 
agreeable to their bratilh Facaltics, 
place it in their Hearts, and Sacritice 
all their Thoughts Atic&ions, and Ser- 
vice to it. 

The Fancy is very powerful in Men 
upon a double account. 
M 4 I. The 
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1. The Underſtanding naturally re- 
ceives the notions of things by Phan. 
taſms that are ſtill mixing 1n its Con- 
templations. While the Soul 1s con- 
fined to a Tabernacle of Fleſh, it ap- 
prehends no Object without the prece- 
dent excitation of the Senſes. From 
whence it is impoſſible, that a Perſon 
abſolutely deprived of Sight from his 
Birth, ſhould have an Idea of Light or 
Colours, or that is born deaf, ſhould 
conceive what Sound 1s, the Senſe ne- 
ver having imparted an account of it 
to them. And the Image of the Obje 
is not immediately tranſmitted from the 
Senſe to the Mind, but firſt tothe Ima- 
gination, that prepares it for its view. 
And from hence theſenſual Fancy is fo 
predominant 1n ſweying the Judgment, 
and inclining the Will. As thoſe Coun- 
cellors of {tate that have the Ear of the 
Prince, and are continually with him, 
by ſpecious Informations, and diſguiling 
Truth, influence him to approve or re- 
je& Perſons and Things according to 
the various Afpects given by them. The 


ſame Object propoundedin adark con-_ 


fuſed manner, weakly moves us, but 
varniſht and beautified with lively and 
Pleaſant Colours by the Imagsnation, 


of MAN, 


s armed with ſuch Power that raviſhes 
the eſteem of the Mind, and conſent of 
the Will, Now Celeſtial Happineſs be- 
ing purely Spiritual, ſuch as Eye hath 
not ſeer, nor Ear heard, nor entered into 


the Heart of Man to conceive, though 


| ſome diſcoveries be made of it by Re- 
| velation, yet the Imagination makes 


ſuch an obſcure detrafting Idea of it, 
that it affetsno more. than a dead ſha- 
dow drawn in ſome imperfe& Lines of 
an exquiſite Beauty : but when the 
Fancy 1s warned and enlivened by the 
preſence of ſenſible Objects, it makes a 
vigorous impreſſion of them upon the 


| Mind, and that repreſents the Pictures 


of Pleaſure as very lovely and delight- 
fal to the Will, which preſently 1m- 
braces them. 

2. The Fancy has a marvcllous force 
upon the ſenſitive Appetite, that cager- 
ly defires what 1s repreſented as plea- 


| fant, though the enlightned Mind ſees 


through the Temptation, and knows 
tis a meer Dream that brings neither 
ſolid nor durable Joy. Onein aFeaver 
Is pleaſed by imagining Fountains and, 
Streams though he knows that 1magi- 
nary Waters cannot quench his Thirſt, 
nor afford the leaſt real Refreſhment. 
Now 
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Now the ſenfitive Appetite being in- 
flam'd by theFancy, imparts a contagj. 


ous Fire to the Will, and that inducs 


the Mind. either to concur with it, and 
palliate the deceit, and to judge favour. 


ably according to its Inclinations, or | 


makes it flack or remiſs in 1ts Office, 


diverting the Thoughts from what | 


might controul the Appetite, or if the 
Underſtanding {till contradicts yet 'tisin 
ſo cold and ſpeculativea manner,that the 
Law of the Members rebels againſt the 
Superior Light, and is too ſtrong for the 


Law of the Mind, and that Sayings 


verified, 


Video meliora proboq; Deteriora 


ſequor. 


I ſee what is worthy to be choſen, but 
purſue what 1s to be abhorr'd. Thus 
miſerably weak are the rational guiding 
Powers in Man ſince his Fall, thus im- 
perious and violent the brutiſh Fa- 
culties. In ſhort, illuſion and concu- 
piſcence are the principal cauſes why the 
moſt noble and divine Good is under- 
valued and rejeted in compariſon of 
inferior tranſitory Vanities. O the 
- cheap Damnation of beguiled Souls! 


ta 


of MAN. 


A Meſs of Pottage was more valuable 
to Eſax, than the Birth-right that had 
annext to it the Regal and Prieſtly Dig- 
nity. Unwiſe and unhappy Wretches! 


« | that follow lying Vanities, and forſake their 


| own Mercies. 


Thus I have briefly ſet down the 


| proceſs of mens fooliſh choice 1n this 


degenerate ſtate. Now that we may 


| with a free uncorrupted Judgment 


compare things inorder to a wiſe choice 
of true Felicity, it follows from what 


| has been ſaid, that as the Apoſtle in 


obeying his Heavenly Commillion, 
conferr'd not with Fleſh and Blood We 
muſt not in this matter of infinite im- 
portance, attend 

I,. To the ſuggeſtions and deſires of 
the Senſes and carnal Appetite, which 
are the worſt Councellors, as being 
uncapable of judging what 1s our pro- 
per Happineſs, deceittul and importu- 
nate. 

Firſt, They are uncapable of appre- 
hending Spiritual Eternal Things, 
which alone bring fit and. compleat ſa- 
tisfaction to the Soul : and cannot look 
forward to the end of ſinful Pleaſures, 
and ballance the terrible Evils they 
leave at parting, with the ſight vaniſh- 
: : ing 


Hg 


hold on things they feel, ſo the ſenſitive 
Faculties adhere to groſs preſent enjoy. 
ment, not underſtanding the pure 
ſpotleſs Felicity that is to come, and 

eſpiſing what they do not underſtand, 
Now who would in an Afﬀair upon 
which his All depends, adviſe with 
Children and'Fools, whoſe Judgment 
of things is without Counſel, their 
Counſel without Diſcourſe, their Diſ- 
courſe without Reaſon ? There 1s no- 
thing more contrary to the order of 
Nature, than for Men that ſhould af- 


fe&t with Judgment, to judg by their | 


AfﬀeGtions. 
2. The carnal Appetite with its 
Luſts are very deceitful, a Party within 
holding correſpondence with our Spt- 
ritual Enemies, the Armies of evil An- 
gels, ſo active and aſſliduous in conſpi- 
ring and accompliſhing the Damnation 
of Men. The Devil in Scripture is 
called the Tempter by way of eminence, 
who manages and improves all Temp- 
tations, and his pernicious deſign is by 
the Objetts of Senſe ordered and made 
more alluring and _— by his various 
Arts, to engage the AﬀeCtons into a 
com- 
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ing content that ſprings from their Pre. 
ſence. Therefore as blind Perſons lay 


a_ of M1 AN, 


| compliance and fo to gain the Will. 


Now our great danger 1s.not ſo much 
from Satan the Enemy without, as from 
the carnal Appetite,the Traitor within, 
that gives him the firſt and eaſy en- 
trance into. the Soul. He can only en- 
tice by repreſenting what. is - amiable to 


| Senſe, but the corrupt. Appetite in- 
dines to the clofing with, it. Hetemp-. 


ted Jeſus Chriſt but was repell'd with 
ſhame, having found nothing within hinz 
te.work upon. The perfett regularity of 
Faculties in.our Bleſſed Saviour was not 
n the leaſt diſorder d-neither by hisfair- 
eſt Inſinuations, or moſt furious Aſfaults, 


{ And we might preſerve our inno- 


cence inviolable notwithſtanding all his 
Attempts, did not ſome corrupt Aﬀe- 
(ion cheriſh'd in our Boſoms lay us 
naked and open to his poiſon'd Darts. 
The Apoſtle Peter who had a Spiritual 
Eye,and diſcern'd wherein the ſtrength 
of our great Enemy lies, admoniſhes 
Chnitians, Dearly. Beloved I beſeech you, 
a Strangers and Pilgrims, abſtain- from 
fleſhly Liſts, that. war againſt. the Soul. 
And we are told. by: him, That 7he. 
Corruption that: is in; the World, is: 


_ through Luſt. Theoutward QbjeQsare 
uſeful and beneficial in their. kind, the 


abuſe 
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abuſe of them 1s from Luſt. The Poj- 
ſon is not in the Flower, but in the 
Spider. Tis thereforeinfinitely dange. 
rous to conſult, or truſt our carnal Fa. 
culties in this matter, for they are 
brib'd and corrupted,and will commend 
temporal things to our choice. 

2, THe ſenſhal Aﬀections are ſo nu- 
merous and clamorous,ſo vehement and 
haſty, that if they are admitted to 
counſel and give the deciſive Vote, the 

- Voice of Conſcience will not be heard 
or regarded. In concernments of a 
lower Nature, 'tis conſtantly ſeen, 
that nothing more diſturbs Reaſon, and 
makes Men improvident and pecipitant 
in their Determinations, than a diſor- 
dered Paſſion. © From hence, 'tis a pru- 
dent Rule, That as 'tis not fit to eat in 
the heigth of a Fever, becauſe the Meat 
feeds the Diſeaſe, by increaſing the 
feaveriſh not the vital heat : ſo 'tis not 
good to deliberate in the heat of any 
Atfection. For then the Thoughts 
ſtrongly blow up the Paſſion, and 
{mother Reaſon, and the Mind is rather 
a Party than a Judge : but after the de- 
clination of that Feaver in the Soul, in 
a quict enterval, 'tis ſeaſonable to con- 
der. Now if any ſimple Paſſion when 


moved. 
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| moved, transports and confounds the 


Mind, and makes it uncapable of judg- 
ing aright, much more the love of the 
World,an univerſal Paſſion that reigns 
in Men, and has ſo many ſwarming de- 
fires anſwerable to the variety of ſenſt- 
ble things, and therefore 1s more unru- 
ly, laſting and dangerous then any par- 
ticular Paſſion. In ſhort, ſenſual Aﬀe- 
Hons captivate the Mind, and hinder 
its due conſidering the folly and obli- 


quity of the carnal choice, and when 


| ncenſt ( as diſtracted Perſons whoſe 


Strength grows with their Fury) vio- 
lently break all the reſtraints the under- 
ſtanding can apply from reaſon and re- 


| yelation. 


2, In order to make a right choice, 
we muſt be very watchful leſt the gene- 
ral Example of Men taint ourReaſon, 
and cauſe an immoderateeſteem of tem- 

oral things. The whole World lies in 
Vickedneſs, in a ſenſual Sty, without 
Conſcience of its Miſery, or care of 
regaining its Happineſs, deceived and 
pleaſed with ſhews of Felicity. The 
way to Hell is broad as-the inclinations 


of the licentions Appetite, pleaſant as 


the delights of Senſe, ſo plain and eaſy 


that Men go to it * blindfold, and fo Þ0r 


fre- 
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frequented that it would force Tear | 


from any conſidering Perſon,to ſee Men 
ſo haſty to meet with Damnation, 
When Caliſto the  Harlot reproacht 
Socrates that there were more follower 
of her Beauty than his Wiſdom, the 
+ 5 wu 5Þ t Philoſopher replied, that was not 
6%1TW x5 ſtrange, becauſe it was much eaſier to 
T&171 &V]S85 draw them in the way of Pleaſure, that 
— * ©, 1s ſteep and ſlippery, than to conſtrain 
ut + them to aſcend to Virtue, ſeated on a 
cer Ani Hill, where the aſcent is {low, and with 
14201400, toll and difficulty. Now there 1s no- 
oc0io 5 &v0- thing more contagious than Example. 
3s i, 4 Weblindly conſent with the Multitude, 


&ydos T01S and are poſleſt with fooliſh Wonder, 
TAN. 


Elan. l, 13. 


©. 32, neſs, Treaſures and Delights,neglecting 


to make a due eſtimation of things, 
'Tis the ordinary Artifice of the Devil 
to render temporalthings more valuable 
and attraftive to particular Perſons; 
from the common practice of Men who 
greedily purſue them as their Happineſs, 
As ſorhe crafty Merchants, by falſe re- 
ports raiſe the exchange, to advance 
the price of their own Wares. The 
Men of the World are under the dire- 
&ion of Senſe, and think them only to 

| be wiſe and happy that ſhine in Pomp, 
abound 


and carnal admiring of worldly Great- | 


of MAN. © 


| abound in Riches, and overflow iri 


Pleaſures. The Pſalmiſt tells us of the 

roſperous Worldling, that while he lives, 
þ bleſs bzs Soul; and Men will praiſe thee 
when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. By vici- 
ous imitation our Judgments are more 
corrupted; and our Paſſions raisd to 
higher degrees for painted Vanities. 
The Aﬀettions in the purſuit of earthly 
things are intlam'd by the contention 
of others. And when holy Deſires 
and Reſolutions ſpring up in Men, yet 
ſo powerful is. the cuſtom of the World, 
that they ofren become ineffectual, 
As a Ship. whoſe Sails are fill d with a 
fair Wind, but makes no way, ſtoptby 


| the force of the Current. Now to for- 


tify us againſt the pernicious influence 
of Example, Confider, | | 

- I, 'Tis moſt unreaſonable in this Af- 
taic of ſo vaſt moment to be under the 
direction of the Multitude. For the 
moſt are ſottiſh and fenſual, govern'd 
by the uncertain motions of a giddy vo- 
luble Fancy, and roving impetuous 
Paſtions, ſo that to be led. by their ex- 
imple, and diſregard the ſolid immortal 
rules of heavenly Wiſdom, 1s as perfect 
madncf$ as for one to follow a. herd of 
Swine through the Mire, and leave a 
clean 


The final Happineſs 


clean Path that lies before him. If 
there were but few in an Ageor Coun- 
try, that were deluded with falſe Ap- 
pearances, it would be a diſgrace to 
imitate the practice of the Fooliſh: and 
{ball the great numbers of the Earthly- 
minded give Reputation and Credit to 
their Error. He were a ſtrange Fodl 
indecd, that ſhould refuſe a ſingle piece 
of counterfeit Money, and receive a 
great heap 1n payment, as 1f the num- 
ber added a rcal value to them. Ts 
therefore a neceſlary point of Wiſdom 
+ Nunquam tO develt all f vulgar Prejudices, to ſe 


de vita j«4j- parate our ſclves from the Multitude, 
catur, ſemper that we may ſee the vanity of things 
ereditur, ſ4- that dazle inferior Minds. 
wabimur, i >, Confider the univerſal judgment 
wedo ſepare- 
paar and ſerious Hours, when the Proſpet 
Peat. of Eternal Things is open before them, 
How valtly ditterent are their Appre 
henltons of temporal Things in the re- 
view, from what they were in their vi 
cious Defires? How often do they 
break forth in the ſorrowful Words of 
the Apoſtle, We have been toiling al 
Night and caught nothing £ When there 
are but a few remaining Sands in the 
Glaſs of Time, and Death ſhakes the 


Glak 


even of the worldly Men in their laſt } 
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Glaſs before them, how powerfully do 
they preach of the emptineſs and uncer- 
tainty of things below, and ſigh out in 
Soloxron's phraſe, AY is Vanity 2 And 
this is more ſingularly obſervable in 
thoſe who have had the fulleſtenjoy- 
ment of earthly things. How do they 
complain of the vain World, and their 
vainer Hearts, when Experience has 
convincd them of their wotul Folly 2 
Solomon Who was among other Princes, 
as the Sun in the midſt of the Planets, 
that obſcures them by his illuſtrious 
Brightneſs, He that had ' ſurveyed this 


| Continent of Vanity, to make an Ex- 


periment whether any ſatisfaction could 


| be found in it, at laſt fadly declares; 


that all things here below are but ſeve- 
ral kinds and ranks of Vanities, as inef- 
fetual to make Men happy, as coun- 
terfeit Jewels of ſeveral Colours are to 
enrich the Poſſeſlor. Nay they are not 
only Vanity, but Vexation, an empty 
ſhow that has nothing real, but the 
vexationof diſappointment. And ſhall 
we not value the judgment of Men 
when they are beſt inſtructed, and give 
credit to their Teſtimony when they 
are ſincere ? Certainly in their Approa- 
ches to the Divine Judgment they are 

2 moſt 
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moſt conſiderate and ſerious, they have 
the trueſtand juſteſt thoughts of Things, 
and moſt freely declare them. O the 
aſtoniſhing Folly of Men ! they willnot 
be convincd of the error of their ways, 
till they come to the end of them, and 
the Sun 1s ſet, and no time remains for 
their returning into the way of Life. 


CHAP. VIL 


The ftedfaſt belief of Eternal Things re- 
quiſtte to dire our Choice. The power 
of Faith illuſtrated. Infidelityfotal or 
partial, the cauſe of Mens negleTirg 
Eternal Salvation. 


Shall proceed to ſhew further what 
isneceſlary to dire usinour choice, 
that we may not fall into the double 
Miſery, of being deceived with a falle 
Happineſs for a little time, and deprt- 
ved of true Happineſs for ever. Three 
things are requiſite for this. 
1. A ſound and ſtedfaſt belief of un- 
ſeen Eternal Things. 
2. Serious Conſideration of the vaſt 


diffe- 


of AM A N. 


difference between things that are the 
objects of Sight,and that are the objets 
of Faith. 

3. Humble and ardent Prayer to 
God, that he would turn away our 
Eyes and Hearts from Vanity, to the ſo- 
lid durable Good. 

Firſt, The ſound and ſtedfaſt belief 
of Eternal Things is requiſite to direct 


our choice aright. Faith 3s the ſubſtance Heb, rx, y 


of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not ſeen, It aſſures us of their reality 
and worth as if they were before our 
Eyes, and in our actual Poſleſlion. 
This Divine Light governsand condudts 
the Will to chooſe wiſely, and excites 
all the praftick Powers for the preven- 
ing the greateſt Evils, and the obtaining 
perfect Felicity. When the Devil, the 
deadly Flatterer, by inviting repreſen- 
tations of the World intices the Heart, 
the ſerious belief of the future reward 
ſo glorious and eternal, diſgraces the 


| moſt ſplendid Temptations, and makes 


them ineffectual. This is the ViFory that 
overcomes the World, even our Faith. If 
tempted to Laſciviouſncl; by the allure- 
ments of an earthly Beauty, Faith re- 
preſents the angelical luſtre of the Saints, 


when they ſball come with theunſpotted 
N 3 Lamb 
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Lamb 1n his glorious appearance, and 
this unbinds the Charm, and makes the 
tempting Perſon an object not of De- 
fire, but Averſation. If tempted with 
Honour to a finful compliance; Faith 
repreſents ſo convincingly the Glory 
which all thoſe who preſerve their Con- 
ſcience and Integrity 1nviolable, ſhall 
receive at the univerſal Judgment, in 
the preſence of God, and the holy An- 
gels, (as our Saviour has promis'd, He 
that ſerves me,him will my Father honour) 
and the confuſion wherein the moſt ho- 
nourable Sinners ſhall then be cover, 
that with a generous diſdain all ſecular 
honours will be deſpiſed. And it is as 
powerful to enervate the Temptation 
of temporal Profit. We read of Moſes, 
that by Faith, when he was come to Years, 
(and therefore more capable to under- 
ſtand andenjoy what Felicity the bright- 
et Honours and greateſt Riches could 


afford) refuſed to be called the Son if 


Pharaoh's Darghter ; chuling rather to 
ſuffer AfiuTion with the *People of God, 
than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
ſeaſon ; eſtceming the reproach of Chris 
greater Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt: 
for he had reſpe to the recompence of 
Reward, And all the Evils which a 


wicked 
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wicked World, in{pir'd with rage trom 
Satan, can threaten to fright us from 
our Duty, Poverty, Diſgrace, Baniſh- 
ment, nay Torments and Death, thoſe 
terribles viſu forme, 1o heightned by the 
carnal Fancy, are cafily overcome by a 
fincere and ſtrong Bchever. Thus ſome 
who were urged by ſuch motives to 
renounce their Religion, told the Per- 
kecutors,that Life was not ſweet to them 
if they might not live Chriſtians, nor 
Death bitter if they muſt die for Chriſt. 
A lively firm perſuaſion of the excel- 
lence and eternity of the Reward, what 
miraculous effets would it produce ? 


| Nothing would be impoſlible within 


the compaſs of our Duty, either to do 
or ſuffer in order to a glorious Immor- 
tality. Faith has a celeſtial Power, a 
magnetick Virtue to draw up the Heart 
from the Earth. and faſtens it to things 
above. It 1s not imaginable that a clear 
fighted Soul,that ſees a Good infinitely 
great, ſhould reject it for mean things 
to pleaſe the lower Deſires, We may 
as probably imagine, that a skiltul Jew- 
eller would part with the richelt Ori- 
ental Pearls, for Cherry Stones-to play 
with Children. 

From hence we may diſcover the 
N 4 true 


Nec vereammu 
occidi, quoy 
conſtat,quane 
do occidimss 


coronart, 


CyP. 
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trae cauſe of the neglect of the great 
Salvation offered in the Goſpel,the Word 
preacked does not profit, not being mix 
with Faith in them that hear it. It is 
aſtoniſhing to conſider that Earth ſhould 
contend with Heaven for our Aﬀeti- 
ons, and prevail againſt itz that Vani- 
ty ſhould turn the Scale againſt the ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory: that 
Men ſhould purſue fleeting Shadows, 
and neglect the moſt excellent Realiticy, 
as if they could be happy here, and con- 
tinue for eyer, and hereafter there were 
neither Happineſs nor Eternity. But 
this releaſes the wonder, that a// ley 
have not Faith, Eternal Things are not 
of conſpicuous moment in the carnal 
Ballance. Some are Infidels in Profel- 


ſion, openly declaring themſelves tobe | 


without Religion, without God, and 
have the ſame credit of the Heaven 
and Hell diſcovered in the Goſpel, as 
of the Elyſian Fields, and Stygian Lake, 
the Fables of the Pocts. Theſe live as 
if they ſhould never die, and die asif 
they ſhould never live in the other 
World, as if Death cauſed ſo deep 
ſleep, that the Voice of the Son of God 
could not awaken them at the laſt day, 
Their unbclief is not from reaſon, but 
"Y 0 os vick 
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{ vicious oppolite AﬀeCtions 3 for the 


truth of the Eternal State 1s ſo clearly 
revealed, and ſtrongly eſtabliſht in the 
Goſpel, that the fincere Mind muſt 
readily aſſent to it. But the Wicked 
cannot delight in the diſcovery of that 
for which they are unprepared, and 
therefore try all ways to elude the force 
of the moſt ſatisfying Arguments. They 
do not fear Hell, but are afraid they 
ſhould be fearful of it. This is ſuch a 
piece of Folly as that of the Weſt Indi- 
ans, who at the firſt Invaſion by the 
Spaniards, were ſo terrified with the 
glittering of their Swords that they pre- 


| ſently fled, and very adviſedly reſolved 


to hide themſelves in the day, and af- 
fault their Enemies in thenight. They 


| were fearful to ſee their Danger, and 


raſh toencounterit, and fighting in the 
dark were killed in the dark. The 


| Threatnings of Eternal Death are the 


brandiſhings of God's glittering Sword 
before he ſtrikes, and ſenſual Infidels are 


-afraid leſk the belief of thoſe terrible 


Truths ſhould enter into their Breaſts ; 
therefore are utterly careleſs of what 
may convince them of their danger, 
and will not foreſee what they ſhall 
certainly ſuffer. This is obſtinate, and 
the 


the moſt incurable Infidelity. An in- 
ſtance whereof wehavein the Phariſees, 
who rejected our Saviour. Though 
all the Characters of the Meſſ7uh were 
conſpicuous in his Perſon, though his 
Dodrines were confirmed by Miracle, 
yet they would not yeild up themſelyes 
to that omnipotent conviction,ſo ſtrong 
were their carnal prejudices againſt his 
humble State, and holy Dodrine, 
That reproach 1s more jultly due to In- 
fidels under the Goſpel, than to 1/ae] 


in the Prophet : Who s blind as my Ser- 


vant £ The Heathens who are blind 
from their Birth, and have only ſome 
glimmering apprehenſ1ons that Eternity 
ſucceeds Time, are leſs culpable than 
thoſe who have infinitely more reaſon 
to believe it, and yet believe it leſs, 
The Plea for them will be a terrible Ac- 


cuſation againſt ſuch Unbelievers. If | 


a blind Perſon falls, it moves compaſ- 
ſion ; but if one voluntarily ſhuts his 
Eyes againſt the Sun, and refuſes the 
direction of the Light, and falls from a 
Precipice, bis Rum 1s the juſt conſe- 
quenceof hisFolly. Simple Ignorance 
excuſes as to the degrees of the Fault, 
but affetted wilful Ignorance, now 
Reaſon and Revelation. with united 
Beams 
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Beams give fo clear a proſpet into the 


Eternal World, aggravates the Guilt, 

and Sentence of ſuch Unbelievers.”Tis in 

yain to offer Arguments to convince 

them 3 for they are as deaf as Addersto 

the wiſeſt Inſtructions, till Senſe extort 

a belief from them. They have hard- 

ned their. Hearts and Faces againſt all 
Reproofs,: and by an open contempt of 
Scripture-Threatnings, are paſt reclaim- 
ing: .* There are many degrees of Sins, 
many. ſteps in the deſcent to Hell, bur 
the loweſt and neareſt the Gates of that 
infernal Priſon, 1s the ſcornful deriſton 
of God's terrible preparations for the 
Wicked hereafter. 

Beſides,the moſt who are Believers in 
Title,are Infidels in Heart. Our Saviour 
tells the Fews,who pretended the higheſt 
Veneration to the Writings of eMoſes, 


| That if they had believed Moſes,they would 


have believed him 5, for Moſes wrote of kim.If 
Men did ſeriouſly believeſuch an excel- 
lent Reward, as the Goſpel propounds, 
would it be a cold unperſuaſive motive 
to them ? . The depravation of the Will 
argues a correſpondent defect in the 
Mind, though not abſolute total Infide- 
lity, yet ſuch a weakneſs and wavering 
in the Aſſent, that when Temptations 
are 
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are preſent and urgent, and it comes to 
actual choice, Senſe prevails over Faith, | 


This will be clear by Univerſal Exper. 
ence in temporal things. The probable 
hope of Gain, will make thofe who are 
greedy of Gold, prodigal of theirLive, 
and venture through tempeſtuous Sex 
to accompliſh their Deſires. And if the 
belief were equal, would not Men do 
or ſuffer as much for obtaining what is 
infinitely more valuable? A firm Afſent 
would produce adherence, and Faithin 
the Promiſes, Fidelity in obeying the 


Commands of Chrift. Tertal/iar pro- 


prounds it as a powerful incentive to 
the Martyrs, 2uis ergo non libentiſſunt 
tanium pro vero habeat erogare, quantum 
alii pro falſo * Who would not joyfully 
ſacrifice Life and all it sindearments, to 
obtain true Bleſſedneſs, which others do 
for the vain Appearance of it? On the 
contrary,thefear of a preſent deſtructive 
Evil will controulthe moſt eager Appe- 
tites. *Tis recorded that when the Ar- 
my of 1/rael were in purſuit of the *Ph;- 
=—_ Saul to compleat his. Victory, 


24, 25, 26. forbad upon pain of Death that any 


ſhould taſte Food till the Sun was down. 
In the chaſe of their Enemies, they paſt 
through a Wood abounding with Ho- 
ney, 
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ney, yet notwithſtanding their Hunger 
| and Faintneſs, and the eaſy Proviſion 


- before them, no Man ſo much as taſted 
ble | its for the People feared the King's Oath. 
ire | And did Men truly believeand fear the 
& | Law of God threatning Hell for Sin, 
1; | would they dare to commit it, though 


he | invited by pleaſant Temptations? Nay 
| not only a ſtrong fear, but the meer 

ſuſpicion of great danger will reſtrain 
it | the moſt vehement deſires of Nature. 
n | What Perſon though inflamed with 
& | Thirſt, would drink a Glaſs of cosl Li- 
» | quor if he ſuſpefted that deadly Poiſon 
o | were mixt with it > And if Men were 
4 | perſuaded that Sin is attended with 
Death, would they drink in Iniquity 
like Water £ The Devils themſelves are 
not able to conquer the Fear of Judg- 
ment to come, they believe and tremble, 
Therefore when it 1s not active upon 
the Conſcience, it 1s either becauſe Men 
do not believe the thing it ſelf, or that 
Holineſs is neceſlary to prepare for it. 
Indeed even in true Behevers the appre- 
henſion of Eternal Things has ſuch great 
allays, that temporal things are over-va- 
lied and over-feared. A ſtrong Faith 
in the Truth and Power of God,would 
make the glorious World fo fure and 
near 
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near in our Thoughts, that with indif. 
ferent Aﬀecions we ſhould receiye 
good or evil things here, rejoice as if we 
rejoiced not, and mourn as if we mourned 
z0t. Our Lives would be fo reguhr 
and pure, as if the Judg were to come 
the next hour, as if the Sun did now 
begin to be darkned, and the Trumpet 
of the Arch-angel were ſounding, and 
the noiſe of the diflolving World were 
univerſally heard. Infidelity deads the 
Impreſſion, and ſuppreſſes the reigning 
Power of Eternal Things in our Hearts, 
In ſhort, Men are heavenly or earthly in 
their Choice and Converſation, as they 
aredirected by the fincere Light of Faith, 
or miſled by the falſe beams of Senſe. 


Co 


of MAN. 


CH A ÞP. IX. 


Conſideration is requiſite in order to a wiſe 
Choice, How it muſt be managed that 
it may be effeFual, It muſt be ſerious, 
frequent, and with application to the 
Soul, eMotives to it. The true Cauſes 
why Carnal Men are averſe from 
7. 


HE ſecond thing requiſite inorder 

to a wiſe Choice 1s Conlideration. 
For as by Faith the virtue of the Re- 
ward 1s diffuſed through all the Facul- 
ties, and the Powers of the World to 
come are felt in the Soul; ſo, by conſi- 
deration,Faith is exerciſed and becomes 
effetual. This unites and reinforces 
the beams of Eternal Truth, and in- 
flames the Aﬀections. As the Pſalmiſt 
expreſſes himſelf, My Heart was hot 
within me while I was muſing, the Fire 
burned. Heaven 1s a Felicity ſo glori- 
ous and attractive, that if duly confide- 
red, no Man can poſhbly refuſe it: and 
Hell is a Miſery ſo extream and fearful, 
that if ſeriouſly laid to Heart, nonecan 
pollibly chooſe it. The laſt End is to 
be conceived under the notion of an 
infinite, 
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infinite Good, without the leaſt mix. 
ture of Evil, to which the human Will 
has a natural tendency. Theliberty of 
indifference is with reſpe& toſome par: 
ticular good Things, which may be vz- 
riouſly repreſented, ſo as to cauſe incli- 
nation or averſion. That Men who 


believe Eternal Life is the Reward of | 
Holineſs, yet with a careleſs inadver- | 
tency paſs over their Duty 3 and that | 


Eternal Death is the Wages of Sin, yet 
ſecurely continue in 1t; 1s more won: 
derful than to ſee Martyrs ſing in the 
Flames, and the great cauſe of 1t is the 


negle& of Conſideration. This is aflign- | 


ed to bethe cauſe of that unnatural and 


aſtoniſhing Rebellion of 1/r2el againſt | 


God their Father and Soveraign: Hear 


O Heavens, and give Ear O Earth, for | 
the Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and } 


brought up Children and they have rebelled 
againſt me, The Ox knows his Owner, 
and the Aſ5 his Maſters Crib, but Iſtael 
doth not know, my People doth mit 
conſider. | NATE 

This Duty as it is of admirable Ad- 
vantage, ſo 'tis univerſally ,neceſtary : 
for all are equally concern'd, and it 1 
within the power of all to perform. 
Though Men cannotconvert themſelves, 
yet 


: 
] 
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yet they may conſider what is prepara- 


tory to Converizon. For the Will may 
turn the Thoughts of the Mind to any 
ſort of. Objects. | | 

_ I 'will briefly fhew the nature of this 
Duty, and how to manage it for ſpiri- 
tal profit, and thoſe Objects from 


| whence our Thoughts derive vigour for 


the {waying of the Will and the conduct 


- | ofthe Life. 


' T. Fhe nature of Conſideration is 


| diſcovered by its end,which is this; that 


the Mind being fatisfted 1n the juſt Rea- 
ſons upon which the choice of Heaven 


 isto be made, the Will and Afﬀedtions, 


may be ingaged in an earneſt. joyful 


| and conſtant purſuit of it. And 1n this 
| reſpe& it differs from {imple Knowledg, 


| 


q 


and naked Speculation, that informs 


the Mind without influence and efficacy 


upon the Heart. Lyke a Gariand of 


Flowers that adorns the Head withour 


any benefit and. refreſhing to him that 
wears it. And pradGtical meditation 
differs from the ſtudy of divinethings in 


1 


order to the inſtructing of others. That 
$ like a Merchant's buymg of Wine for 
Sale, this like providing/1t tor our own 
ule, WR - | 
2, Fhat the Conſideration of Eter-, 
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nal Things may be effectual, it muſt be, 

1. Serious and-dehiberate. For the 
Afﬀeair is great in reality above all pof- 
ſible conception or compariſon. All 
other things, how conſiderable ſoever in 
themſelves, yet reſpectively. and in pa- 
ralle] witi1 this.are of no account. Our 
Saviour told Martha, One thing is m- 
ceſſary : Mary hath choſen the better part, 
that ſhall rot be taken from her. What 
Inſtance can be of equal moment with 
that of entertaining the Son of God? 


vet a ſerious attention to the Words of 


Eternal Life dropping from his Lips, 
was more neceſlary than making Pro- 


viſion for him. The greateſt and moſt | 


weighty Affairs in the World are but « 
vain Employment, but irregulary and 


impertinence, 1n compare with Eternal 


Salvation. And the greateſt folemnity 
of Thoughts is requiſite, to undeceive 


the Mind, and ingage the Will for Hex: | 
veis Tis very obſervable that Erron | 


1nJudgment and Choice ſpring from 
the ſame cauſes, the not fincere and due 
weighing of Things. In the deciſions 
of Queſtions, Truth is difcovered by 
comparing, with an equal (taid Attenty 
o0n.,the Reaſons of the one and the other 
part: but when ſome yicious Afﬀeccyon 
col: 
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| contradicts the Truth, it fills the Mind 
| with Prejudices, _ cannot impar- 


tially ſearch into thirgs,and is deceived 


with ſpectous fallacies, with the image 
| of Truth. For according to the pre- 
ſent application of the Mind *'tis deter- 


mined, and Paſſion ſtrongly applies it 
to confider that which is for the carnal 


| Intereſt, and conſequently Inclination, 


not Reaſon, is the principle of the Per- 
ſuafion. And this is more evident in 


Mens fooliſh Choice. As the Eve can- 
| not ſee but what 1s viltble, nor the Un- 
| derſtanding conceive what 1s not Intel- 
| ligible, the Will cannot love and chuſe 
| what is not amiable at leaſt in ſhew. IF 
| theDevil did appear without a diſguiſe, 
| he would have no power to perſuade, 
| but in all his Temptations there is the 


mixture- of a Lie to make it plcaſant, 
He preſents a falſe Perſpective, to make 


what is but ſuperficial appear ſolid and 
| ſubſtantial. And the carnal Heart turns 
| the Thoughts to whatis grateful, with- 
| out ſeriouſly conſidering what is inf1* 
| itely better, and accordingly chuſcs by 
| the Eye of Senfe, the Happineſs of this 
| World. Therefore till Eternal Things 
| are open'd in the view of Conſcience, 
and the Mind calmly conſiders by the 
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Light of Faith their reality and great. | 
neſs, no right valuation,nor wiſe choice | 


can be made. 

Beſides, the moſt clear and rationi] 
enforcements by the aCtings of the 
Thoughts, are neceſſary to make 1 
ſtrong impreſſion on the Aﬀections,and 
reſcue them from the captivity of the 
Fleſh. In other things as foon as the Mind 


is inlightned, the Will reſolves, and the 
inferior Faculties obey;but ſuch isthere- | 
fiſtance of the carnal Heart,that although Þ 


us evident from infallible Principle 


there 1san everlaſting Glory,infinitelyto þ 
beprefer'd above the little appearance 
of Beauty and Pleaſure here, yet the 
moſt piercing reafonsenter heavily with- | 
out earnc{t inculcation.Slight or ſudden 
Thoughts may produce vaniſhing Aﬀe-F 
&ions of complacence, or diſtaſte, and | 
fickle reſolations,that hke fick Feather | 
drop away,and leave the Soul nakedtoFf : 
the next Temptation 5 but ſolemn and 
fixed Thoughts are powerful on the 


Heart, in making a thorow and Jaſting 


Change. When the Clouds diflolve in 
a gentle Shower, the Earth drinks 1n all, 
and is made Fruittul ; but a few ſprink 
ling Drops, or a ſhort ſtorm of Rain, 


that wets only the Surface, without | 
fink Þ 
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ſinking to the Root, 1s little beneficial. 
In ſhort, there may be ſome excitations 


| to Good, and retradtions from Evil, 


ſome imperfe& faint eflays towards 


| Heaven, from an impulſe on the Mind ; 


but ſolid Converſion is produc'd by de- 


| liberate Diſcourſe, by the due confide- 
ration and eſtimation of things, tis ra- 
| tional and perpetual. 


2. Conſideration muſt be frequent 


| to keep eternal Objects preſent, and 


powerful upon us. Such1s the natural 
Levity and Inconftancy, Sloth and 
Carnality of the Mind, That the Noti- 


ons of Heavenly Things quickly pals 
| through, but of Earthly abide there. 
| TfaStone bethrown upwards,it remains 
| no longer in the Air,than theimpreſſion 
| of the force by which it was thrown 
| continues; but if it falls on the Earth, it 
reſts there by Nature. When the Soul 
' 1s raiſed in contemplation to Heaven, 
how apt is it to fall from that heighth, 
| and loſe the eſteem, the lively Re- 
| membrance and AfﬀeRions of Eternal 
{ Things 2 But when the Thoughts are 
| excited by the preſence of what is plea- 
ling to Senſe, the withdrawing the Ob- 
| ject does not deface the Idea of it in 
| the Memory, nor leſſen the Conceit, 
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nor cool the Deſires of it, becauſe the 
Heart is naturally inclined to it. There- 
fore 'tis neceflary every day to refreſh 
and renew the conceptions of eterna] 
Things, that although they are not al- 
ways in at, yct the efficacy may be al. 
ways felt in the Heart and Life. The 
Soul habituated to ſuch Thoughts will | 
not ealily yie!d to Temptations, that 
ſurpriſe and overcome others that are 
Strangers in their Minds to the other | 
World : Nay the preſence of Tempta- 
tions, as by Antiperiſtaſſs, will reinforce 
the Reſolutions for Heaven 3 like the þ 
powring Water upon Lime,thatrevive 

a hidden Fire 1n it, which ſeems a natu- þ 
ral Miracle. *Tis therctore of preat | 
advantage frequently to ſequeſter our | 
{elves from the World, to redeem Time | 
from ſecular Affairs, tor the recolledting 
of our Thoughts and their ſolemn exer- | 
ciſe upon the Eternal World, Sen: } 
that reveals natural things, darkens ſpi | 
ritual. How can the Thoughts be fixt | 
on inviſiblethings fo diſtant trom Senk;, | 
if always converſant with ſecular Ob- | 
jects that draw them down? In the {i F 
lence of the Night a ſmall Voice is more 
diſtindtly heard, and a little diſtant | 
Light more clearly ſeen: fo when a | 
ET + Ss 0p Soul F 
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Soul is withdrawn from the noiſy 
throng of the World, and outward 
things are darkned, the Voice of Con- 
ſcience is better heard, and the Light 
of Heaven more perfectly received. 

3. Conſideration of Eternal Things 
muſt be with preſent Application to the 


| Soul. *Tis not the meer conviction cf 


the Mind, but the decree of the Will 
that turns Men from Sin to Holineſs, 
from the Creatures to God. The Heart 
3s very deceitful, and by variety of 
ſhifts and palliations is diſpoſed to irre- 
ſolutions and delays in ſpiritual Con- 
cernments. How often does the miſe- 
rable Sinner contend with himſelf, and 
while Conſcience urges him to ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Aﬀedcti- 
ons draw down to the Earth, the car- 
nal part prevailing over the rational, 
he overcomes, and is overcome, he is 
convinced and condemned by his own 
Mind. Till Conſideration iflues in this, 
that with ſetled Judgment and Aﬀecti- 
ons the Soul determines for God and 
Heaven, 'tis without profit. Theres 
fore in the managing this Duty, 'tisour 
Wiſdom not to be curious and 1nquiſ1- 
tive after ſubtile Conceptions, and ex- 


 alted Nations of the future State, that 
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Itttle confer to the making the Heart 
better, but to think ſerioully on what 
1s plain and evident, and moſt uſctul to 
produce a preſent laſting Change. It 
were egregious Folly in a Man, that for 
the ute of his Garden ſhould with great 
labour fetch Water from di{tant Foun- 
tains, and neglect that which fpringsup 
in his own Ground. That Meditation 
is profitable which produces not new 
Thoughts, but holy and firm reſoluti- 
ons of obeying God in order to the tull 


_ enjoying of hin for ever. 


To perſuade us to the ſerjous pra- 
etice of this Duty, there are many en- 
forcements. 

Is any Man fo fooliſh, fo regardleſs 
of his convenience, topurchaſe a Houſe 
wherein he muſt live all his Days, and 
will not firſt ſee whether 1t will be con- 
venient, and fecure for his Habitation? 
Shall we not then conlider Heaven the 
Manſion of Bleſlednels, and Hell the 
Seat of Miſery and Horror ? for accor- 
ding as we chuſe here, we fhall be in 
the one or other place for ever. I ſhall 
11a particular Chapter endeavour to 
repreſent ſomething of the incxpreflible 
Viifery of the Wicked hereatter, and 


ſnew how congruous and powerful the 


Thoughts 


LO —_—— 


of M AN. 201 


Thoughts of itare to reſtrain Men from 
Sin, but at preſent ſhall briefly excite 
to the Meditation of the Heavenly Glo- 
ry, as the moſt noble, delightful and 
fruitful work of the Soul, whiles con- 
fin'd to the Body of Fleſh. *'Tis the 
moſt exalted exerciſe of the Mind, the 
pureſt converſe with God, the Flower 
of conſecrated Reaſon. 'Tis moſt like 
the Life of glorified Spirits above, who 
are in continual contemplation of the 
Divine Excellencies, and 'tis moſt rai- 
{ed above the Life of carnal Men, that 
areſunk into ſenſuality and brutiſhneſs, ! 
'Tis the moſt joyful Life, in that it 
ſheds abroad un the Soul delights that 
neither ſatiate, nor corrupt, nor weak- 
en the Faculties, as the delights of Senſe 
do, but afford perfection as well as 
pleaſure. *'Tis the moſt profitable Life. 
As in thoſe partsof the Earth where the 
beams of the Sun are ſtrongly refle&ed, 
precious Metals and Jewels are pro- 
duc'd, wherein the refulgent reſem- 
blance of that bright Planet appears: fo 
the lively and vigorous exerciſe of the 
Thoughts upon the heavenly Glory, 
will produce Heavenly Aﬀections, hea- 
venly Diſcourſes, and a heavenly ſhi- 
ping Converſation. This will _— u$ 
| Ive 
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live likethe bleſſed Society above, imi- 
tating their Innocence and Purity,their 
joyful, entire and conſtant Obedience 
to God. This confirms the holy Soul 
in its Choice, with an invincible effca- 
cy againſt the Temptations and Luſts of 
the World. The ſerious conſidering 
Believer is filled with raviſhing Wonder 
of the Glory that ſhall be revealed, and 
looks down with Contempt upon the 
Earth, and all that has the Name of Fe- 
Iicity here. All the Invitations, nay 
Terrors of the World, are as unable to 
check his purſuit of his bleſſed End, as 
the Breath of an Infant to ſtop the high 
flight of an Eagle. 

But how rare and diſuſed a Duty is 
this? How hardly are Men induc toſet 
aboutit? Buſineſs and Pleaſuresare pow- 
erful Diverſions. Some pretend Bulineſs 
as a juſt cauſe, but in vain 3 for the one 
thing neceſſary challenges our principal 
Thoughtsand Care. Beſides,there are in- 
tervals of Leiſure,and the Thoughts are 
always ſtreaming, and often run waſte, 
which directed aright, would be very 
fruitful to the Soul. The true cauſe of 
this neglect isfrom the inward temper of 
Men. Carnal Pleaſures alienate the 
Mind, and make it unfit for the deep 
{crious 


of MA N. 


ſerious attings of the Thoughts upon 
Eternal Things. I have ſaid of Langhter, 
thou art mad,ut makesthe Mind light and 
vain and deſultory. As a diſtracted Per- 
ſon by every motion of Fancy flys from 
one thing toanother without coherence. 
The Heart filld with cloudy Cares, 
and ſmoaky Fires, with Thoughts and 
Dcſires about worldly Things, is un- 
prepard for ſucha clear,calm and ſedate 
Work. A Carnal Perſon can taſte no 
{weetnels, feel no reliſh in the Medita- 
tion of Heaven, norany ſpiritual Duty. 
'Tis as if one ſhould take ſome delicious 
Fruit into his Mouth, a Peach or the 
like, without breaking the Skin 5 it 
would be rather a trouble.than pleaſant. 
Nay the Goſpel expreſly declaring, that 
without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God 3 
thoſe who by vicious Aﬀections are in- 
gaged in any ſinful way,being conſcious 
of their guilt and unpreparedneſs, and 
that while ſuch,they are under a peremp- 
tory excluſion from celeſtial Glory,can- 
not endure the thoughts of Heaven. The 
Divine Preſence is their Torment, and 
the ſerious Conſideration of it,is to bring 
them before God's holy and juſt Tribu- 


nal, to accuſe and condemn them. 
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CHAP. A. 


The Objets of Conſideration ſpecified, 
The End of Man's Creation conſidered, 
The Things of the World and Heaven 
that ſolicit our Choice, conſidered in 
their Duality and Duration. 


[| Shall next proceed to a more parti- 
cular view of thoſe Objects, from 
whence Conſideration derives vigour, 
for the inclining of the Will. to a 
right Choice, and for regulating the 
Life. 

1. Conſider the End for which Man 
was deſigned in his Creation, why en- 
duced with rational and noble Powers 
of Soul, and plac'd by the Soveraign 
Makerin the higheſt rank of ſo nume- 
rous and various Natures that fill the 
LIniverſe. Is it to raiſe an Eſtate, to 
ſhine in Pomp, to enjoy ſenſual Plea- 
ſures for a little while, and after the fa- 
tal term to be no more for ever? Was 
he ſent into the Warld upon as mean a 
Buſineſs as that of the fooliſh Emperor, 
who employed an Army,furniſh'd with 
all Military Preparations, to gather 
Shells upon the Sea-ſhore 2 This were, 
; accord- 
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according to the paſſionate expoſgula- 
tion of the Pfalmiſt,to charge God that 
he had made all eMen in vain. Reaſon 
and Scripture tells us the End of Man 1s 
to glorify and enjoy God, the obtain- 
ing whereof makeshim perfectly happy, 
and the miſling of it perfetly mifera- 
ble. This 1s a fundamental Truth, upon 
which the whole Fabrick of Mans Duty 
and Felicity is built. Without this 
Foundation, our Faith preſently ſinks. 
If the clearneſs of this principle be ob- 
ſcur'd, we ſhall wander from the way of 

Eternal Life, and not only loſe the 

way, but the remembrance and deſire 

of it. Thinking 1s the property of the 

reaſonable Soul, and the juſt order of 
Conſideration is,that the Mind primari- 

ly regards this ſupream direQtive Truth 

that 1s to govern all our Actions. "Twas 
prudent Counſel that * one of the An- * Primam e- 
tients gave for compoſing a Book, that £2, /*r7Ptoris 
the Author frequently reflec upon the == —_ 
Title, that it may correſpond in all the 1,,, ſyuxn le- 
parts with his original Defign. Thus gar, arque 
it becomes a Man often to conſider the dentidem in- 
End of his Being, that the courſe of his terroget ſe, 
Life may have a dire& tendency to it ; 94 ceperit 
and the more excellent our End is, the /©7%"*: 
more conſtraining is the neceſfity to 
pro- 
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proſecute it. 'Tis of great Efficacy ta 
refle& upon our ſelves, Whither do my 
Thoughts and Deſires tend 2 for what 
do I fpend my Strength and conſume 
my Days? Will it be my laſt Account 
how much by my Prudence and Dili- 
gence I have exceeded others in tem- 
poral acquiſitions ? If a General were 
at play while the Armies are engaging, 
would it be a noble Exploit for him to 
win the Game, whiles his Army for 
want of conduct loſes the Victory ? 
Will it be profitable for a Man to gain 
the World, and loſe his Soul 2 Let 
Conſcience anſwer in Truth. | 

'Tis obſervable what 1s reported of 
+ Cum nata* a | noble Forreigner, that reflecting 
lis dies Fe- upon his Birth-day, and the Age of his 
bruarii ad- Life, he was ſurpriz'd with grief; and 
monuiſſet £- (xpzck with Aſtoniſhment, that without 
nan "agg a due Sence of the proper Buſineſs and 
rriceſmo re- End of Life,he was arrived to that Ape, 
periſſen, in- when our Days begin to decline. In 
vaſit me ſubi- an inſtant all things ſeem'd to change 
ta maſtitis, appearancein his yiew. Then firſt (ſays 
&- perculfit he ) I perceived I was a Man, for before 


admirantem, | CS 
quomodo fine ſenſje vite ad os culmen pervemiſſem, a quo lux 
quelibet fit ebſeurior, & dies noſtri ad occaſum inclinare inci- 


pinut. Viſa eſt mihi rerum facies momento mutwta, & tunc 
primum me hominens agnovi. Memonts Chanut. 
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[ had not reſolved for what I ſhould 
employ my Life. The iſſue was, his ſe- 
rious Reſolutionunfeignedly to honour 
God, fincerely to confeſs Chriſt, to 
place his Felicy in Holineſs of Life,and 
moſt zealoully to follow it. Let any 
one that is not of a reprobate Mind, 
and an mcorr rapes depraved Heart, 
duly conſider the ſublime and ſuperna- 
_ End of Man. O what a marvel- 
Jous change will it make in him, of 
Carnal into Spiritual ? nay it would be 
a kind of Miracle if he continued in his 
finful State. How will it transform him 
into another Man, with new Valuations, 
new AfeGtions and Refolutions, as if 
he were born again with a new Soul ? 
How will it amaze him that his whole 
courſe has been a contradiction to the 
wiſe and gracious deſign of God, that 
all is Induſtry has been a race out of 
the way, a perpetual diverſion from 
his main Buſineſs, that his Life has been 
fruide( and dead to thetrue End of it ? 
How will he be confounded at his for- 
mer Folly 2 Then alone we act with 
Underſtanding, when mov'd by our 
bleſkd End, and our Actions by a ſtrict 
tendency without variation iſſue into 
Ik | | 
: 2. Con- 
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_ 2. Confider attentively the ObjeRs 
that ſtand in competition for our 
Choice, the preſent World and Hea- 
ven, to make a judicious compariſon 
between them in their Quality 'and Du- 
ration. | % | 

Firſt, . in their Quality. The things 
of the World, according. to the judg- 
ment of God himfelf, who 1s only Wife 
and Good, and has the higheft Autho- 
rity to decide 1n the eaſe, are but fal- 
lacious appearances of Happineſs, meer 
Vanity. And certainly the -Creator 
knows the true worth of all things, and 
would not diſparage his own - Works, 
but would undecerive Men that are apt 
to judge and chooſe by the Eye of 
Senſe. The Apoſtle tells us,that ar: 1do/ 
# nothing in the World 5 although the 
matter of it may be of Gold, or Marble; 
or Wood, yet # has no divine Perfc- 
ction which the Tdolater attributes to 
it. So all worldly things,in which Men 
place their chief Care and Confidence 


| and Joy, though they have ſome de- 


grees of Goodneſs, and are a tranſient 
relief to us in our pallage to Eternity, 
yet they are nothing as to perfect Feli- 
city. *Tis meerly Opinion and Conceit 
that makes them ſo valued and runny: 
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like a rich Dye to a ſlight Stuff from 
whence its price ariſes. Reafon is either 
obſcur'd;, or not obeyed, when the 
World is the Obje& of our Choice.. 
Now what are theſe appearances of 
Beauty and Pleaſure compar with a 
Bleſſedneſs that is truly infinite? Carnal 
Toy ſmiles 1n the Coumenance, flatters 


the Fancy, touches the Senfe, but can- 


not fill the Heart, but. the Favour of 
God fatisfies the Soul. Thou haſt put 
Gladneſs into my Heart, more than whe 
their Cort: and Wine increaſed. Carnal 
Joy in 1ts higheſt elevation in the time 
of the Harveſt and Vintage, is .incom- 
parably lefs than Spiritual Joy that 
ſprings from the Light of God's Counte- 
nance. The World cannot $11 the nar- 
row capacity of our Senſes, but divine 
Joys exceed our moſt mlarged compre- 
henſive Faculties. The Eye is not ſatis- 
fied with ſeeing, nor the Ear with hearing; 


bat the Peace of G04 paſſes all QOnderſftand- | 


7g. The Things of the World are of 
a limited Goodneſs, Wiſdom is nor 
Strength; nor Learning Riches, nor 
| Beauty Fruntfulnefs : But God 1s a Uni- 
yerſal Good,in whom are all attraftives 
to raiſe and fatisfy oar Deſires. If Men 
dit confider, they would __ 

| P anda 
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and deſpiſe in compariſon all that 1s na- 
med Felicity here, with the Favour of 
God. To ſeek for fatisfaction in the 
Creature and forſake him, 1s as if one 
deſirous to {ce the Light ſhould with- 
draw from the p:eſence of the: Sun, to 
borrow it froma weak Ray reflected by 
ſome obſcure matter. . Now if there be 
ſo vaſt a difference m thew Nature, as 
between a painted Vapour, and the fo- 
lid glorious Good, between Finite and 
Infinite, why is there not a difference 
accordingly in our Eſteem, . AtteCtions 
and Reſpects to them 2 How unreafon- 
able is it that a Soul capable of God, 
ſhould cleave to the Duſt? It would be 
moſt cgregious Folly to hang a Weight, 
that is able to turn a great Engine, upon 
a ſmall Clock : 'tis incomparably more 
Fooliſh, when the love of Happineſs, 
the Weight of Human Nature, which 
apphed aright, will turn our Defires to 
Heaven, 1s only uſed to give vigorous 
motionto our endeavoursabout carthly 
things. | | | 
2.Confider their Duration. The Apo- 
ſtle tells us that the main ſcope of bis ad 
ons was things inviſible 5 and gwes the 
reaſon of it, for the things that are ſeen 
are Temporal, and the things that are nd 


ſeen 
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ſeen are Eternal. To infliſt upon the 
vaſt difference between temporal and 
eternal may ſeem needleſs : for the firſt 
notions of things are of ſuch uncon- 
troulable Clearneſs, that an attempt to 
prove them, is to light a Candle to diſ- 
cover the Sun. Yet this principle 
drawing after it ſuch powerful Conſe- 
quences for the government of our 
Hearts and Lives, and Conſcience being 
fo remiſs, and the ſenſual Aﬀettions ſo 
rebellious, 'tis needful to confider this 
friouſly, that what is really- afſented 
to in Speculation, may not be contra- 
diced 1m Prattice. Now who can un- 
fold the infinite volume of Ages 1n Eter- 
nity 2 the Underſtanding of an Angel 
can no more comprehend what 1s 1n- 
comprehenſible than the Mind ofa Man. 
A Snail will paſs over an immenſe ſpace 
as ſoon as an Eagle : for though one 
diſpatches more way than the other, yet 
both are equally diſtant from arriving 
to the end of what is endleſs.” But that 
the conception of Eternity may be more 
diſtin, and affefting, it 15'uſctul to re- 
preſent it under ſome temporal reſem- 
blances, that ſenſibly though not fully 
expreſs it. Suppoſe that the valt Oce- 
an were diſtilted drop by drop, but ſo 

: Þ 2» {low- 
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ſlowly that a thouſand years ſhould paſs 
between every drop, how many Mall- 
ons of years were required to empty it? 
Suppoſe this great World in ns full 
compaſs from one Pole to another, 
and from the top of the Firmanent to 
the bottom, were to be filld with the 
ſinalleſt Sand, but ſo ſlowly that every 
thouſand years only a ſingle Grain 
{ſhould be added, how many Millions 
would paſs away before it were filled ? 
If the immenſe Superficies of the Hea- 
vens, wherein are innumerable Starrs, 
the leaſt of which equals the magnitude 
of the Earth, were filled with Figures 
of Numbers without the leaft vacant 
fpace, and every Figure ſignitied a Mil- 
lon; what created Mind could tcll their 
Number,much leſs their Value? Having 
theſe Thoughts, I reply 3 the Sea will 
be emptied dropby drop, the Univerſe 
filld gram by grain, the Numbers 
written in the Heavens will come to an 
end, and how much of Eternity is then 
ſpent? Nothing; for ſtill infinitely more 
remains. In ſhort, what ever 1s tem- 
poral, extend the continuance of it 
to the utmoſt poſhbility of concep- 
tion, 1s infinitely ſhort of Eternity, 
A Day, an Hour, a Minute, has ſome 

pro- 
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proportion with a thoufand years ; for 
that duration is determined by a certain 
number of Days, and Hours, and Mi- 
nutes : but Millions of Ages have no 
proportion to Eternity, becauſe 'tis an 
indeterminable Duration. The Mind 
is ſoon tir'd and loſt in ſearching after 
numbers to repreſent it : 'tis confound- 
ed and ſtruck with amazing Horror, 
and can only dire& the Eye upward or 
downward to the two Habitations of 
Eternity, the glorious and the miſera- 
ble, Heaven and Hell. Now let us 
compare the Things of the preſent 
World with thoſe of the future State. 
The firſt are meaſurd by flying Time, 
the other remain 1n an unmoveable 
Eternity. The Comforts that ſpring 
from the Earth, ſuddenly wither and 
fall to it : the Tree of Life flouriſhes 
only above. Frequent changes from 
Proſperity to Adverſity are the Proper- 
ties of this mortal State. As thoſe who 
are in Voyagesat Sea, ſometimes are in 
a calm and preſently ſuffer a ſtorm, and 
are forc'd to alter their courſe by the 
changing of the Winds. So 'tis with us 
in our paſſage here ; but upon the firſt 
entrance into another World, all the 
variations of this are at an end. Yeri- 
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ly every Man at his beſt eſtate zs altogether 


Vanity. Surely every Man walks in a 
wain ſhew,ſurely they are diſquieted in vain, 


The viſible Felicity of Man 1s of no con- 
tinuance. We may frequently obſerve 
i the Evening, a Cloud by the refle- 
Ction of the Sun inveſted with fo bright 
a Luſtre, and adorn'd with ſuch a plea- 
ſant varicty of Colours, that in the 
judgment of our Eyes,if an Angel were 
to aſſume a Body correſpondent to his 
Glory, it were a fit matter for it. But 
in walking a few Steps, the Sun is de- 
ſcended beneath the Horizon, and the 
Light withdrawn, and of all that ſplen- 
did flaming appearance, nothing re- 
mains but a dark Vapour, that falls 
down ina Showre. Thus vaniſhing is 
the ſhew of Felicity here. In this, Senſe 
alliſts Faith ; for the Experience of e- 
very day venitics what the Scripture de- 
clares, that the faſhion of this World paſſes 
awaz. . And therefore the guilty folly 
of Men is aggravated, 70 ſet their Ezes 
and Hearts upon that which is not. To 
ize one paſtionately dote on a Face 
ruind and deform'd with Age, to be 
inchanted without a Charm,raiſes won- 
dcr,and expoſes to contempt. Yet ſuch 
i5 the ſtupidity of Mcn to embrace with 
: their 
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their moſt entire Aﬀections the withred 


Vanities of the World, that are haſten- 
ing to their period. Twas a ſtinging 
reproach to Idolaters from God, Noxc 
conſiders in his Heart, neither is their 
Knowleds nor Underſtandirg, to ſay, 
I have burnt part of it in the Fire, yea 1 
have alſo baked Bread upon the Coals there- 
of, 1 have roaſted Fleſh and eaten it, and 
ſhall T make the reſtdue an Abomination ; 
ſhall I fall down tothe ſtock of a Tree? 
And are not ſenſual Men equally guilty 
of ſuch monſtrous Folly ? tor though 
umverſal Experience convince them, 
that all things under the Sun are fading, 
and that many times their deareſt Com- 
forts are ſnatcht away from their Em- 


braces, yet who does adviſcaly confi- | 


der, and ſay to himſelf, ſhall I give my 
Heart to tranſient Shadows ? ſhall I 
cheriſh vain hopes, vain aims and de- 
fires of obtaining Happineſs in a periſh- 
ing World ? Although the worthipping 
a Stock be Idolatry of groiler Intamy, 
yet 'tis as fooliſh and as deftructive to 
ſet our chief Love and Joy, that is only 
due ta God, upon the Creature. And 
what follows inthe Prophet is juſtly ap- 
plicable to ſuch Perſons 3 He feedeth on 
Aſhes (that not only attford no nouriſh- 
IST | P 4 ment 
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ment, bur is very hurtful to the Body) 
a deceived Heart has tyrn'd him aſide, 
that ke cannot deliver his Soul, nor ſay, is 
there rot a Lye in my right Hand 2 Thus 
carnal Men are ſo blinded with their 
AﬀeCtions to theſe ſhort liv'd Pleaſures, 
that they cannot take the true liberty of 
judging and reflecting that they are de- 
ceived and delighted with empty Sha- 
dows that will ſuddenly end 1n difap- 
pointment and ſorrow ? Briefly, theſe 
glittering Fictions and falſe Joys cannot 
pleaſe without an error in the Mind, 
that ſhall laſt but a little while. And 
if you ſaw a diſtratted Perſon Sing and 
Dance,witha conceit that he is a Prince, 
would you be willing to loſe ſober 
Reaſon for his phantaſtick Pleaſure, e- 
pecially if you knew that his chearful 
fit ſhould fuddenly change into a 
mournful or raging Madneſs for ever ? 
But the Bleſſedneſs above 1s unchange- 


| able as God the Author and Obje&t of 


it, Eternal] as the Soul that enjoys it. 
And ſhall the World that paſſes away with 
the Luſts thereof, turn our AﬀeGions 
from the undefiled immortal {nheritance 8 


Shall 'the yaniſhing appearance, the 


fleeting Figure of Happineſs be prefer- 
cd betore what 1s ſubſtantial and dure- 
ta oragangia. cas able ? 
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able 2 Aſtoniſhing Madneſs ! that God 
and Heaven ſhould be deſpiſed for pain- 
ted Trifles. If a ſpark of true Reaſon, 
of ſincere Love toour Souls be left, we 
ſhall count all things but droſi and dung,that 
we may gain the Kingdom of Glory. Thus 
Eternity inlightens, thus 1t counſels us. 


| m—_— ___ 


CHAP. XI. 


Other Motives propounded.God deſtres the 
Eternal Happineſs of Men. All that 
unfeignedly ſeek it, ſhall enjoy it, The 
terms are gracious and eaſy upon which 


tis offered to Men. 


O excite us further to ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, I ſhall pro- 
pound other Motives to Conſideration. 
1. God is very willing that Men 
ſhould be ſaved and partake of 
his Gloxy. For this end, he has brought 
Life and Immortality to light in the Go- 
Jpel. The Lord Jeſus,the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs, has diſpel'd the darkneſs of 
the Gentiles, and the ſhadows of the 
ews, and rendred the bleſſed and eter- 
na] State ſoclear and fo viſible, that every 
Eye may ſec it. Our aſſurance of it 1s 
upon infallible Principles. And though 
MLGLIDIG 6 08 ” 


ſo. 
— 


218 The final Happineſs 
the excellent Glory of it is inexpreſ- 
ſible, yet 'tis repreſented under variety 
of fair and lovely Types to invite our 
Afﬀections.Beſides,God makes an earneſt 
offer of Life to us in his Word, he Com- 
mands, Counſels, Excites, Urges, nay 
Intreats and Beſeeches with infinite Ten- 
derneſs, that Men will accept of it. 
Thus the Apoſtle declares, Now ther 
we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt's ſtead be reconciled to God. Is it 
not eyident then beyond the molt jea- 
lous ſuſpicion, God 1s deſirous of our 
Happineſs ? Can we imagine any deſign 
any inlincerity 1n his Words? Why 
{ſhould Heaven court a Worm? Tis his 
love toSouls that expreſles it ſelf 1n that 
condeſcending compaſſtonate manner, 
to melt and overcome the perverſe and 
hardned in Sin. | 

And as his Words ſo his Works area 
convincing Argument of his Will : His 
molt gracious ſuſtaining and ſupporting 
of finfal Men, his innumerable Benefits 
conferrd upon them, in the proviſion 
of Good, and preſervation from Evil, 
are for this End, that by the conduct 
of his mexcrful Providence they may be 

led to Repentance, and rcccved to 
in- 
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Grace, And the temporal Judgments 
inflited on Sinners, are medecinal in 
their Nature, and 1n his deſign to bring 
them to a fight and abhorrence of Sin, 
to prevent their final rum: if they prove 
mortal to any, 'tis from their obſtinate 
Corruption. The time allowed to thoſe 
who are obnox1ous to his Juſtice every 
hour, 1s not a meer reprieve from Tor- 
ment, but a ſpace of Repentance to ſue 
out a Pardon : 'They are ſpared inorder 
to Salvation. 1he Lord is long-ſuffering 
to wward, n0t willing that any ſhould pe- 
riſh,but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
But above all his other Works, the 
giving of his Son to be a Sacrifice for 
Sin, 1s an incomparable demonſtration, 
how much he delights in the Salvation 
of Men. Since God has been at ſuch 
colt to put them into a capacity of ob- 
taining the Kingdom of unchangeable 
Glory, far tranſcending the earthly Pa- 
radiſe that was forfeited by Sin, we 
have the ſtrongeſt aſſurance that he 
deſires their Felicity. And how guilty 
and miſerable will thoſe Sinners be that 
when Chriſt has opened Heaven to us 
by his Blood, refuſe to enter into it. 
When Brutzs propoundedto a Philoſo- 
pher his defign to reſtore Roxe to Lis 
bcrty, 
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berty,he replied, That the action would 
be glorious indeed, but that fo many 
ſervile Spirits that tamely ſtoopt under 
Tyranny, were not worthy that a Man 
of Vertue and Courage ſhould hazard 
himſelf to recover that for them, which 
they did ſo lightly eſteem. The Re- 
demption of Mankind 1s without con- 
troverlſy the moſt glorious work of God, 
wherein the concurrence and concord 
of his Attributes appear inthat excellent 
manner, that only his miraculous Wiſ: 
dom could find out. But how aſto- 
niſhing is the unworthineſs of Men, 
who wretchedly neglect Salvation, 
which the Son of God purchaſed by a 
Life full of Sorrows, and a Death of 
intinite Sufferings? Bleſſed Redeemer! 
may it be ſpoken with the humble affe- 
ionate and thankful ſence ofthy dying 
Love, why didſ{t thou give thy ſelf a 
ranſom for thoſe who are charm'd with 
their Miſery, and with the moſt foul 
Ingratitude diſvalue fo precious a Re- 
demption 2 How jultly ſhall they be 
for ever deprived of it ? Behold, ye diſ- 
piſers, and wonder, and periſh. 

2. Conſider, this glorious Bleſledneſs 
{hall be the Portion of all that unfeign- 
edly choaſe it, and earneſtly m It. 

his 
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This motive was incloſed in the firſt, 
but deſerves a ſeparate Conſideration. 
And of this we have infallible aſſurance 
from the Word of God, who cannot le. 
Godlineſs has the "Promiſe of the Life 
to come, This is a faithful ſaying, and 
worthy of all acceptation. The hope 
of a Chriſtian is ſo certain that 'tis com- 
par'd to an» Anchor faſtned in Heave. 
And beſides the Fidelity of his Word, 
God has given us Security of the Re- 
ward, the Life of his Son. This me- 
thinks ſhould turn the Current of our 
Deſires and Endeavours to Heaven.For 
notwithſtanding all our toil and ſweat, 
the labour of the Day and the watch- 
ings of the Night for the obtainin 
earthly things, yet we many times fil 
ſhort of our aims and hopes. *Twas 
the obſervation of the wiſeſt Man, I re- 
turned and ſaw under the Sun, that the 
Race is not to the Swift, nor the Battel to 
the Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, 
or yet Riches to /Men of Underſtanding, 
nor jet Favonr to Men of Skill; but Time 
and Chance happeneth to all. Indeed 
ſuch is the order of Divine Providence 
in the World, there muſt be different 
conditions of Men here, ſome Rich, o- 
thers Poor, ſome Noble, others _—_ 
ome 
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ſome in Command others 1n SubjeQion. 
And from hence it is alſo evident, that 
neither Dignity nor Riches nor Plea- 
ſures are the Happineſs of Man. For 
'tis not becoming the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God to make that. the laſt 
end of the reaſonable Creature, which 
though ſought with Sincerity and Dili- 
gence, may not be obtained, or of 
which without his own conſent he may 
be deprived. But civil diſtinftionsand 
qualities are of no value and conſidera- 
tion with reſpect to the obtaining or 
excladingfrom Heaven. The rich and 
honourable that are im an exalted State, 
have not a more cafy afcent and entrance 
mto the Kingdom of God than thoſe 
who are m the loweſt degree. The 
Starrs appear with the ſame bigneſs to 
him that ſtands m the deepeſt Valley as 
on the higheſt Hill. Is there any dif- 
ference between the Souls of the rich 
and great in the World, and the Souls 
of the poor and defpifed ? are they not 
equally the Off-ſpring of God, and <- 


.qually ranfomed by the moſt precious 


Blood. of his Son 7 are they not equally 


_ capable of Eternal Rewards > are not 


the Promiſes of the heavenly Kingdom, 
equally addreſ,to every one that has 
hl | | an 


of MAN, 


223 


an immortal Soul, that 1s faithful to his 
Duty and Covenant with God. This 
ſhould inſpire all with flaming Defires, 
and. draw forth their utmoſt Induſtry, 
and make them ſtedfaſk and unmoveable, 
always to abound in the Work of the Lord, 
knowing our labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord, T know the carnal Will is 
impetuous and impatient of delay; and 
earneſt for what is preſent with the ne- 
glect of the future Glory. But the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this is evident to all, 
for 'tis not a new and ſtrange thing to 
ſow in hopes of reaping a Harveſt, for 
Men to be induſtrious and aQive on 
Land and Sea for future Advantage. 
Nay tis the conſtant practice of the 
World : The Merchant, the Huſband- 
man, the Student, the Souldier, and 
every Man 1n the circle of his Calling 
are viſible inſtances of this; and though 
many times the moſt flouriſhing hopes 
are blaſted, they are not diſcouraged. 
And is 1t not a fight full of wonder to 
obſerve Men chearful in Labours and 
Hardſhips in the Service of the World, 


to carry it ſo lightly as if they had 


Wings, and all-for a poor and-uncer- 
tain'Recompence, and to be flow and 
Janguid in their. endeavours for a Re- 

ward 


EEE CE DE mY EEE SER EEE 


=> Bn ome n= 


== CEL__CqCCCCCEEPER©mTTTETT WRITE 


= PTE EEE. 


EE EEE Ions i i 


TY 


The The flndl Happmeſs 


watdusgreatand ab'fure as Godivgle. 
rious'an 2 How-nimy tatnbitioufe 
iy firrve':to pleaſe nw Prince; and wait 
long: intipCerVicey whois! butia My 
and therefore: varable-inhis Tempe 
and: State, ſometimes #s'Mhot willy eo; 
do what hecan, and ſometimes cannoti 
do what: he would'to' reward his:Sers: 
vants2.and 1s'there not infiniely:mor© 
reaſon we-ſhouldlabour:to p— 
who-# the ' moſt liberal; : and) 8igh): 
and - certain Rewarder' of "all 6 2 »yeeks 
—_— ts CG TRIRNITS (11 
3. Confider; How gracious the acmy! 
are: << upon which Heaven's promiſed its 
the: Goſpel; Our 'Saviour's/Laws avert: 
holy, jaft, and in: rheir:own Natureifo: 
good to'Men; even inthetr prefentpers 
formance," that thew: own''exae]lenbe* 
and equity/and-ſwcerneſs is ſuthcienbaq) 
recommend-them - without a reſpe@1to! 
the glorious Reward of Obedtence:: 
For whaticarr- be more 'deftreable than! 
conformity-to-the: Nature ofthe bleſied 
God ?*'What' Pleifure is 'comparableitoi! 
tharwhickſprings#rom a' pure Conſcs' 
ence; from a-god!y righteous and lobes" 
Converfation?- Howoyful is the per-/ 
formance "of : thavi Service which more; 
intmediatcly 1s- Greed: to' the boyour 
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of the Divine Majeſty 2 in Prayer and 
other ſacred afFions we draw near to 
the Fountain of Felicity, and receive 


from his fulneſs. In the affectionate. 


Praiſes of God we are Companions of 
the Angels. And is not Integrity and 
Honeſty in our dealings with Men more 
ealy and comfortable than Fraud and 
Oppreſſton ? Is it not troubleſome to 
be always under a Mask, to uſe arts and 
diſguiſes to avoid the reproach and re- 
venge that attends unjuſt ations when 
diſcovered ? Are Temperance and Cha- 
fity as hurtful to the Body, as Luxury 
and Lafciviouſneſs the eflential parts of 
carnal Felicity ? How miſerably diſtra- 
&ed is Man when the Hearts rent witly 
numberlefs Vanities, the Atie&ions di- 
vided between various Objetts ! how 
quiet and compoſed, when the Heart 
united to God as the ſfupream Good, 
and the Afﬀe&tions joytully conſpire in 
his Service ! Can it then be pretended 
that the Yoke of Chriſt is heavy, and 
his Law hard ? Or are his Promiſes un- 
certain, and his Reward ſmall > No; 
his Commands are not grievous; in the 
keeping them there is a great Reward, a 
preſent Paradiſe, Religion will make 
ws happy hereafter in the —_ - 
od, 
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God; and happy here in, Qbedience ita 


his Holy Will. Such is his. Goodneſs 
that our Duty and Happineſs are; ithe 
ſame. ER - 
But it will be ſaid, that the. Go- 
fpel requires #5 to pluck ont the right Ew, 
and to cut off the right Hand, and totake 
up the Croſs of Chriſt, that is,ta mortify the 
deareſt Luſts, and to jubmit to the ſharpeſt 
Sufferings for his Honour that wa way be 
eternally Happy. To this I anfwer. + 
*Tis true, the human Nature. 1n this 
depraved State,. only: relifhes fuch Ob- 
jc&s as pleaſantly infinuate with the 
carnal Senſes, and'tis bitter as Death to 
bind up the AfﬀeCtions from them. But 
Grace gives a zew divine Nature to the 
Sorl, and makes it eaſy to abftam trom 
fle{bly Luſts. Tomake this more clear by 
a ſenſible Inſtance : Suppole a dilcafed 
Perſon whole Stomach 1s opprelſt with 
corrupt Humours, and his Throat and 
Mouth ſoheated with Chollerand contt- 
nual Thirſt,that he thinks it impoſlible, 
though for his Lite, to abſtain from in- 
moderate Drinking. It a Phyſician by 
ſome powerful Medicine cleanſes the 
Stomach, and tempersthe internal heat, 
he then can eakily reſtrain himſelf from 


Exceſs, Thus a carnal Man that ts yr 
{ 0 


> 
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of falſe Eftimations;and irregular Delires, 


whilethere are' Pleafures without, and 
Paſſions unſtbdued within, though his 
Salvation depends on it,thinks it impoſ- 
fible to reſtrain the exorbitant Appetites 
of Fleſh and Blood. The Gemriles thought 
it ſtrange, Chriſtians did not run with 
theme "to the ſame exceſs of Riot; But 
Divine Grace fo clarifies and inlightens 
the Mind, ſo purtifies and eleyates the 
Afﬀe@tions, that 'tis not only poflible 

bat eaſy to abſtain from unlawful Plea- 

ſures. © St. Aſtin before his Converſion 

was aſtoniſht that many in the vigour 

of Youth, and in a frail World lived 

Chaſtly 3 and reflecting upon himlelt, 

wasencouraged by this Thought, that 

which ſuch and ſuch obſerve, why ſhall 

it be impoſitble to me to obſerve ? and 

upon ſerious trial, by the proſperous 1n- 
Huence of Heaven, was a Conqueror 0- 

ver alt carnal Temptations. Nay after 


his holy Change, the withholding his &1am ſux 
Heart from vitions Delights, was inex- carere: ſuavi- 
preflibly more fiveet - than his former 74t-91s ifs # 


enjoying of them. And' are there not 
many vilibleexamples of holy heavenly 
Chriſtians, to whom grofler | fenſual 
Pleaſures are unſayory and 'contemptt- 
ble 2 You may as well'tell the number 
10 () 2 ot 
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'of the Stars, as of thoſe who have pra- 
'Qiſed'Religion in its ftriftneſs and pu- 
rity,” and by their enlightacd Convet- 
ſations directed us 1m thetway to Hea- 
ven. And are their Bodtes taken from 
the Vein of a Rock, and not compoſed 
of Flcſh and' Blood as well as others? 
Are their Paſſions, like Solomon's brazen 
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Sea.,unmoveable by any Windsof Temp- 
tation? Att theyentirclyexempted from | :1 
the impreſſion of Objedts; and the low- [| -1 
er Atfections 2 No, they arc alive, and | + 
ſenſible of thoſe things''that 'raviſh the | 94 
Afﬀections of ' carnal Men, *but by the | »: 
power of Grate defpiſe and overcome | 2 
them. And this Grace is offeredin the | -4 


Gotpel to all that ſincerely deſire it, fo | ol 
that 'tis a vain wretched pretence that 
Religion binds to hard Service. ' 
To the other part of 'the Objection, 
that ' ſometimes Religion! expoles the 
Protcilors of it to heavy Sufferings. 1 
anſwer, Indeed the Gofpel is plain and 
peremptory in this, if we will re7g with 
© Chriſt, we muſt ſuſfer with kim, when we 
_ are called forth to givea noble teſtino- 
_ ny to his Truth. 'Tis noextraordinary | 
. Flevation, no point of Perfe&ion, but | 1 
rhe duty” of every Chriſtian tobe a | 1: 
* ways teady in” the diſpoſiriortiand refo- | A 
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kition-of bis-Mind, and by aftual Mar- ” —— 


tyrdom. to facrifice, his Life, when the 
honouy of Chriſt requires jt. But 'tis 
89+ hard condition to ſuffer tranſient 
AﬀiRtigns for ,the obtaining a Happy 
Immortality, to be confarmable to the 
Image of our ſuffering Redeemer,, that 
We -may, be crowned with his Glory. 
How many, Chriſtians eſteemed them- 
-{elves.honoured. in the Diſgrace, and 
. bleſſed in the Injuries they, ſuffered for 
-Chrilt, and with an invincible Patience, 
and aſtoniſhing Joy, endured the moſt 
,cruel Perſecutions, though yet the .hu- 
,man Nature in. them was as tender and 
ſenſible of Pains as in others : but the 
natural averſion and repugnance to ſuf- 
:fering was overruled by the determina- 
tion of the rational Will, upon the ac- 
egunt. of: their Duty, and the Reward 
. attending it. They gave a moſt con- 
. vineing ſenſible Teſtimony how much 
..more valuable Heaven 1s than this pre- 
ſent World, willingly expoſing them- 
. ſelves to all Evil here, and rejoycing in 
hope of a g}orious iſſue. 

In ſhort, the Reward of Obedience 
1s a triumphal Crown; and where there 
1s.no Vidory there can be no Triumphz 

--and where .no Combate no Victory g 
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and where no Enemy, no Combate. 
Therefore we are commanded/to fight 
againſt our internal Enemies, our cor- 
rupt Aﬀections; to kill the:Luſts.of the 
Fleſh, | and to encounter and. overcome 
by Humilityiand: meek Subouflions: the 
cruelty - of malicious Enemies without 
_ ns, in a-dire& order of obtaining the 
Crown of Life. And a Believer that 
has Heaven in taſte and expeQation, 
will eafily renounce the moſt rpleaſant, 
and willingly. endure the -, ſharpeſt 


Temptations, for the bleſled Reward of 


his Obedience. | 
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CHAP. XIL 


The Goſpel threatens Hell to all that prefer - 


the Pleaſures of Sin before Heaven, 
How congruons and powerful a Motive 
this is to work on carnal len. The 
eMiſery of an everlaſting Hell repre- 
ſented, 


4. Onſfider, if Men chooſe the 
Pleaſures of Sin that are but 

for a ſeaſon, before Heaven.,that infinite« 
ly exceedsthis World,then an everlaſting 
Hell ſhall be their Portion. There 1s no 
middle State in the next World, no to- 
ſerable mediocrity, but two contrary 
States, yet alike 1n this, that the Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery are equally Infinite 
and Eternal. And by the moſt wiſe 
righteous Will of God, there is an inſc- 
parable connexion between the Choice 
and Adtions of Men here, and their fu- 
ture Condition for ever, The equity 
of this cannot be denied without re- 
nouncing the Light of Reaſon. For 
when by a Chain of Conſequences in- 
ful Pleaſures are linked with eternal Pu- 
niſhments threatned in the Divine Law, 
he that will enjoy thoſe forbidden Plea- 
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ſares, . binds himſelf »tq, \(uffet 'all:the\ 
pains annexged:;to them; An? tis; juſt. 
that thoſe who err+without!” Excuſe, 
ſhould repent withoytſRemedy.: Now 
the threatning of eternal Puniſhment is' 
the moſt proper Argurment-to work on! 
carnal ſecure Sinners. - «+1 

I. . Becauſe.they:are more RN to 
conceive of the Torments of Hell,. than 
the Joys of Heaven. - Storttis and Dark 
neſsare more eaſily drawn by) a: Pencih; 
than a calm bright Day. / Fire! and 
Brimſtone are very painfal to Senſe,and, 
the imagination ſtrongly: repreſents its 
vehemence 1n tormenting the Body,and: 
what an evil the unceflant remorle ! of 
the guilty Conſcience will be hereafter; 
3s in part underſtood; by the ſecret: ac+ 
cuſations and twinges of (clf- condem-! 
aing Sinners here ; but they. ar& abſo- 
lately Strangers to the Joys: of the; Holy: 
Ghoſt, the Delights of ithe Soul-in the 
Contemplation: and Love of God, the 
PEaCE ; and contentment of - Conſcience: 
in his Favour,  They;;cannot , without 
Experience know how good the Lord 
is, no'mere than ſte a'itaſte; Fo: dil- 
courſe to,them af.the Spintual Pleaſures 
that flow trom the divine; Preſence, of 
Thc Happingls of-the Saints 4448: are: ho: 
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fart the'Thrdue\ of :God;'''dnd ſerve bit! 
Day and Night in his Temple; 196 ſpeak” 
with che Tongue of'an Angchiuninte-'s, 5, 1, 11. 


ligibi things.” Their! AﬀeRions* aid yur neſcit 
Mindsiand Languape! ate :cofifined '. to quod loquer, 
ſenfible-things. The: watural "Man re- Aug, 
ceives not the things of "the Spixit-of God, 
far they ane fooliſhneſs t6 him; neither can 
te knrow them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned; There may 'be' in z carnal 
Perſon a conception of Heaven as a Re- 
fuge from Miſeries, and'fome fmother- 
. ing confuſed thoughts of its Felicity, 'as 
the Idea of, Light and Colours m' one 
Blind from his Birth; but only the pure 
in Heart'cax ſee God, as in the perfe& 
Viſion of 'Glory- in Heaven, {6 in-the 
imperfe& refletion of 'it 11 the Go- 
foel.”:i F. 
a Carnal Men are more diſpoſed to 
be wrouglitupon by repreſenting the 
Torments-of Hell, than the [Joys of 
Heaven: * For wecannot love but what 
is known, nor enjoy but what is loved. 
And: as the purification of the Heart 
from vicious Atﬀe@ions, - is -the beſt 
means to clear the Mind, fb the illuſtra- 
tion of the Mind 1s very mflueritial 'to 
warn- the Heart. The true concep- 
tion of Heaven inits amiable” Excellen- 
| cies, 
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cies, would convey ſuch a fiveetneſs a 
to change Hatred it ſelf into Love3'arid: 
of this only prepared Souls are capable; 
But thoſe who ate ſunk into Senſe are 
without reliſh of ſpiritual Felicity, and 
are either allured or terrified only with 
that is pleaſant or painful to Senſe. 

'Tis recorded as the unparallel'd Fol- 

74entidem 1y of Nero, that when he was ready to 
diftitans, Cut his own Throat to avoid the fury of 
gualis arti. the Multitude,he broke forth into great 
fex pereo, expreſſions of Sorrow what anexcellent 

Suet. Artiſt he died. *Twas not the loſs of 

| the Roman Empire that fo much trou- 
bled him, as that ſo much kill in Mu- 
ſick died with him. He valued himſelf 
more as a Fidler than an Emperor. 
Thus carnal Men with a folly infinitely 
more prodigious, when Death 1s near, 
are not ſo much affected with the loſs 
of the Crown of Glory, and the King- 
dom of Heaven, as with their leaving 
the preſent World and its Vanities. This 
makes Death intolerably bitter. - Till 
the Love of God inflames and -purifies 
the Heart, the fruition of his Glory 1s 
not eſteemed nor deſired. A Seraphim 
ſent from the Preſence of God with a 
flaming.. Coal from the Altar, toucht 
the Lips of the Holy Prophet, and his 

Ho | Heart 
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Heart was preſently melted into a com- 
pliance wath the Divine Will. But if 
aRebel Angel, that burns with another 
Fire than of Divine Love, were dif- 
patcht from Hell, with a Coal from that 
Altar, where ſo many Vidims are offer- 
ed to divine Juſtice as there are damned 
Souls.and touch'd obdurate unreformed 
Sinners, that they might have a lively 
ſence: what 1t 1s to burn for ever ; this 
were the moſt congruous and effeCtual 
way to..reclaim them. Like ſtubborn 
Metals they are only made pliant by 
the. Fire; 

-Jadeed the fear of Hell though raiſed 
to-the higheſt degrees, 1s not ſufficient 
to-convert a Sinner thorowly to God. 
For that Religion that is the meer effect 
of Fear, will be according tothe nature 
of its Principle, - with refiftance and 
trouble, wavering and inconſtant when 
the- violence of: the fear 1s leſſen'd. 
Whereas that which 1s from theinclina- 
tion of Love and the hope of a defired 
Good, 1s fully voluntary and perſeve- 
ring: : As a Scholar that applies himſelf 
ta. Learning by the conſtraint of. Fear, 
his Study 18: uneaſy, and whilſt he' 1s 
reading, his Fancy tranſports him to o- 
ther thangs, and-yyhen his task1s —_ 
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he preſently runs to Play: -But-aLover 
of Learning with Diligenceand Delipht 
Is intent 1n his Studies, and ithoughan- 
gapedin other Aﬀeairs, yet his Thoughts 
are ſti} converſant about Learning, in 
ſhort, the fear of Hell may be only 4 
natural AfﬀeCtion, that:recoils fromwhat 
is tormenting to the Body, ' and:1s, con- 
ſiſtent with the Love of Sin 5 but--the 
hope of Heaven as: 'tis revealed: in: thie 
Scripture, is a ſpiritual Aﬀecion; arid 
always joined with the hatrediof Sin. i 
Now the great deſign- of the'Goſpel 


Niſitimore 8 by the fear of Hell, as a powerful 
;ncipiat bomo Preparative,/ tO make way for the love 
Deum colere, of Heaven. - If carnal indulgent Sinners 
20 perveniet axe not rouſed by a quick apprehenſion 


a4 amorem, 
Aug. 


of Hell, they will ſecurely enjoy: their 
pernicious Pleaſures;: and grow old-in 
Sin, and at laſt die impenitent.: Noof- 
fers of Mercy will-prevail;” till they. are 
{torm'd by the Terrors of the Lord. But 
when the fear of eternal Miſery: has 
made a breach.,divine Grace victoriouſ- 
ly enters and takes Poſleſtion. The 
convinced and contrite Sinner moſt 
humbly and willingly embracesthe pre- 
cious Promiſes, wherein not only Par- 
don and Indemnity is offered, but the 
richeſt favour, the advancing him into 

| or 
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:aStateof EternalGlory.” Thus the ſweet- 

&\Hopes ſucceed * tormenting Fears, 

.and the:Obedience which before: had a 
mixture of mvoluntary flows from the 

intire:conſerit 'of: the Sou], with filial 

Freedom. a | 

| Before the particular Deſcription o 
the pains of the Damned, I: ſhall - ob- 

fſtrve in General, That the full 'repre- 

{nration of Hell is: beyond all human 
Expretſion, nay” our moſt fearful 
Thoughts cannot equal the Horror of 

1t.'. Who knows the Power of thine An- py, go.. 
.ger 2: What are the prepared Plagues 
by infinite Juſtice and Almighty Wrath 
for -obſtinate Sinners ? It 1s impoſlible 
fot the moſt guilty and trembling Con- 

_— to inlarge = ſad —_—_— 
according to the degrees of that Miſery. 

The-Lord will ſhew forth irlioak, at OY 
make his Power known in the Veſſels fitted 
for Deſiruition. None can tell what God 
can do;and-what Man ſhall ſuffer,when 
made capable: to endure ſuch Torments 
for ever;::as now would preſently con- 
ſumehim.AstheGlory of Heaven cannot 
be: fully underſtood till: enjoyed, :{o the 
'Tormentsof Hellcannot be comprehen- 
ded tall fet:Butr we may haveſomediſco- 

very of thoſe unknown Terrors; by the 

: following Conſiderations, 1. The 
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. I. The Wifdom of God requires that 
the Puniſhment threatned im his Lay, 
as it, mult fo be firmly decreed,thatall ob- 
ſtinate Rebels ſhall of necellity undergo 
it, ſo tt muſt 1ncomparably exceed all 
temporal Evils, to which Men may be 
expoſed for their Obedience to the di- 
vine Commands. Otherwiſe the threat- 
ning would not be an effectual reſtrant 
from Sin. For the- propinquity of ai) 
Evil makes a ſtrange wnpretion on'the 
Mind, and preſent Fear makes a Pertor 
ſollicitous to avoid the jncurfion of 4 
danger ready to {c1ze on him, without 
forecaſting to prevent an evil look'd or 
at a diſtance. Therefore that the ſan 
tion of the divine Law may preſerve 
the Precepts inviolable, that there may 
be a continual reverence of it, and a 
fixed reſolution in the Heart of Men not 
to tranſgreſs, the penaly threatned 'muſt 
be in its own. nature ſo terrible, that 
the fear of it may conquer theappre- 
henſion of all preſent Evils, that can be 
inflicted to force us to Sin. As on the 
other ſide, to confirm our purpoſe to 
pleaſe God in all things, the Reward 
of Obedicnce mult be of infallible aſſy- 
rance, that all and. only thoſe who ſerve 
him faithfully (hall enjoy m the future 
State. 
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State, -2nd.fo excellent, that-all the al- 
lurements of the World, may in compa- 
tiſon with it, be of no conſideration to 
divert us from our Duty. They com- 
mand the Heart, and have its moſt pre- 
vailing Reſpeds, from whom is expe- 
ted the moſt defireable Good, and 
feared the moſt terrible Evils. There- 
fore .our - Saviour warns his Diſciples, 
Fear: not them that can kill the Had 3 
(make that part die that is mortal) but 
fear him that after he has killed, has power 
to caſt into Hell, yea I ſay unto you, fear 
hirz, All the exquiſite Tortures, that 
the moſt cruel contriving and power- 
ful malice of wicked Men can inflict, is 
ſo much leſs than the Wrath to come, 
that avoid the one and venture on the 
other,; is more brutiſh Stupidity, than 
that of the Horſe or Mule, that ſtarts at 
the ſhadow of a Buſh, and ſprings over 
a Precipice. 

2. The Judgments of God executed 
here, are light and tolerable in compa- 
riſon of the puniſhment of Sinners in 
the next Life. 1. Temporal Evils of all 
kinds and degrees, as Peſtilence, Fa- 
mine, War, aredeſigned for the bring- 
ing of Men to a (ightand fence of their 
Sins, and are common to Good _—_— 

cre. 
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here. - And if his anger be fſoterribte 
when he chaſtiſes. as a. compaſlionate 
Father, what is his fury when he pu- 
niſhes as a ſevere Judg 2 -If the corre- 


&ing Remedies ordered by his Wiſdom 


and Love'for the:converfion of Sinners 
be ſo ſharp, what is the deadly revenge 
of his irreconcileable Hatred ? 

2. The Miſeries of the preſent State 
are allayed with ſome enjoyments. None 
are ſo univerſally afflicted, ſo detolate, 
but ſomething remains to ſweeten the 
fence of their Sufferings. Judgments 
are tempered with Mercies. No Man 
15 tortur'd with alt Diſeaſes, nor forſa- 
ken of all Friends, nor utterly without 
Comfort. And when the Afﬀiction is 
Trremediable,: yet if our griet produces 
Sympathy in others, 'tis ſome eaſe to 
the tronbled Mind, and by that afl- 
ftance the Burtherris made lighter. But 
in Hellthe Damnedare ſurrounded with 


Terrors, encompaſt wal Flames, with-- 


out any thing to refreſh their Sorrows; 
not a drop of Water to'a Lake of Fire. 
All that was eſteemed Felicity here, ts 


totally withdrawn. Death puts a-pe-: 


riod totheir Lives, and the Pleaſures of 
Sin for ever. For 'tis moſt juſt,that thoſe 
Objcts which were abtſed- by-their - 

ES Luſts; 
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Luſts, -and alienated their Hearts from 
their Duty and Felicity,ſhould be taken 
away. And which is extream Miſery, in 
their moſt pitiful State they are abſo- 
lutely unpitied. Pity is the cheap and 
univerſal Lenitive.notdeniedto themoſt 
pn their Sufferings here ; for the 

aw of Nature inſtructs us to pity the 
Man, when the Malefacor futffers. But 
even this is not afforded to the Damned. 
All their Agonies and Crys cannot in- 
cline the Compaſſion of God, and the 
bleſſed Spirits in Heaven towards them * 
for they are not compaſſionable Objects, 
their Miſery being the juſt effect of their 
perverſe obſtinate Choice. And in 
Hell all human tender Afﬀections are 
extinguiſht for ever. Now 'tis the per- 
fection of Miſery, the exceſs of deſola= 
tion tobe deprived of all good things 
pleaſing. to our Deſires, and to ſutfer 
all Evils from which we havethe deepeſt 
averſation and abhorrence. As in Hea- 
ven all good 1s eminently comprited, 
and nothing but Good, ſo in Hell all 
Evil isin exceſlive degrees, and nothing 
but Evil. 

- 3. Temporal Evils are inflicted by 
the mediation of ſecond cautes that are 
of a limited-power to hurt : but in the 

| Ncxt 
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next World he more immediately tor- 
ments the Damned by his abſolutePow- 
cr. The Apoſile tells us,that: thewick- 
&d are puniſhed with evcrlaſting Deſiru@- 
en from the preſence of the Lord, and the 
Glory of kis Power. What is »the laſhing 
with a few Ruſhes,toa blow given by the 
hand ofa Giantthat ſtrikes dead at once? 
This compariſon 1s below the Truth. 
More particularly, the ſtate of Mife- 
office 79, Ty 1 ſet forth in Scripture by fuch-re- 
matirial Fire preſentations as may powerfully 1n- 
can att on 4 {xr Ft and terrifie even the moſt carnal 
ſpiritual Sub- , , , 
ance, Bur 'rss Men. Nothing is more intolerably 
painful, then ſuffering the violence of 


2 Thell. x. 


Indeed it 
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snreaſonable 
to detcymine 7. - X X | 
that it & in. Fare 1nraged with Brimſtone: and Hell 
poſſible. Fr if 15 deſcribed by a Lake of Fire and Brim- 
we conſtder . . k q 

whet pam i, {rone, wherein the Wicked are tor- 
6 fo cu mented. Whether the Fire be Materi- 
Sure Sp1rits A or Metaphorical, the reality and in- 
are capable of ten{cneſsof the Tormentis fignified by it. 
ity as Spiiats ; 

n — with Rover, The human Soul inits Nature is Spirity- 
al as the Angels, yet has a painful ſence of Fire or other affi1ing 
Evils Tncumie :t onthe Sence:, The Body meerly feels not pain, but 
It paſſes through ite Beu'y to the Soul. If che Sou by a ſtrong droer- | 
fron of Tho zhts apps 17 joif ta an Objeth, the Body w enſenſible of pan, 
as s evident in ſome Diſerſ.s, and that in the heat of Baitel, deep 
W.nnds are wot felt. And as Gor by a natural Conflitutiin has orde- 
red, that the Budy jo touth'd andyigvel, excites 4 painful Senſe tn'tht 
Sul, hrs RAY have orantea that the Devils ſhall fee! the 1m- 
preſſiims of Material Fire, tr the places to which they ſhall vt 
corfin'd, 


But | 
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But the ordinary Fire, though mingled 
with the moſt torturing Ingredients, is 
not an adequate repreſentation of it. 
For that is prepared by Men, bur the 
Fire of Hell is prepared by the 
Wrath-of God for the Devil and his 
Angels. The Divine Power is illuftri- 
ouſly manifeſted in that terrible prepa- 
ration : Sothat, as ſome of the Fathers 
expreſs 1t, 'if one of the Damned 
might paſs from thoſe Flames into the 
fierceſt Fires here, it were to exchange 
a Torment for a Refreſhment. The 
Scripture ſpeaks of the vehement heat 
and fiery Thirft, andouter Darkneſs in 
which the Damned ſuffer, to fatisfy the 
rights of Jaſtice in the torment of thoſe 
Senſes, for the Pleaſure:of vhich Men 
wiltally broke the Laws of God. 

But the Soul being the chick Sinner, 
ſhall be:the chief Mourner in thoſe Re- 
gions of Sorrow. An Image of this we 
have in the Agomies of Spirit, which 
ſometimes the Saints themſelves are 1n 
here, and which the moſt ftubborn Sin- 
Nerscan neither reli{tnor endure. Fob was 
aftlifted in that manner that he com- 


plains, The Arrows of the . Almizity are Job: 6. 4: 


with me, the *Poiſon whereof drinks up my 


Spirit, the Terrors of God ſet themjclues 
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in Array againſt me. If a Spark of his 
Diſpleaſure falls on the guilty Conſci- 
ence, it" tears and blows up all, as a 
Fire-ball caſt into a Magazine. All the 
Diverſions in the World, Buſineſs, 
Pleaſures, Merry Converſation, Co- 


medies are as ineffecual to give free- 


dom trom thoſe Stings -and. Furies in 
the Breaſt, as the ſprinkling of Holy 
Water is to expel a raging Divil froma 
poſſeſt Perſon. Thofe who in their 
Pride and Jollity, have deſpiſed ſerious 
Religion,c1ther as a fond Tranſport and 
Extaſy towards God, or a dull Melan- 
choly and Dejection about the Soul, or 
an idle Scrupuloſity . about indifferent 
things, yet when God has ſet their Sins 
with all their killing circumſtances in 
order before their Eyes, how changed, 
how confounded are they at that Ap- 
parition ? How reſtleſs with the dread- 
ful expectation of the doom that attends 
them ! Belſhazzer 1n the midlt of his 
Cups, and Herd of Concubines, by a 
few Words written on the Wall, con- | 
taining his Proceſs and Judgment, was ] 
{o terrified by his guilty jealous Con- 
{cience, that his Joints were Jooſed, 
Nature tink under the apprehenfion. 


' Now all thee troubles of Mind, are but 


the 
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the beginnings of Sorrows, but the 
Smoak of the infernal Fornace, but ear- 
neſts of that terrible Sum which divine 
Juſtice will ſeverely exa&t of the Wick- 
ed'in Hell. 

Indeed theſe Examples are rare, and 
not regarded by the moſt, and by ſome 
lookt on as the effects of Diſtraction ; 
but to convince the bold and careleſs 


Sinners who never felt the ſtings of an 


awakned Conſcience, what extream 
terrors ſerze upon the Wicked mn the 0- 
ther World, Conſider, 

I. The Apprehenfion {hall be more 
clear and enlarged than in the preſent 
State. Now the Soul is oppreſt with a 
weight of Clay, and in Drowlineſs and 
Obſcurity. The great things of Eter- 
nity are of little force to convince the 
Conſcience, or perſwade the Atections, 
But then the Soul ſhall work with the 
quickeſt aCtivity. The Mind ſhall by 
an irrefiſtible Light take a full view 
of all attiifting Obje&s. The molt ſtu- 
pid and unconcernec Sinners {hall then 
ſee and feel their rumn'd State, what a 
glorious Felicity they have loſt, whata 
Miſery they are plunged into, without 
any poſlibility of letlening it by falſe 
Conceits, and receiving any relief by 
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the error of Imagtnation. 

2. The mournful Thoughts ſhall be 
always fixt upon what 1s; tormenting. 
The Soul in conjunction with the Body 
cannot always apply it ſelf to one: fort 
of Obje&s. For the Miniſtry of the 
ſenſible Faculties 18 _—_ to its Ope- 
rations. And the Body muſtbeſuppor- 
ted by Eating and Drinking and Reſt, 
whichinterrupts troubleſome Thoughts. 
Beſides the varicty of Objetts' and Ac- 
cidents here avert the Mind ſometimes 


| from what is aftlifting. But the ſepa- 


rate Soul is in no dependence on the 
Body, and after their reunion, there 
ſhall be no neceſſity of Food or Sleep, 
or any other animal actions to ſupport 
it, but 1t ſhall be reſtored to a new ca- 
pacity for new torments, and preſerved 
in that miſerable State by the power of 
God, There will be nothing then to 
divert the loſt Soul from fad Refle&i- 
ons upon its Miſery. There are no |n- 
cid intervals in Hell. 

3. All the paſhonate Powers will 
then be let looſe at once upon the guil- 
ty Creature. And if there be no fingle 
Paſhon ſo weak, but heightned, will 
break the Spirit, and render Life fo 
miſerable, that a Man will take San&u- 
| ary 
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ary 1n the Grave to eſcape, how miſe- 
e | rable is the Condition when. the moſt 
ry | fierce and. united Paſlions war againſt 
y | the Soul? This is figmified by the never 
t dying Worm that gnaws on the tendereſt 
2 parts, and of-quickeſt ſence. Shame, 
- F Sorrow, Deſpair, Fury, Hatredand 
- | Revenge areſome of that Blood of Vi- 
| persthat torment the Damned. 
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h | 1. Shame is a Paſſion of which hu- 

- F man Nature is very (cnlible, and this 1n 

$ the higheſt degree of Contulion ſhall _ 

. ſeize on the Wicked. For all the juſt © F-+ 2: 


cauſes off Shame ſhall then mcert. The 

inward ſource of it 1s the con{ctouſneſs 

of Guilt, or Turpitude and Folly in the 

t | Adtions; and all theſe are the inſcpa- 

. | rable Adjundsof Sin. The guilty Soul 
| by a piercing reflection upon its Crimes, {95a ſu 
F | hasa ſceret ſhame of its Degeneracy 9" precre 
\ |} and Unworthincſs. The Paſhion is in- "ogg _ 

'  creaſt, when adiſcovery is made of vile © 
practices that defile and debaſe a Man, 

expoſe to Contempt and Infamy, before 

Perſons of high Quality and eminent 

Vertue, whom we admire and reve- 

\ F rence, and whole eſteem we value. To 

be ſurprized in an unworthy Action by 

ſuch-a Perſon, diſorders the Blood,and 

transfuſes a Colour into the Face, to 
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"cover it witha Vail of Bluſhing. And | 


the more numerous the Spectators are, 
the more the Difgrace is aggravated, 
And if Derifion be joined with the Ig- 
nominy, it cauſes extream Diſpleafure. 
O the univerſal Confuſlton, the over- 
powring amazement that will ſeiſe on 
Sinners 1n the great day of Diſcovery, 
hen all the Works of Darkneſs, all 
their baſe Senſuahities ſhall be revealed 
before God Angels and Saints ? When 
all the covers of Shame ſhall be taken 
off, the excuſes and denials, to extenu- 
ate or conceal their Sins ſhall vaniſh,and 
their Breaſts be tranſparent to the Eyes 
of all : How will they be aſhamed of 
their foul and permanent Deformity in 
the Light of that glorious Preſence ? 
How will they be aſtoniſht to appear in 
all their Pollutions before that bright 
and immenſe Theatre 2 How will they 
be confounded toſtand in all their Guilt 
before that ſublime and ſevere Tribu- 
nal? How will they endure the up- 
braidings for all the Sins which they 
have ſo wickedly committed, and the 
derifion for the puniſhment they ſo de- 
ſervedly ſuffer 2 The holy Judg will 
laugh at their Calamity, and mock when 
iter fear comes. The Righteous alſo 


ſhall 
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ſhall ſee, and ſhall laugh at them, Lo 
theſe are the Men that made not God 
their- Portion, but periſhing Vanities, 
that preferd ſweet Folly before ſevere 
Wiſdom. The Devils will reproach 
them for that ſcornful advantage they 
had over them, that as Children are 
ſeduc'd for things of Luſtre to part with 
real Treaſures, ſo they were eaſily per- 
ſuaded for the  Trifles of Time to ex- 
change Eternal Happineſs. Whither 
will they cauſe their Shame to go £ Thoſe 
black Sinners that here never change 
colour for their Filthineſs, that hardned Jer. 14. 12. 
by cuſtom in Sin, are 1mpenetrable to 
Shame, as the brute Beaſts that are abſo- 
lutely deſtitute of reaſon, nay that have 
not only overcome all tenderneſs, but 
glory in their Shame, (hall glow at the 
manifeſtation of their ſordid Luſts,their 
vile Servilities, and be covered with 
Confuſion, and the ſence of it ſhall be 
revived 1n their Minds for ever. 

2. To open Shame 1s joined the 
greateſt inward Sorrow. This Paſſion 
when violent penetrates the Soul in all 
its Faculties, and faſtens it to the af- 


. fliting Objet. When it dwells in the 


Boſam, it gives an eaſy entrance to 
what ever cheriſhes and increaſes it, 
and 
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and reje&s what might. aſlwage and. 
leflen the ſence of the Evil. The moſt 
pleaſant things do not excite: deſire or 
Joy, but exaſperate Grief, Like: thoſe 
Animals that convert'the beſt nouriſh- 
ment into their own Poiſon-; ſo deep 
Sorrow: receives mournful impreflions 
from all things, and turns the ſweeteſt 
Comforts of Life into Wormwood- and 
Gall. The cauſes of Sorrow are either 
the loſs of ſome valued' Good, or the 
ſence of ſome preſent Evil. And' the 

Sorrow is-more violent, as the Cauſe is 

oreat 1n 1t ſelf; and in the apprehenft- 

on and tenderneſs of the Sufferers. 

Now- both theſe Caufes- with all the 
heavy Circumſtances that can multiply 
and: aggravate Sorrow, meet in Hell: 
the Centre of Miſery. 

The loſsis inconceivably great.If-Caiz 
when bamiſht from the- Society of the 
Saints, where. God was publickly-wor- 
ſhipt, and by ſpiritual Revelations and 
viſibleApparitions,graciouſly made him- 
ſelfknown, cry'd outin anguiſh of Soul, 
My puniſhment is greater than Þ can bear, 
fromthy Face ſhall I' be hid, and- I ſhall: 
be a Fugitive upon-the Earth, how-into- 
lerable will be the final ſeparation from- 
his glorious and joyful Preſence ? 'Tis 
often 


often feen how tenderly and wnpati- 
ently the humam Spirit reſents the loſs 
of a deay Relation. Facob for the fup- 
poſed;Death of Foſeph, was:ſo overcome 
with Grief, that when all his Sons: and 
Darghters roſe np to comfort him, he re- 
fuſed to be comforted, and'ſaid, I will go 
dani to the Grave unto my Sor mourning. 
This is a Sur and: a puniſhment. *Fis 
eſtabliſht by the: righteous and un- 


changeable Decree of God, that every eſt, ut pxna 
inordmate Aﬀection m Man ſhould: be fit f:bi omnis 
his own Tormentor. But if the loſs of inordinatus 

a poor frail Creature fos a ſhort time be 4#e#%-Augs 


{o-afflicting, how inſupportable will be 
the Sorrow, for the loſs of an infinite 
Eternal Good ? It may be a carnal 
Wretch may think comfortably of this 
now, whilft he lives in Pleaſures, but 
in the next World he ſhall be totally 
deprived of all things that pleaſe his vo- 
luptuous Senfes, and fhall underſtand 
what a mifery it is to loſe the favour 
and enjoyment of the blefled God. 
Our Saviour told the Jews, There fhall 
be weeping and graſping of Teeth (the 
Symptoms of extreme Sorrow) where ye 
fhall fee Abraham, and Tac, and Jacob, 
and all the Prophets im the Kingdom of 
od, and you your ſeves thruſt out. - The 
ſight 
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ſight of that bleſſed Company entri 
into the facred: Manfions of Light, will 
make the loſs of Heaven infinitely more 
diſcernable: and terrible to the Wicked, 
who ſhall be caſt into outer Darkreſs, 
and for ever be deprived of Communi- 
on with God and his Saints. | 
With the loſs of the moſt excellent 


part ye curſed into everluſting Fire. And if 
an imaginary Sorrow conceived in the 
Mind without a real external Cauſe, as 
in Melancholly Perſons, when groſs 
Vapoursdarkenand corrupt the bright- 
neſs and purity of the Spirits that are 
requilite for its chearful Operations, is 
often ſo opprefling that Nature ſinks 
under it, how inſupportable will the 
Sorrow of condemned Sinners be, un- 
der the impreſſion and fence of God's 
Almighty and avenging Hand, when it 
ſhall fully appear how pure and holy he 
3s in his Anger for Sin, how juſt and 
dreadful in puniſhing Sinners ? It may 
be the indulgent Sinner may leſſen his 
fear of Hell, by fancying the number of 
Sufferers will aſlwage the ſence of their 
Miſery, But this 1s a fooliſh miſtake. 
For the number of Sufferers ſhall be = 
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far from affording any relief, that the 
Miſery is aggravated by the. Company 
and Communication of the Miſerable. 
Every one is ſurrounded with Sorrows, 
and by the fights of Woe about him, 
feels the univerſal Grief. The weeping 
and wailing, the cries and dolorous ex- 
prefſions of all the Damned, increaſes 
the torment and vexation of every one. 
As when the Wind conſpires with the 
Flame 'tis more fierce and ſpreading. 

3. The Concomitant of Sorrow will 


be Fury and Rage againſt themſelves, as 


the true cauſes of their Miſery, For 
God will make ſuch a diſcovery of his 
righteous Judgment, that not only the 
Saints ſhall glorify his Juſtice in the 
condemnation of the Wicked, butthey 
{hall be ſoconvinc'd of it, as not to be 
able to charge their Judg with any de- 
fect of Mercy, or exceſs of Rigour in 
his proceedings againſt them. As the 
Man in the Parable of the Marriage- 
Feaſt, when taxt for his preſumptuous 
intruſion without a Wedding Garment, 
how cameſt thou in hither £ was ſpeech- 
leſs: fo they will find no plea for their 
Juſtification and Defence, but muſt re- 
ceive the eternal Doom with Silence 
and Confuſion. Then Contcience ſhall 


revive 
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revive the bitter remembrance of all the 
methods of divine Mercy for their Sal- 
vation, that were ineffectual by their 
Contempt and'Obſtinacy. All the com- 
pattionate calls of his Word, - with 'the 
holy Motions of the 'Spirit, were hke 
the ſowing of Seed inthe Stony'Ground, 
that took no root, and mever came to 
perfection. All his terrible Threatnings 
were but as Thunder 40 the Deaf, or 
Lightning to the Blind;that little aftedts 
them ; the bounty -of .his Providence 
delign'd #o lead them-to Repertance, had 
the ſame-effedt, as'the Showers:of Hea- 
ven upon Þriers and Thorns-that makes 
them grow the faſter. Andithat a Mer- 
cy {o ready to pardon,-did not produce 
in them a correſpgndent affection -of 
grateful obedient Lovebut by the moſt 
unworthy provecations they pluckt 
down the Vengeance -due to obſtinate 
Rebels, will ſo enrage theiDamned a- 
gainſt themſelves, thatthey will be lets 
miſerable by the Miſery they ſuffer;than 
by the conviction of their torn Minds, 
that they were the ſole Cauſes of it. 
What Repertings will be kindled within 
them, tor the {tupidneglettof the great 
Salvation ſo dearly purchaſed, and 
earneſtly offered tothem 2 What a _ 
addt- 
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addition to their Torment, 'that when 
God wasſo-willingto-fave them, they 
were ſo willful to-be :Damned. 'They 
will-never forgive: themſclves, -that :for 
the ſhort and'mean Pleaſures of Senſe, 
which if enjoyed a thoufand years, can- 
notirecompence the loſsof Heaven, nor 
requite the ipains of Hell-for an-Hour, 
they muſt be deprived of the one and 
ſuffer the other for ever. 

4. The Sorrow and Rage will be in- 
creaſed by Diſpair : for when the 
wretched Sinner'ſcesthe Evil is:peremp- 
tory, and no Outlet of Hope, he aban- 
dons himſelf to the violence: of Sorrow, 
and by cruel Thoughts wounds the 
Heart more, 'than the fierceſt Furies in 
Hell can. This Miſery that flows from 
diſpair ſhall be more fully opened un- 
derthediſtin& conſideration oftheErer- 
nity of Hell. 

And as from Diſpair the condemned 
Creature turns/Enemy to himſelf, 'fo to 
'God. 'Tis ſaid of 'the Worſhippers of 


the Image of the Beaſt, that #hey grawetl rey. 16,0, 


their —_— Pam, and blaſphenet 
the God of Heaven: becauſe of their Pains. 
The Torment and Blaſphemies of thoſe 
-ympenitent Idolaters, are a repreſenta- 
tion ofthe'ftate of the. Damned, _ 
the 
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the juſt and dreadful Wrath of God up- 
on Men, and the impious Rage of Men 
againſt God is in the highelt degrees. 
For when the guilty Sufferers are ſo 
weak, that they neither by Patience 
can ſuſtain their Torments, nor by 
Strength reſiſt the Power that inflicts 
them ; yet are wicked and ſtubborn; 
they are irritated by their Miſery, and 
foam out Blaſphemnnes againſt the righ- 
teous Judg. They. hate God with a 
dire Enmity, and are always under 
his invincible tormenting Power. Ha- 
tred takes pleaſure in Revenge, either 
real or 1maginary. The Damned 
Wretches were they as Omnipotent to 
Effe@, as they are malicious to Deſire, 


would dethrone God, and deſtroy his 


Being. But he 1s infinitely above the 
tranſports of their Fury. All their 
rancorous curſed imprecations, are re- 
flexively pernicious to themſclves; hke 
Arrows ſhot up againſt the Sun, that 
fall down upon their Heads that ſhot 
them. Now what more inrages a ſtub- 
born malicious Spirit, than to be utterly 
unableto reach and hurt an irreconcile- 
able Enemy, the obje& of its habitual 
deteſtation? Briefly, as the bleffed Spi- 


rits are in Heaven, and Heaven is 1n 


them, | 
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them, by thoſe holy and joytut Aﬀe- 
ions that are always exercifed in the 
Divine Preſence; fo the Damned arein 
Hell, and Hell is in them by thoſe fierce 
and miſerable Paſitons that continually 
prey upon them. 

4. The Eternity of their Miſery 
makes it above all other Conſiderations 
intollerable. Our Saviour repeats it 
thrice in the ſpace of a few Verſes, to 
terrify thoſe who {parc ſome favourite 
Corruption, that in Hell their Worm dies 
not, and the Fire is never quenched. God 
will never reverſe his Sentence, and 
they fhall never change their State. 
How willingly would carnal Men raze 
the Word Etcrnal out of. the Scriptures; 
but to their grief they find 1t- joined 
with the Felicity of Heaven, and the 
Torments of Hell. The fecond Death 
has all the terrible qualities of the firſt, 
but not the eaſe and end it brings to 
Miſery. All the Tears of thote torlorn 
Wretches, ſhall never quench one ſpark 


' of the Fire. Where are the delicious 
{ Fair, the Muſick, the Purple, and att 


the carnal Delights of the rich Man ? 


| they are all changed intoa contrary 
| ſtate of Miſery, and that ſtate 1s fixt for 
| ever. From his yantſhing Paradife he 
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deſcended into an everlaſting Hell. In 
this the Vengeance of God 1s infinitely 
more heavy than the moſt terrible exe- 
cation from Men. Human Juſtice and 
Power can infli& but one Death (that 
will be ſoon difpatcht) upon a Malefa- 
Gor worthy to fuffer a hundred Deaths; 
if he be condemned to the Fire, they 
cannot make him Jive and die together, 
to burn and not be conſumed : But God 
will ſo far ſupport the Damned in their 
Torments, that they ſhall always have 
Strength to fcel,.though no Strength to 
endure them. Thoſe extream Torments 
which would extinguiſh the preſent 
Life in a Moment, ſhall be ſuffered for 
ever. This; Conſideration infinitely 
aggravates the Miſery. For the loſt 
Soul rackt with the fearful Contem- 
plation of what it muſt ſuffer for ever, 
tees as It were at once all the Evils that 
thall torment it in its whole duration, 


The perpetuity of the Miſery 1s always | 


{It by previiton. Thns 1s as the cruel 
breaking of the Bones upon the Wheel, 
when the Soul 1s rormented by the fore- 


{light of Nitfery that without allays ſhall þ 
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continue in the circulation of Eternal | 
Ages.: ' To make this more ſeniible, let | 


us conlider, ' that painmakes the Mind | 
pit G obſer- | 


_ = **® = © WT 7 0 EB CI VE ITN 


——_—_ ri. .oc 


OA 


YT 


of MAN. 


obſervant of the paſling of the hours, 
In Pleaſures, Time with a quick and 
filent motion infenſibly (lides away : but 
in Troubles the Hours are ted10us,in vio- 
lent pains we reckon the minutes as long. 
'Tis obſervable how paſſionately theaftii- 


Ged Plalmiſt complains, Willthe Lord caſt Pfal. 77. 7: 


off for ever? Will ke be favourable 710 more e 
oth his Promiſe fail for evermore  Hath 
he forgotten to be gracious  Hath he in 
anger ſhut up his tender 1 lercies 2 In 
what various pathetic forms does he ex- 
preſs the ſame Afﬀection > Though he 
had aflurance that the gracious God 
would not be always ſevere, yet hisan-. 
guiſh forc'd from him complaints as if 
the moment of his Trouble were an E- 
ternity. But what ſtrains of Sorrow 
are among the Darnned; who belides 
the preſent ſence of their Miſery, have 
always in their Thoughts the vaſt E- 
ternity wherein they mult ſuffer it ? 
When three terrible Evils were pro- 
pounded to David's choice, pining Fa- 
mine for three years, or bloody War 
for three Months; or devouring Peſti- 
lence for threedays, he choſe the ſhort- 
eſt, though in it ſelf the heavieſt Evil. 
Many fad Days muſt paſs under the 


other Judgments, where Death by an- 
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ticipation in, ſuch variety of Shapes 
would be preſented to the Mind, that 
the lingring expectation of it would af- 
flict more than the ſudden. ſtroke : 
whereas the fury of the Peſtilence would 
be ſoon over. But the Damned have 
not this relicf, but ſhall be tormented day 
aud night for ever and ever. How ear- 
neſtly do they ſeek for Death, but cannot 
find it 2 what a favour would they 
eſteem 1t to be annihilated 2 For cer- 
tainly, 1f when the Evils in the preſent 
State are fo multiplyed, that no Com- 
tort is left, or ſo violent that the af1- 
ted Perſon cannot enjoy them, and re- 
freſh his ſorrowful Spirit, Deathis cho- 
{cn rather than Life, it cannot be ima- 
ined that in the future State where the 
Miſery 1s extream, and nothing remains 
to allay it, that the Damned ſhould be 
in loye with the unhappy good of ſim- 
ple being, and not choole an abſolute 
extinaion if it might be. 

Ifany one ſhould be ſo fooliſhto think 
that cuſtom will render that State more 
tolcrable,hemay findaterriblecontutati- 
on of his vain Tancy.Indeed continuance 
under lightEvils,may armthe Mind with 
patience to bear them, but in great cx- 
tremitics it makes the Eyil more pon- 
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derous and intolerable. He that is tor- 
tured with the Stone, or on the Rack, 
the longer the Torture continues, the 
leſs able he is to ſuſtain 1t. In ſhort, as 
the Joy of Heaven 1s infinitely more ra- 
viſhing, that the Bleſſed are without 
fear of loſing it 3 ſo the Miſery of Hel! 
1s proportionably tormenting, that the 
Damned are abſolutely deſtitute othopes 
of a releaſe. O 'tis a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God, who 
lives for ever, and can puniſh for ever. 
Now the ſerious Conſideration of this 
Miſery, is the moſt proper and power- 
tul means to awaken indulgent Sinners, 
and make them reſolved to cut off the 
right hand, and pluck out the right Eye, to 
part with the deareſt Luſts rather than 
be expoſed to it. According to the 
judgment of Senſe,would any one in his 
Wits chooſe the enjoyment of the moſt 
intenſe and exquiſite Pleaſures for a 
Year.,and afterwardsbe content to burn 
in a Fornace for a Day, much leſs to 
enjoy them for a Day, and to burn for 
a Year ? what ſtupid Beaſts are they 
who for momentary Delights incur the 
Fiery and Eterna] Indignation of God ? 
Dao we provoke the Lord to Jealouſy? are 


ye ſtronger than he ? Try but the Fin+ 
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ger with the Flame of a Candle, or 
touch but a:-hot Coal; you will ſoon 
diſcover your weakneſs. But alas, how 
hardly are Men induc't to exerciſe their 
Minds on this terrible Qbject. He thinks 
leaſt of Hell, who has moſt reaſon to 
conſider it : fo unwylling 1s the carnal 
Heart to have repreſented to it the evil 
to come. Yet this 1s the: firſt Motive 
that compcls Sinners to: change their: 
courſe, and turn from Sin to Holineſs, 
from the Creatures to God. - The Joys 
of Heaven being Spiritual and Divine 
(as was before obſerved) have no attra- 
Give influence upon their Aﬀections, 
would never convert and reform any, 
but the torment of Fire being moſt evi- 
dent and vehement to Senſe, is ſtrongly 
repreſented by the Imagination, and af- 
fects carnal Men. How many abound 
with vicious obſtinate habits, that by 
folemn and believing thoughts of the 
unquenchable Fire, have felt the Mira- 
cle upon the three Children in the For- 
nace, renewed in themſelves, their 
ſtrong Cords burnt aſunder, and all 
their Powers reſtored to the freedom 
of Duty, the bleſſed liberty of Obedi- 
ence. The Truth is, if God had not 
termed Ell for the Punihment of Sin, 
and 
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and only prepared the Celeſtial King- 
dom for the Reward of: Holineſs, the: 


bleſſed Angels would be the ſole Poſleſ- 


fors of it,and Heaven would be as emp-' 


ty of human Souls as 'tis full of: Glory : 
ſo fooliſhly and violently is the corrupt 
nature of Man drawn by what is plea- 
ſing toSenſe, though with the certain 
loſs of the moſt precious and ctcrnal 

things in the Divine Treaſury. 
But the belief that within a little time 
nothing will remain of their ſinful Plea- 
ſures, but the never dying Worm, and ever 
living Flames, makes them conſidera- 
tiveof their imminent danger, and as it 
were by neceflity to ſeek the Kingdom 
of Heaven, as a ſecondary Object to ef- 
cape from Hell. As the vertue of the 
Load-ſtone when encompalt and arm'd 
with Iron, is increaſt, and draws a far 
greater weightthan when 'tis {ingle,thus 
the attractives of Heavenare more pow- 
erful tomove our obdurate Hearts,when 
enforc'd from the terrors of Hell. In this 
reſpedt, the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of Wiſdom, of the active and beſt 
Wiſdom, that diretts us 1:1 the way to 
Blefſedneſs. 
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The laſt Direction. Earneſt Prayer to 
God, to inlighten our Minds to believe 
the Eternal World, and effeFually turn 
our Wills, to defire and proſecute the 
Bleſjedneſs to come. 


Aving a diſcovery ſo clear and 

| certain in the Holy Scriptures of 
the everlaſting recompences m the next 
World,of the Kingdom of Heaven, (pre- 
pared by God to ſhew his excellent Glo- 
Ty to his faithful Servants) where Love 
and Peaceand Joy dwell for ever, and 
of the infernal Priſon, where deſpair 
and Rage and Sorrow, and whatever is 
ſignified under the terrible alluſions of 
Fire and Brimſtone, are ordained by 
Divine Juſtice tor the Wicked, it might 
be juſtly hoped, that all Men would by 
a holy wiolence take Heaven, and by the 
ſwifteſt Motion flee from the Wrath to come, 
'The inſtinct of Nature and the light of 
Reaſon excite them to ſecure their moſt 
precious Intereſt, Can therebe an Ex- 
pectation,Defire or Capacity in Man of 
enjoying a Bleficdnels beyond what 1s 
Intiniteans Eccrnal ? And can there. be 
any 
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any Eyil ſo formidable as Everlaſting 
Miſery 2 Now both theſe Qbjedtsare ſet 
before Men, and propounded to their 
Choice. And we are infallibly aſſured 
from God himſelf, that all who are ſin- 
cere and conſtant in their Choice and 
Purſuit, ſhall obtain Heaven, and that 
none ſhall be caſt into Hell, but thoſe 
who chooſe it, and therefore moſt wor- 
thily ſuffer it. But, O aſtoniſhment ! 
if with a ſerions Eye we regard the 
courſe of Mens Actions, 'tis viſible that 
incomparably the genes number of 
Chriſtians in Profeſiion love Death, and 
hate Eternal Life. Not that tis poſlible 
for the reaſonable Creature to do this 
diretly, with an explicit aim, but vir- 
tually and by interpretation. They in- 
tend Happineſs,but chooſe Miſery.For he 
that voluntarily breaks the Law of God, 
chooſes the known Penalty of its Vio- 
lation. He that prefers this periſhing 
World before Heaven, rejects it in 
the moſt contumelious manner. And 
ſuch is the depravation of Man fince his 
Fall, the Mind being diverted by vain 
Thoughts, and the Heart prepoſleſied 
with ſenſual Defires, that till the Spi- 
rit of his Mind be renewed, and his 
original Afﬀe&tions to the Supream 
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Good be revived and reſtored by 
Divine Grace, he is regardleſs of 
It, and only applies himſelf to what 
is pleaſing to Senſe. Therefore a moſt 
neceſlary Duty incumbent upon us,is by 
humble and fervent Prayer to addreſs 
our felves to God forts Spirtt,, to en- 
lighten our Minds, that we may believe 
the reality and greatneſs of the Eternal 
Reward, and to reform our Wills that 
we may feel its attraftive Force, Both 
theſe actsof the Spirit are requiſite, that 
the Love of God, as our chief Felicity, 
may be the regent Principle of our 
Hearts and Lives. 

I. For this end the Holy Spirit con- 
vinces Men thorowly of the reality and 
preatneſs of an inviſible Happineſs. In- 
deed the Heathens ſaw ſomething of this 
as it were in a Dream, they had ſome 
tranſient Glances,: and volatile Wiſhes, 
concerning it, but miſerably weak and 
ineffetual, And in the moſt of Chri- 
{ſtians the convictions of a future State 
are not ſoclear and ftrong as to govern 
their Hearts and Lives. How many of 
eminent intelle&ual-Faculties-are ſtupid 
as to their great 'Intereſt, and ſpend 
themſelves about Trifles.and areequally 
tractable to Eternal Ruine, as the Ox to 
the Slaughter 2 He that is deſtitute w 

the 
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the illuminating Grace of the Spirit, 
blind and cannot ſee afar offi Now by the 
Analogy between the corporal and the 
intellefualFacultics,we may underſtand 
in-ſome meaſure how the Mind ts ullu- 
minated by the Spirit of God. For as to 
the act of Seeing, two things arerequi- 
ſite, 2x. External Light im the Air, 
without which the Colours, Figures and 
Beauties of Objects are not viſible to 
the ſharpeſt Eye, but he obſcurdunder 
impenitrable Darkneſs. 2. Internal 
Light inthe Eye in which the viſive 
Power confiſts : it this be extinguiſh'd 


. the cleareſt Light of Heaven is of no uſe 


for the diſcovery of Things. Thus the 
Underſtanding is enabled to ſee Spiritu- 
al. /Fhings. 1. By the revelation of the 
Qbjec : in this reſpect Life and Immor- 
tality are ' brought to' Light by the Goſpel. 
Till that bright diſcovery was made of 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs, it was above the 
defires and hopes of ſinful Man. Cel, 
komo nec optare poterat ex ienorantia, nec 
ſperare ex proprig miſerie conſcientia. 
2. By the inward inlightming fro-2 the 
Spirit of Wiſdom, that removes the Tg- 
norance,Prejudice and Inadvertency of 
the Mind, which as Scales darkned tts 
Sight, - and difpoſes it to perceive the 
| | verity 
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verity and excellency of ſpiritual and 
future Things,though not with compre- 
henſive 7 aaivy yet with that aſſu- 
rance, that no doubtfulneſs or ſuſpence 
remains concerning them. 'Tis obſer- 
vable that Faith is expreſt in Scripture, 
by Prudence, Wiſdom, and Knowledg, 
whereby a Man knows the grounds and 
motives of his Judgment and Actions. 
And Sin is called Folly. For as when 
the underſtanding Faculty, either from 


the indiſpoſedneſs of the Organs, as in 


Idiots, or from the diſorder of Fancy 
by the inflammation of the Humounrs, as 
in diſtrafted Perſons, cannot weigh and 
compare,and therefore makes a perverſe 
judgment of things; fo the carnal Mind 
by not due meaſuring and pondering, 
judges falfly of Spiritual Things. IF 
ſomething no bigger thanthe Hand were 
put before the Eye, it would intercept 
the Sight of the Heavens; and he that 


not conſidering the propertiesof things 


near and diſtant, ſhould conclude that 
piece to be bigger than the Heavens, 
were juſtly reputed a Fool. And the 
Folly of carnal] Men is more groſs, who 
prefer things preſent to Senſe, before 
what is future and of everlaſting conſe- 
quence tothe Soul. But there are ſome 
actions 
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ations which if done by a Natural, 
would be counted Folly,yet being done 
by thoſe who in the reputation of the 
World are Wiſe, are eſteemed Prudent, 
but they are the moſt deplorable Folly. 
Now as the reſtoring the Leſar princi- 
prunr,the broken Mind to its foundState, 
whereby 'tis able to conſider, diſcern 
and conclude of thingsaccording totheir 
Nature, ſuch is the aftion of God's Spi- 
rit upon the corrupt Mind, clarifying 
and enlightning it, ſo that it receives 
full conviction by the cleareſt marks of 
divine Authority {ſhining in the Goſpel 
of the Truthof all the great and preci- 
ous Promiſes therein contained, and 
cauſing it by a ſteddy application of the 
Thoughts to ſee the vaſt difference be- 
tween what 1s Temporal, and Eternal, 
how defſpicably light all the Vanities of 
this World are found, when put in the 
Ballance againſt the infinite ineſtimable 
Happineſs of the next. In ſhort, the 
renewed Mind knows Spiritual Things 
according to their Nature and Qualities, 


| believes, eſteems, and determins that 


they are of Eternal moment, and abſo- 
lately neceſſary for the Happineſs of 
Man. Andas when the natural Faculty 
of ſeeing 15 periſh'd, 'tis irreparable by 
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human Skill, and without a Miracle can 
never be reſtored, ſo the intelleual Fa- 
culty when darkned- by. ſinful Lufts, 
withoutthe renewing: power of the Spi- 
rit can never know Spiritual Things as they 
ought to be known. Therefore as the 
blind Men in the Goſpel who: diſpair'd 
of help from the Phyſicians, hearing of 
the miraculous Power of Chriſt, im- 
portunately begg'd his healing Mercy, 
{0 let us pray to the Light and Saviour 
of the World, but in a more noble and 
higher Senſe, Lord that we may receive 
our [ight. Let us with the moſt zealous 
AﬀeRions call upon the God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, that he 
would give unto us the Spirit of Wiſdom 
and Revelation in the knowledg of ham. the 
Eyes of our underſtanding being inlightned, 
that we may know what 3s the hope of his 
Calling, and what the Riches of the Glory 
of his Inheritance in the Saints. 

2. The efficacious Influence of the 
Holy Spirit 1s requiſite to change the 
Will, that with a free and full confent 
it may defire and proſecute the Spiritual 
Eternal Good. Without this, the con- 
viction of the Mind is not powerful e- 
nough to convert the Soul from the love 
of the World, to chooſe | Heaven. 

VEE | There 


of MAN. 


There -may be an inlightned Con- 
ſ{ctence;, without a renewed Heart. 
Though the Judgment aflents that God 
is the Supream Good, zet till the Heart 
be circumciſed, the ſenſuality of the Af- 
fetions taken away, divine Love that 
directs the Life to. God as our bleſſed 
End, can never 'poſleſs it. Suppoſe 
that Men had a ſenſtble and ſtrong afſu- 
rance of the Eternal State hereafter, if 
all thoſe who lived godly in a viſible 
manner aſcended with Elias to Heaven, 
and if all who continued in their Sins 
vilibly deſcended into Hell, as Corah 
and his Company were ſwallowed up 
alive by the Earth, before the 1/7aelites, 
if Men could hear the joyful Exultati- 
ons of the Saints above, their high 
Praiſes of God, and hear the deſperate 
Crys and deep Complaints of the 
Damned: if one according to the defire 
of the rich Man were ſent from Hell, 
and with his Fiery Tongue ſhould 
preach a Sermon of thoſe Torments,not 
deſcribing them at a diſtance, but by a 
{cn{ible demonſtration in himſelf, yer 
thisalone were not ſufficient todraw off 
their Hearts from the deceitful Happi- 
neſs of this World, and faſten them on 
the perfe&t and Eternal Happineſs m the 
| next. 
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next, . Indeed they: could not then in- 
dulge their Luſts ſo:ſecurely, ' but they 
would - be Strangers to the Life of God, . 
{ach arr inveterate akenation. of, Heart 
15. u:Men from real Holineſs. Tl the 
lanchifhang Spirit by. a directive” per- 
ſualtve Eight that :Yepreſents the Truth 
and Goodneſs of* Spiritual  T hings, 
transforms the: Soul;-! 'and. makes it 
'Spiritual in - its. Valuations; and AE 
tections;: ;.tis: inwardly. averſe ': from 
Grace:and Glory. The-Lord.: direct our 
Hearts-into: the Lone: of:Godl;. and into the 
patient waiting for:Clriſt, when | he ſhall 
come:to:be'glorified im bw. Saws,” and ad. 
mired in all Grey this, betiet ve. 


